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TO THE READER.

TrI1s Book being brought unto me to peruse and lo consider of,
I thought it my part not only to allow of it to the print, but
also to commend it to the reader, as a Treatise most comfortable
to all gffticted consciences exercised in the school of Christ. The
Author felt what he spake, and had experience of what ke wrote,
and therefore able more lively to express both the assaults and
the salving, the order of the battle, and the mean of the victory.
Satan is the enemy ; the victory is only by faith in Christ, as
Jokn recordeth. If Christ justify, who can condemn, saith St.
Paul. This most necessary doctrine the Author hath most sub-
stantially clearcd, in this his Commentary ; which, being written.
s» the Latin tongue, certain godly, learned men have most sin-
cerely translated into our language, to the great benefit of all
such who with humbled hearts will diligently read the same.
Some began it according to such skill as they had. Others,
godly affected, not suffering so good a matter, in handling, to be
marred, put to their helping hands for the better framing and
Jurthering of so worthy a work. They refuse to be named, seek-
ing neither their own gain nor glory, but thinking it their hap-
piness, if by any means they may relieve afflicted minds, and
do good to the church of Christ, yielding all glory unto God, to
whom all glory is due.

" EDWINUS LONDON.
Ap'tilil 28, 1575.
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LIFE

or

MARTIN LUTHER,

THE GREAT REFORMER. !

T're subject of this Memoir was a most wonderful man, whom
God rnise;,iup in these last ages of the world, to break the chain
of superstition and spiritual slavery, which the bishops of
Rome and their depensgents had, for many centuries, cast over
the consciences of all men. He was an instrument truly pre-
pared for this great work; and yet but a mean and obscure
monk, to shew us, that HE, who ruleth all things, effected him-
self the important design, in which the greatest prince upon
earth would have undoubtedly failed. ,

The conduct of the dignified cl throughout all Europe
had long given scandal to the world. e bishops were grossly
ignomnt: they seldom resided in their dioceses, except to riot at
Iugh festivals; and all the effect their residence could have, was
to corrupt others by their ill example. Nay, some of them
could not so much as write, but employed some person, or chaP-
lain, who had attained that weomphsim' ent, to subscribe their
names for them. They followed the courts of princes, and as-
pired to the greatest offices. The abbots and monks were wholly
given up to luxury and idleness; and it appeared, by the un-
arried state both of the seculars and regulars, that the re-
straining them from having wives of their own, made them con-
clude they had a right to all other men’s. The inferior clergy
were no better; and, not having places of retreat to conceal
their vices in, as the monks had, they became more public. In
sum, all ranks of churchmen were so universally despised and
hated, that the world was very apt to be possessed with preju-
dice against their doctrines, for the sake of the men whose n-
terest it was to support them. And the worship of God was so
defiled with gross superstition, that, without great inquiries, all
men were easily convinced that the church stood in great need
of a reformation. This was much increased when the books
of the fathers began to be read, in which the difference between
the former and later ages of the church very evidently appeared.
They found, that a blind superstition came first in the room of
true piety; and when, by its means, the wealth and interest of
the clergy were highly advanced, the Popes had upon that es-
tablished their tyranny; under which, not only the meaner
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people, but even the crowned heads, had long groaned. All
these things concurred to muke way for the advancement of the
Reformation.

Wickliffe, Huse, Jerome of Prague, and others, had laid the
seeds of the Reformation, which I;g\rther nourished with great
warmth. The scandalous extolling of indulgences gave the first
occasion to all the contradiction that followed between Luther
and the church of Rome; in which, if the corruptions and cruelty
of the clergy had not been so visible and scandalous, so small a
matter conﬂd not have produced such a revolution: but any
crisis will put ill humours into a ferment.

As Protestants, we are certainly much obliged to Erasmus;
yet we are far more obliged, under God, to those great instru-
ments of the Reformation, viz. Luther, Zuinglius, Oecolampadius
_ Bucer, Melancthon, Cranmer, and others. The greatest enemies

of Luther cannot deny but that he had eminent qualities; and
history affords nothing more surprising than what he has done.
For a simple monk to be able to give popery so rude a shock,
that there needed but such another, entirely to overthrow the
Romish church, is what we cannot sufficiently admire, and marks
the hand of Providence conducting the whole. It was said,
with reason, that Erasmus, by his railleries, prepared the way
for Luther: and Simon Fontaine, the popish historian, com-

lained that Erasmus occasionally had done more mischief than

uther, because Luther only opened the door wider, after
Erasmus had picked the lock, and half opened it. Notwith-
standing all this, says Bayle, there must have been eminent gifts
in Luther, to produce such a revolution as he has done.

Martin Luther was born at Isleben, a town in the county of
Maansfield, in the circle of Upper Saxony, on the teath of No-
vember, 1483, at nine o’ at night, being St. Martin’s eve,
which made his parents name him Martin. His father was
called John Luther, or Luder, because he was a refiner of metals;
for Luder, in the German language, has that signification. It
is agreed that his business was about the mines; and that he was
the chief magistrate of the city of Mansfield. His mother’s name
was Margaret Lindeman, who was remarkable for her piety.

Among the falsehoods which have been published concerning
Martin Luther, no regard has been had to probability, or to the
rules of the art of slandering. The authors of them have as-
sumed the confidence of those who fully believe that the public
will blindly adl:ﬁt all their stories, however absurd. They have
dared to publish, that an incubus begat him; and have even
falsified the day of his birth, to frame a scheme of nativity to
his disadvantage. Father Maimbourg has been so equitable as
to reject this ridiculous story: but Gauricus has made himself
contemptible for his astrology. .

When Martin Luther was fourteen years of age, he was sent
to the public schools at Magdeburg, where he continued one
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year, and was then removed to that of Evsenach, where he
studied four years. The circumstances of his parents were at
that time so very low, and so insufficient to maintain him, that
he was forced, as Melchior Adam relates, mendicato vivere pane,
to live by begging his bread. When he had finished his gram-
mar studies, he was sent to the famous school at Eysenach in
Thuringia, for the sake of being among his mother’s relations,
where he applied himself very diligently to his books for four
© years, and began to discover all that force and strength of parts,
that acuteness and penetration, that warm and rapid eloquence,
which afterwards were attended with such amazing success. In
the year 1501, he was entered at the university of Erford or
Erfurt, in Thuringia, where he went through a course of phi-
losophy, and was admitted master of arts, in 1508, being then
twenty years old. He was soon after made professor of physic,
and ethies; but he chiefly applied himself to the study of the
civil law, and intended to advance himself to the bar, from which
he was diverted by this uncommon accident. As he was walki
in the fields with a friend, he was struck by a thunderbolt, whic
threw him to the ground, and killed his companion: whereupon
Luther resolved to withdraw from the world, and enter into
the order of the hermits of St. Auimfme. He made his pro-
fession in the monastery of Erfurt, where he took priest’s orders,
and celebrated his first mass in the year 1507.
It is reported that there was an old man in this monastery,
with whom Luther had several conferences upon many theo-
ical subjects, particularly concerning the article of remission
of sins. This article was explained by the old monk to Luther,
¢ that it was the express commandment of God, that every man
should believe hia sins to be forgiven him in Christ.” Luther
found this interpretation was confirmed by the testimony of St.
Bernard, who says, ¢ that man is freely justified by faith.” He
then perceived the me(mil¥ of St. Paul, when he repeéats, ¢« we
are justified by faith.” He consulted the expositions of many
writers upon that apostle, and saw through the vmitﬁ'nof those
interprz?t&ms whic :::i had rea;i bei;‘o:‘:ae of thn;l sch;:ld en. He
com e sayings and examples o ophets and apostles.
He ap.lnrso studied the works of S]:. Augnstinpz; Pbut still consulted
, the sententiaries, as Gabriel and Camarencis. He likewise read
the books of Occam, whose subtilty he preferred before Thomas
Aquinas and Scotus.
n 1508, the university of Wittenberg, in the duchy of
Saxony, was established under the direction of Staupitius, whose
opinion of Luther occasioned him to send for him from
“to Wittenbeg; where he tanght philosophy; and his
lectures were attended by Mellarstad, and many other wise and
learned men. He expounded the logic and philosophy of Aris-
totle in the schools; and began to examine the old theology, in
the churches. ‘
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Mellarstad uﬂmll_ys said, that Luther was of such a wonderful
spirit, and of such ingenious parts, as to give asparent. signifi-
cation that he would introduce a more compendious, easy, and
familiar manner of tcaching; as also alter and abolish the order
that was then used.

In the year 1512, he was sent to Rome, to take up some con-
troversies which ned among his order; and he conducted
himself so well as to obtain the character of a prudent man. This
is represented to have happened before he came to Wittenberg;
which is a mistake: for it was three years after he was at that
university. The occasion was this: Seven convents of the Au-
gustines quarrelled with their vicar-general, and Luther was
chosen by the monks to maintain their cause at Rome. He was
of an active spirit; a bold declaimer; was endued with a most
firm and steady temper, and had a prodigious share of natural
co which nothing could break or daunt. In short, he suc-
ceeded in his business, for which he was made doctor and pro-
fessor of divinity, upon his return to Wittenberg. At Rome
he saw the Pope and the court, and had an opportunity also of
obaerving the manners of the clergy, whose , superficial,
and impious way of celebrating mass, he has severely noted.
«] rmed mass,” says he, ¢ at Rome; I saw it also performed
by others, but in such a manner, that I never think of it without
the utmost horror.” He often spoke afterwards of his journey
to Rome, and used to say, that ¢ He would not but have made
¢it, for a thousand florins.” A monkish poet himself, upon the
view of the barefaced iniquity of the Pope’s pretended holy city,
could not help singing :

¢ Vivere qui cupitis sancté, discedite Romé ;
¢ Omnia cum liceant, non licet esse bonum.

If you would live righteously, keep clear of Rome: For though
her priests can license every thing else, they allow of nothing

The degree of doctor was forced upon him, against his will,
by Staupitius, who said to him, ¢ that God had many things to
bring to in his church by him.” These words were care-
lessly spoken ; yet they proved true, like many other predictions
before 'a great change. Luther was graduated doctor at the
expense of Frederic, elector of Saxony, who ¢ had hga.rd him
preach, well understood the quietness of his spirit, diligent.y
considered the vehemency of his words, and had in singwar
admiration those profound matters which in his sermon he
ripely and exactly explained.”

After this, he began to expound the epistle to the Romans, and
the Psalms; where he shewed the difference between thg law
and the l. He refuted the error that was then predominant
in schools and sermons; that men may merit remission of sins
by their own proper works. As John Baptist demonstrated the
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Lamb of God which took away the sins of the world; so Luther,
shining in the church as a bright star after an obscure sky, ex-
ressly shewed that sins are freely remitted for the love of the
%ﬁ of f"d’ and that we ought faithfully to embrace this boun-
Hgﬁfe was correspondent to his profession; and these happy
beginnings of such important matters procured him great au-
thority. However, he attempted no arteration in the ceremo-
nies of religion, and interfered with no doubtful opinions; but
contented himself with opening and declaring the doctrine of
repentance, of remission of sins, of faith, and of true comfort in
times of adversity. His doctrine was generally approved by
the learned, who conceived high pleasure to beﬂold Jesus
Christ, the prophets, and apostles, to emerge into the light, out of
darkness, whereby they began to understand the difference be-
tween the law and the gospel, between spiritual righteousness
and civil things; which certainly could not have been found in
Aquinas, Scotus, and other schoolmen. Erasmus revived learn-
ing, while Luther was teaching divinity at Wittenberg. The for-
mer brought the monks’ barbarous and sophistical doctrine into
contempt by his elegant work: which induced Luther to study
the Greek and Hebrew languages, that, by drawing the doc-
trine from the very fountains, he might pass his judgment with
more authority.
- 'We now come to turbulent and tempestuous times between
the reformed and the Romanists. The monks loudly com-
plained of Erasmus, whose bold and free censures of their pious
irimaces and superstitious devotions, had oiened the way for
uther. Erasmus, as they used to say, ¢ Laid the egg, and
Luther hatched it.” The ridiculous Maimbourg tells us, that
the catholic church enjoyed a sweet peace in the sixteenth cen-
tury, and held the Pope in profound veneration, till Luther
raised commotions: a story which was only fit to be told to
boys and girls at Paris. It is hard to name two Eersons, who
were more generally, and more deservedly abhorred, than
Alexander V’i and J’ulius IL.; and as to Leo X., all the world
knows that he sat very loose to religion and morality.

The year 1517, was the 856th from the reformation of reli-
gion in France by the Waldenses; the 146th from the first
confutation of popish errors in England by John Wickliffe ;
the 116th from the ministry of John Huss, who opposed the
errors of popery in Bohemia; and the 36th year from the con-
demnation of John de Wesalia, who taught at Worms.

The papal power was re-established, and carried farther than
‘ever. Agf the western world, except the Waldenses* in France,

* The rise of the Waldenses was from Waldus, or Valdo, a man of eminence
and property at Lyons in France, about the year 1160. He was brought to
seriousness by the sudden death of one of his friends ; and, having some learn-
ing, he read the scriptures, probably in the vulgate translation, which-be ren-
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and a few Hussites in Bohemia, having embraced the commu-
nion, and submitted to the authority 25 Rome; when all of a
sudden, and from a most inconsiderable accident, as it might
seem, § strange discontent arose, which ended in the revolt of
eat part of Europe; and the Pope, who might, just before,
Eve been considered in all the meridian of his glory, was in
er of losing all. The divine providence delights to accom~
ish the greatest purposes by the smallest means, that the hand
of God might appear rather than the hand of mau, and the great
Governor of the universe have all the glor{.I
Leo X. snoceeded Julius II. in 1518, He was of the ;iﬁ
and powerful family of the Medici of Florence, naturally proud
and r:ﬂy. But it 18 also said, tha}t lhe was of 3 courteous du:i
 position, . very generous to men of learning and integrity; anc
gv?uld, if he Ead been tolerably well skilled in dlvin,{ty, or
shewn any regard to pie%,halthough but feigned, have passed
for a very iood Pope. e magnificent church of St. Peter
was begun by Julius I1., and required very large sums to finish;
‘but Leo was desirous of having it comil;ted, notwithstanding
he had contracted many debts before his pontificate, and the
treasure of the a ﬁr;{li::n;halﬂ)er wa; ?‘:]hlgustelc}, 'fF‘\)ul:d ar the
great expense of finishing that superb edifice, Leq found hims
self obliged to have recourse to sgme extraordinar; means for
ruisiﬁlmoney; which he was advised, by cardinal Pucci, to d
by selling indulgences; as the court of Rome, upon seye
opcasions, had formerly experienced to her advantage in rasing
troops and money against the Turks. Leo, therefore, in 1517,
Exbhshed general indulgences throughout all Europe, in
vour of those who would contribute any sum to the buﬂe:im‘
of St. Peter’s.

dered into French, and expounded to others. This alarmed the clergy, whe
threatened him with excommunication, if he persisted ; but he, persuaded of the
truth and utility of what he had done, regarded not men, but'God. He was,
therefore, driven out of the city,with his friendsand followers,who were stripped
of their property, for which reason they were called not only Waldenses, but
the poor of Lyons, having nothing but the scanty subsistence which they goujd
pick up on the mountains of Savoy, where they remained for several ages. They
were joined by some men of learning, who hated the clergy, and maintained that
the bishop of Rome, and the priests, had corrupted the holy scriptures by their
tenets and glosses. They paid no tithes, made no offerings, observed no festi-
vals, and celebrated no fasts : they believed that prayers for the dead were
uselegs and supersgitious ; they denied the authority of priests, and despised
confession. They led pure and holy lives, and asserted that they only were the
true church, and that the church of Rome was a prostitate, which taught an
infinite number of errors, The Romish priests called the Waldenses, heretics 3
and their priests, who were called Barbes, were persecuted. But their posterity
now inhabit the valleys of Piedmont, called the Vaudois. Petar Gilles, minister
of the reformed church of La Tour, in the vale of Lucerne, composed, by order
of his superiors, an ecclesiastical history of the churches of the Vaudois, and
published it at Geneva in 1644 : and Claudius Seysselius, archbishop of Turin,
wrote a Treatise agsinst the Vaudois, with the hopes of converting them to
popery.
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Some gay, th#t these indulgences were published uynder the
+ pretence o makmﬁ war upon the Turks; and that the Pope

sent a jubilee, with his pardons, through all Christian realms,
whereby he collected an 1mmense treasure.

Several persons were sent into different countries, to preach
up these induuiﬁences, and to receive money for them. The col-
lectors persuaded the people, that those who gave to the value
of about ten shillings sterling, should at their pleasure deliver
one soul from the pains of urgatox. But if the sum was Jess,
thg{hpreached that it woul %oﬁt em nothing.

e Pope emﬁloyed the Dominicans in this dirty work in
Germany, at which the Augustines were irritated, and pretended
that the office of retailing indulgences belonged to them. As all
the money, raised this way in Saxony and thereabouts, wag
granted to M?dalen, sister to the Pope, she, to make the most
of it, appointed Archimbald, a bishop, by habit and title, but as
well versed in the tricking part of trade as a Genoese, to ma-
nage for her. But we are told, that Albert of Brandenburgh,
archbishop of Mentz and Magdeburg, who was soon after made
a cardinal, had a commission for Germany: that, instead of em-
ploying the Augustine friars, who had laboured above all the
religious orders to make them pass, he gave his commission to
John Tetzelius, a Dominican, and to other friars of the same
order; because he had lately collected great sums for the knights
of the Teutonic order, who were at war against the Muscovites,
by preaching up the like indulgences, which the Pope had
Erant&d to these knights. Tetzelius, or Iccelius, as he is called

y some, boasted that ¢ He had so ample a commission from the
Pope, that, though a man should have defloured the Virgin
ary, for a proper sum of money he could pardon him;” and
assured the people, that, “He did not only give pardon for sins
past, but also for sins to come.”

John Staupitius was the vicar-general of the Augustines in
Saxony; andp he was greatly esteemed by the elector, who was
one of the most opulent an(( potent princes in Germany. Stau-
pitius informed the elector of the pernicious consequences of
these indulgences. On this occasion, Luther, who was of the
Augustine order, and professor of divinity at Wittenberg, began
to examine the doctrine of indulgences, which the Dominicans
sold in the most open, and in the most infamous manner; and
having found it full of errors, he refuted it publicly in 1517. It
is said, he was naturally passionate, and zealous for the interest
of his order, which made him declaim against the abuses of indul-
gences, and maintain doctrinal theses about them, contrary to the
common notions of divines. But it seems not to have been any
spleen against the Dominicans that set Luther to work; it was
only his dislike to such practices. Some say that Leo X., whose
sordid traffic, to which he reduced the distribution of indul-
gences, gave birth to Luther’s Reformation, spoke honourably
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of this reformer in the beginning. Silvester Prierio, master
of the sacred palace, shewed Leo the doctrine which Luther
had vented in ll)xixa book concerning indulgences; but Pope Leo
answered, that Friar Martin had a fine genius, and that these
surmises were monkish jealousies.

Tetzelius, or Tecellius, impudently sold the Pope’s indul-
gences about the country. Luther was greatly exasperated at
the blasphemous sermons of this shameless Dominican; ¢ and
having lgis heart earnestly bent with ardent desire to maintain
true religion, published certain propositions concerning indul-
gences, which are to be read in the first tome of his works, and
set them openly on the temple that joineth to the castle of Wit~
tenberg, the morrow after the feast of All-saints, in 1517.” He
challenged any one to oppose them, either by writing or dispu-
tation.

John Hilten, a German Franciscan, of Eysenach, pretended
to ground some predictions upon the book of Daniel, in 1485.
Mg:;ncthon, who had seen the original of that work, says, the
author foretold, that, in 1516, the power of the Pope should
begin to decay. We are informecr that Hilten was put into
gnson, for having reformed some monastical abuses; and that

eing very sick, he sent to the guardian and told him, “I have
spoken no great matter against the mockery; but there shall
come one, In 1516, who shall overturn it.” Du Plessis adds,
that Luther began to preach in that year; in which he is mis-
taken, for the era of Lutheranism began not till 1517.

The first thesis published by Luther contained ninety-five

Eropositions, in which he plainly declared his opinion about in-
ulgences. He maintained <that the Pope could release no
punishments but what he inflicted; and so indulgences could be
only a relaxation of ecclesiastical penalties: that Christians are
to be instructed: that the purchase of a pardon is not to be com-
pared to works of mercy, and that it is better to give to the
poor, than to buy pardons: that no confidence should be placed
m indulgences, which cannot remit the least yenial sin in re-
spect of the guilt: that those who believe they shall be saved
by indulgences only, shall be damned with their masters; and
that it is a matter of indifference whether men buy or not buy
any indulgences.” He also condemned several propositions
which he attributed to his adversaries; and reproved several
abuses, of which he declared them guilty. He pronounced an
anathema upon those who spoke against the truth of apostolic
indulgences; but hoped for all blessings upon those, who should
be vigilant in stopping the licence and zeal of the preachers-up
of Eapal indulgences. '
uther vindicated his thesis in a letter to the archbishop of
Mentz, who promoted the sale of these indulgences, and told
Lim, “he could not keep silence, when he saw the soals in-
trusted to the care of such an illustrious person so ill instructed,
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and for which he must one day give an account;” assuring him
at the same time, that what he gild in opposing this monstrous
traffic, was entirely from a principle of conscience and duty, and
with a faithful am{ submissive temper of mind.

Tetzclius assembled the monks and sophistical divines of his
convent, whom he commanded to write somethini inst Lu-
ther; while he cried out from the pulpit, that Luther was a
heretic, and worthy to be prosecuted with fire. In a public
dispute at Francfort upon the Oder, he laid down a thesis, in
which he opposed that of Luther; and he also published a piece
in German against a sermon which Luther had preached on
indulgences. This preaching friar, who was an Inquisitor in
Germany, maintained, “that the ministers of the church may
impose a punishment to be suffered after death; and that it is
better to send a penitent with a small penance into purgatory,
than to send him into hell by refusing absolution: that heretics,
schismatics, and wicked men are excommunicated after dedth;
and the dead are subject to the laws of the church: that the
Pope, by granting plenary indulgences, intends to remit all
punishments in general: and that indulgences remit punish-
ment more readily than works of charity.”

Tetzelius also composed fifty other propositions about the
authority of the Pope, which he said was supreme, and above
the universal church, and a council; that there are many
catholic truths, which are not in the holy scriptures; that the
truths defined by the Pope are catholic; and tgat his judgment
in matters of faith is infallible.

These famous positiens of Luther and Tetzelius were like
the challenge and defence of the dispute set on foot by both
parties. Luther wrote with great moderation in the begmning
of this important dispute; but Tetzelius treated him as an he-
resiarch. The former trusted to the goodness of his cause,
which he defended by his parts and knowledge: the latter was
so ignorant, that he could not write his own answer, which was
drawn.up for him by Conradus Wimpina, the divinit{-profes-
sor at Frankfort. Luther was protected by the elector of
Saxony; but Tetzelius had more authority by his offices of com-
missioner and inquisitor, though he was a man of such ver
profligate morals, that he had been condemned to die for adul-
tery at Inspruck, and was pardoned at the intercession of the
elector of Saxony.

The emperor Klaximilian, being at Inspruck, was so offended
at the wickedness and impudence of Tetzelius, who had been
convicted of adultery, that he intended to have him seized upon,

ut in a bag, and flung into the river; and would have done it,
if he had not been hindered by the solicitations of Frederic,
elector of Saxony. Tetzel, or Tetzelius, was a person too
mean and worthless, to be compared on any account with
Luther ; and Seckendorf tells a pleasant tale of a gentleman of
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Leipsic, who bought an indulgence of Tetzellits, only by way

of absolution for robbing and cudgellingfhim afterwatds.

Tetzelius caused the propositions of Luther t3 be burnt,
which enforced Luther to treat more amply of thé tause, and to
maintain his matter, Thus arose this controvetsy, * wherein
Luther, (says Fox,) neither suspecting, nor dreaming of any
change that inight happen in the ceremonies, did tiot utterly
reject the indulgences, but required a moderation in ther.
And therefore they falsely accuse him, which blaze that hd
began with plausible matter, whereby he might get praise, to
the end that he might change the state of the commonwealth,
and purchase authority either for himself or others.”

As it was not expected, and perhaps Luther did not think at
first of falling off from the Pope, many divines, some cardi- -
nals, and George, duke of Saxony, pleased with the justice of
his cause, and Eis manner of defending it, sided with him; and
the emperor Maximilian said, that he ought to be protected.
Nor had Luther any enemies, while he confined himself t¢é
writing against the abuse of indulgences, except the monks anl
their agents, whose interest was at stake. Thesé, indeed, raised
a great clamour against him; but their malice, without argli-
ment, increased, instead of lessening, his party. .

John Eckius, professor and Vice-chanccSlor of the university
of Ingoldstadt, A\Eo opposed Luther; in which he was joined by
Silvester Prierias, pro?essor in the university of Padua, vicar-
general of the Dominicans, and master of the sacred palace
under Pope Leo X. Luther opposed the indulgences tll?
reasons. But Eckius and Prierias, not finding themselves suf-
ficiently strong to answer him, had recourse to common places,
and laid down for a foundation, the authority of the Popé, and
consent of the schoolmen; concluding, that indulgences ought to
be received as an article of faith, since tho;y roceeded from the
Pope, who had approved the doctrine of the schoolinen, ard
was infallible in matters of faith. Eckius wrote his Obelisks
against Luther’s thesis, without intending to publish it, and
Luther published it, together with his own refutation. As for
Prierias, nothing can make us better understand thé success of
his writings, than to know that he was commanded by the
Pope to write no more on matters of cotitroversy. Luther
answered Eckius in another thesis, about repentance; find as-
serted “that the just man lives, not by the works of the law,
but by faith.” He also answered Prierias, who had treated
him with threats, and imperious reflections. He had a fotrth
adversary in Jacobus Hogostratus, a friar-preacher, who tvrote
against some of his propositions, and advised the Pope to con-
demn Luther, and burn him, if he would not retract. Luther
made a kind of manifesto against this author, in which he re-
proached him with cruelty and ignorance.

The Christian world, at that time, was dverwhelmed tith
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estemonies. Divinity was mere chicanery, ot sephistry. New
and absurd totions were every day advanced in the schools;
and the clergy of all orders, by lording it over men’s con-
sciences, rendered themselves hated and despised. The turbu-
leiit humour, infidelity, and ambition of the two last Popes were
not forgotten. ~ Bishops in general were without mtegrity
of capacity; and the mferior clergy, besides being prossly
ignorant, and notoriously immoral, were become intolerable,
on account of their insatiable avaricd. The clergy, for a long
time, had been vicious and illiterate} but these things were
taken notice of, now learning began to revive in Europe. Priests
and monks, whose actions would not beat the light, were highly
incensed against the restorers of literature ; and scrupled ot to
accuse them of heresy, when they found they had no share with
them in argument. On this account they commeénced a dispute
with John Reuchlin, commonly called io, the at He-
brezn, because he opposed the destruction of the uds, the
Targums, and the writings of the Rabbing which some wished
to anhihilate, because opposed to Christianity., Reuchlin shewed
that these weapons might be turned against the Rws, and that
it would look but ill, if, instead of answerkig, we should burn the
arguments of our adversaries. These ignotamuseés maintained
.their cause so very poorly, that it wis no wonder it ended in
their confusion, and gave the learned Ulric Van Hutten a fine
hitidle to expose them, in a book cilled Bpistole obsentorem
FP¥rorum. Erasmus also espoused the cause of Luther, tho

be afterwards, ina treatise, De libero arbifrigy started some
jettions to his opinions. It was dbvious that this was done
rather at the solicitation of others, than of his own inclination,
But the main point was not affected by them, and thoy were
stifficiently refuted by Luther.

As Luther of the scandalots sale of pardons andl indul:
gences, so in the countries where the Reformation had got an
etitrance, or in the neighbourhood of them; this was no more
heard of ; and it has been taken for granted, that such sn infa-
mious traffic wak no longer practised.

Seckendorf, in his history of Lutheranism, hath confuted the
falsehood and calumnies of Varillas, Maimbo Palavicini,
Bossuet, and others of the same stamp. But we will now sélect
a few things from various authors, which characterise Luther.

It is said he was rough in controversy, and that his reply to
Henry VI1II. was disresy : but he had a very unfavourable
opifhion of sovereign princes; which is evident the smart
remark that he made on Charles V. snatching \lﬁ spiritind five
ings, a3 a dog did meat from the shambles, He wsed to say
that the Pope and his partisans were such incorrigible repte-
bates, that they ought to be treated in the severzst fwnner;
and that Erasmus spoiled all, by shewing them too mueh cour-
tesy dnd fespect. he thus lashed the Papists, so he did not
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greatly spare his own brethren of the reformation, if they de-
parted from his sentiments. He accounted matrimony to be
not only lawful, but a duty incumbent upon all who were ca-
pable of entering into that state.

Bellarmin, and the Abbé Richard, have accused Luther of
Arianism. Their accusation hath no better foundation than
this, that Luther declared his dislike of the word tonsubstantial;
and said, that the Arians, though otherwise in the wrong, were -
in the right to reject unscriptural terms, introduced by men,
who thought they could speak better upon the subject, than the
Spirit of God: but it appears from Luther’s works, that he
was not at all in the sentiments of the Arians.

Luther was an enemy to-the allegorical and mystical way of
expounding the scriptures, as being precarious and dangerous,
tending to fanaticism, and exposing religion to the scoffs of in-
fidels. He also blamed those, who pretended to interpret the
Apocalypse to the people. He abhorred the schoolmen, and
caﬁ:d them sophistical locusts, caterpillars, frogs, and lice. He
declared himself against persecution, compulsion, and violence,
in matters of Peligion. :

Luther said, “ When my first positions concerning indul-
gences were brought before the Pope, he said, a drunken Ger-
man wrote them; when he hath slept out his sleep, and is sober

in, he will be of another mind.” But Luther often apolo-
gised for his roughness. I am accused,” says he, ‘of rude-
ness and immodesty, particularly by adversaries who have not
a grain of candour or good manners. If, as they say, I am
saucy and impudent, I am, however, simple, open, and sincere,
without any of their guile, dissimulation, or treachery.”

The Pope and the emperor were equally concerned that
Luther was allowed to propagate his opinions in Saxony, where
the great number of his followers, and the resolution with which
he defended his opinions, made it evident, that it would become
troublesome both to the church and empire, if a stop was not
put to his dproceeding*s. Luther defended his propositions by
reason and scripture against Tetzelius, who had recourse to the
authority of the Pope and church. This made it necessary for
Luther to examine upan what foundation one was founded, and
in what state the other remained. In the course of this in-
quiry, monstrous errors and abuses were discovered; the cheats
and scandalous ‘lives of monks and priests were brought to
light ; and Luther, for securing to himself the assistance of
temporal princes, took care to explain the nature and extensive-
ness of civil power.

Temporal government is founded on the highest reason, as
well as on divine institution; for, without it, men would be
constantly exposed to rapine and confusion: but it has never
yet been proved, that a spiritual monarchy is either necessar
or serviceable to Christianity. It is an artificial fabric, whi
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must be supported by arts; and the views of Popes will always
be different from temporal princes. If the Pope’s partisans.
say, his authority is founded on the positive command of God ;
that should be proved clearly from scripture. If they say it is
derived from St. Peter, it ought to be proved, not only that
such an authority was vested in him, but that he was bishop of
Rome, exercisedy it there, conveyed it down to his successors,
and that that succession has not been interrupted. Instead of
proving these things, the popish doctors declined meddling with
them, and filled the heads of their people with things foreign to
the main point. They talked of a long succession of Popes; of
the great antiquity and universality of the church; and laid
great stress upon the Promise, that ‘“the gates of hell shall
never prevail against it.” Fathers, councils, and miracles, were:
also appealed to; and if any one was still dissatisfied, he was:
branded with the name of heretic, without so much as hearing:
his reasons; and he had good luck if he escaped burning.

The papal constitution was admirably contrived upon the
foundation of a siig,mlar kind of monarchy. Princes have for-
merly strengthened their authority by giving out that they
were descended from the gods, or that their government was
founded by their express command; and if success attended
them; which was looked upon as a mark of divine favour, they
were after death reckoned among the deities. But the Pope
calls himself the lieutenant of Jesus Christ ; arrogates to him-
self, while living, all power in heaven and ea and would
have it believed that such as refuse to acknowledge his autho-
rity cannot be saved. If these points are well settled, the whole
business is done : for what is more proper to draw the venera--
tion of men, than the notion that the majesty of God resides:
in him? Or, what stronger motive can there be to the most:
absolute submission, than the fear of damnation ?

The Pope does not, like other sovereigns, bind himself tw
any terms, on his entering upon the government; and, indeed},
it would be absurd for him, who is said to be guided by the
Holy Ghost, to be laid under any restriction. e subjects of
this monarchy may he divided into clergy and laity. The first,
which comprehends all ecclesiastics, may he considered as his
standing army. The second, which takes in all else of the
Roman communion, are no better than slaves, on whom large
contributions are raised for the support of the others. The
clergy are not allowed to marry, under a pretence that worldly
cares would prevent a faithful discharge of their duty; but the.
true reason is, that they may be free from the ties of paternali
or conjugal affection, and be ready on all ocecasions to promote
the interest of the church.

Pope Paul TV. boasted of having 288,000 parishes,, and
44,000 monasteries, under his jurisdiction. What a prodigious
number of ecclesiastics were then under the papal power 2 As
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& blind submission of the laity to the clergy was absolmz ne-
cessary for supporting this spiritual t y, they were
to read the scriptures; for if these been well understood, it
would have been obvious that no ene was authorised to lord it
over the conscience of another; and, by keeping these amo
the clergy, they had an opportunity of mixing something wit|
every doctrine they taught, that might promote the interest or
power of the Pope and themselves. In order to make way for
tradition, the hely scripture was represented as imperfect ; and
whatever could serve the cause of ﬁome was imposed upon the
poor deluded people under that name.

As the first decay and ruin of the church began through ig-
norance and want of knowl in teachers; so, to restore :Ee

church again by doctrine and , it pleased God to open
to mm‘zﬁrartyof printing, shortl :ier the burning of Jghn
Huss and Jerome. The art of printing being found, the grace
of God immediately followed, which stirred men of better
sam to receive the gght of knowledge and of j ent; whereby
arkness be‘fan to be espied, and ignorance to be detected ;
truth to be discerned from error, and religion from superstition.
The first fush and assault against the Romish church, about this
'%evriod at least, was given by Picus Mirandula, Valla Petrarch,
esalia, Revelinus, Grocin, Colet, Rhenanus, and Erasmus,
whose learned writings opened a window of light to the world,
and made a way more ready for others to come after. Imme-
diately, according to Googs gracious appointment, followed
Martm Luther, with others after him,a%y whose ministry it
El'hm the Lord to work a more full reformation of his church.
e Lord ordsined and appointed Luther to be the principal
:ll;egan and minister under to reform religion, and subvert
etzelius stirred up the archbishop of Magdeburg and others
against Luther, who boldly answered all their writings. The
emperor Maximilian, on the 5th of August, 1518, wrote to
Pope Leo X. and required him to stop these dangerous disputes
by his autherity ; assuring him that he would execute in the
empire; whatever his holiness should appoint. The Pope or-
dered Hyeronymus de Genutiis, bishop of Ascoli, and auditor
of the apostolic chamber, to cite Luther to appear at Rome
within sixty days, that he might give an account of his doctrine
to the auditor, and Prierias, master of the palace, to whom he
had committed the judgment of the cause. The Pope, on the
twenty-third of August, wrote a letter to the elector of Saxony;
desiring him to give Luther no protection, but to put him into
the hand of cardinal Cajetan, his 'egate in Germany ; assuring
him, that if Luther was innocent, he would send him back ab-
solved; and if guilty, he would pardon him upon his repéen-
tance. At the same time, the Pope likewise sent a brief to
eardinal Cajetan, in whieh he ordered him te bring Luther

rbid

—.
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Before him ds oot 4s possible; and; to hinder the princes from-
being ahy impediment to the execution of this order, he de-
notiticed the ordinary punishments of excommunication, inter-
dietiony and privation of goods, agninst those that should re-
céive Lither and give hit protection; and ll:romised a plenary
indyilgence to thost who should assist in delivering him up:
The elector of Shxony was unwilling that Luther should ap-
rem' persotially at Rome; and the university of Wittenberg
titerceded with the Pope; whe consented that the matter shoul
be tried before cardinal Cajetan, in Germany: This prelate
wis 8 Dominican; yet Luther met him at burgy in Oc-
tober: Cujetan u#sserted the authority of the Pope; and said
ke was abdve a countil. Luther denied it, and alleged thé au=
thority of the university of Paris. Luther delivered Cajetan a
formal protestations in the presence of four impetial counsellors
and a notary, wherein he declared; “that he had only souglit
aftef truth, and would not retract, without being convinced he
wis Wwrung: that he was satisfied, he had advanced nothing
wntfur $0 the huly seri the doctrine of the fathers; des
eretils of the Popesy an rlﬁhi; reason: that he had advanced
fivthife but what was sound, true, and catholic: arid that heé
Wweuld submit hitnsslf to the lawful determination of the chureh:
Thy l‘?'ou thteatened Luther with the cehsnres of the
churchi if he would not retracty and bring his recantatiom
Luther knew that Cajetan had orders to seize him; if he weuld
it submit: and; therefore, on the sixteenth of October, 3
fmade an act of appeal, before a notary, wherein he vindic
hinjmﬁolf, and dec:lar;rd thz?h h%m o ressedh hamd injurel(ll; ::ind
obliged to a om the Pope; for which purpose he de-
tiitnded letwprge of mission, and l],n'ut.esved he wl:mld pursue his
#ippenk. Luther told the legate; that as he had not deserved
hig tensures, 30 he disregarded them; and then retuined to
Wittenberyy, where he tvas safe under the protection of the
elector of Baxony. Luther was powerfully rted by the
tihiversity of Wittenberg; where he econtinued to teach the
same doctrines, and sent a challenge to all the inquisitors te
: te with him there, under the sanction of a safe conduet
froi his priice, and the most respectable hospitality from the
dniversity.
The cardinal, mortified at Luther’s escape; wrote to the
wlectot; ont the twenty-fifth of Oetober; 1518, desiring him to
¥e hith up, to settd him to Rome or to banish hm from
& dominiong. To this letter thé eleetor answered, on the
ghtéenth of December following; and told the cardinal; that
h he would lmve dealt with Luther in another man-
hety and hot have insisted upon his recanting, before his eause
ad héard and judged; that there were several able men in his
Ot iind iii other universities; who did not think Luther’s doo-
trine Sither impiows or heretieal j that if e had believed it
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such, there would have been no need of admonishing him not
to tolerate it ; that Luther not being convicted of heresy, he
could not banish him from his states, nor send him to Rome;
and that, since Luther offered to submit himself to the judg-
ment of several universities, he thought they ought to hear him,
or at least, shew him the errors which he taught m his writings.”
While these things passed in Germany, Pope Leo attempted

to K:t an end to these disputes about indulgences, by a decision
of his own ; and for that purpose, upon the ninth of November,
published a brief, dir to cardinal Cajetan, in which he de-
clared, that the Pope, the successor of St. Peter, and vicar of
Jesus Christ upon earth, hath power to pardon, by virtue of
the keys, the guilt and punishment of sin; the guilt by the sa-
crament of penance, an«f the temporal punishments due for ac-
tual sins by indulgences. That these indulgences are taken from
the overplus of the merits of Jesus Christ and his saints, a trea-
sure at the pope’s own disposal, as well by way of absolution as
suffrage; and that the dead and the living, who properly and
truly obtain these indulgences, are immediately freed from the
unishment due to their actual sins, according to the divine
Justice, which allows these indulgences to be granted and ob-
tained.” - This brief ordains, ¢ that all the world shall hold and
- preach this doctrine, under the pain of excommunication re-
served to the Pope; and enjoins cardinal Cajetan to send it to
all the archbishops and bishops of Germany, and cause it to be
Enst in execution by them.” Luther knew very well, that after
i ju;ifment of the Pope, he could not possibly escape being
proceeded against, and condemmed at Rome; and, therefore,
upon the twenty-eighth of the same month, published a new
from the {’ope to a general council, in which he asserts

e superior authority of the latter over the former. The Pope,
foreseeing that he should not easily manage Luther, so long as
the elector of Saxony continued to support and protect him,
sent the elector a golden rose, such a one as he used to bless
every year, and send to several princes, as marks of his parti-
cular favour to them. Miltitius, his chamberlain, whom we
have before observed to have been a German, was intrusted
with this commission; by whom the Pope sent also letters,
dated the beginning of January, 1519, to the elector’s coun-
sellor and secretary, in which he prayed those ministers to use
all possible interest with their master, that he would stop the
progress of Luther’s errors, and imitate therein the piety and
religion of his ancestors. It appears by Seckendorf’s account
of Miltitius’s negotiation, that Frederic had long solicited for
this bauble from the Pope; and that three or four years before,
when his electoral highness was a bigot to the court of Rome, it
had probably been a most welcome present. But, post _est oc-
casio calva, it was now too late: Luther’s contests with tl'!e
see of Rome had opened the elector’s eyes, and enlarged his
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mind ; and therefore, when Miltitius delivered his letters, and
discharged his commission, he was received but coldly by the
elector, who valued not the consecrated rose, nor would receive
it publicli and in form, but only privately, and by his proctor.

As to Luther, Miltitius had orders to require the elector to
oblige him to retract, or to deny him his protection: but thingy
were not now to be carried with so high a hand, Luther’s cre-
dit being too firmly established. Bes;ges, the emperor Maxi-
milian departed this life upon the twelfth of this month, whose
death greatly altered the face of affairs, and made the elector
more able to determine Luther’s fate. Miltitius thought it best,
therefore, to try what could be done by fair and gentle means,
and to that end came to a conference with Luther. He poured
forth many commendations upon him, and earnestly entreated
him, that he would himself appease that tempest, which could
not but be destructive to the c%urch. He blamed, at the same
time, the behaviour and conduct of Tetzelius, and reproved
him with so much sharpness, that he died of melancholy a short
time after. Luther, amazed at all this civil treatment, which he
had never experienced before, commended Miltitius highly, and
owned, that if they had behaved to him so at first, all the trou-
bles occasioned by these disputes had been avoided ; and did
not forget to cast the blame uyon Albert, archbishop of Mentz,
who had increased these troubles by his severity. Miltitius also
made some concessions; as, that the people had been seduced
by false opinions about indulgences; that Tetzelius had given
the occasion ; that the archbishop had set on Tetzelius to get
money ; that Tetzelius had exceeded the bounds of his com-
mission, &c. This mildness and seeming candour, on the part
of Miltitius, gained so wonderfully upon Luther, that he wrote
a most submissive letter to the Pope, dated the thirteenth of
March, in 1519. Miltitius, however, taking for-granted that
they would not be contented at Rome with this letter of Lu-
ther’s, written, as it was, in general terms only, proposed to
refer the matter to some other judgment; and it was agreed
between them, that the elector of Triers should be the judge,
and Coblentz the place of conference. But this came to nothing.;
for Luther afterwards gave some reasons for not going to Co
lentz, and the Pope would not refer the matter to the elector
of Triers. .

During all these treaties, the doctrine of Luther spread, and
prevailed greatly; and he himself received great encouragement
at home and abroad. 'The Bohemians about this time sent him
a book of the celebrated John Huss, who had fallen a martyr in
the work of reformation; and also letters, in which they ex-
horted him to constancy and perseverance, owning, that the
divinity which he taught was the pure, the sound, and orthodox
divinity. Many great and learned men had joined themselves
to him; among the rest, Philip Melancthon, whom Frederic had
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invited to the unjversity of Wittenherg, in Angust 151
Andrew Carolostadius,tyarchdeacon ofrgthat town, who m
great linguist. They desired, if possible, to draw over Erasmug
to their party; and to that end we find Melancthon thus ex-
gressing himself in a letter to that great man, dated Leipsic,
anuary the fifth, in 1519: ¢ Martin Luther, who has a very
%x‘-eat esteem for you, wishes of all things that you woulc
thoroughly approve of him.” Luther also himgelf wrote ta
Erasmus, in very respectful, and even flattering terms: ¢ I
mi Erasme, vir amabilis, si ita tibi visum fuerit, agnosce et hunc
Jraterculum in Christo ; tui certé studiosissymum et amantissimum,
caterum pro inscitid sud nihil meritum, quam ut in angulo sepultus
esset.” The elector of Saxony was desirous also to know Eras-
mus’s opinion of Luther, and might probably think, that as Eras-
mus had most of the monks fl':)ugbis enemies, and some of those
who were warmest a%:unst Lauther, he miﬁht easily be prevailed
on to come over to their party. And indeed they would have
done something, if they could have gained this point; for the
reputation of Erasmus was so great, that if he had once declared
for Luther, almost all Germany would have declared along
with him.

But Erasmus, whatever he might think of Luther’s opinions,
bad neither his impetuosity, nor his courage. He contented
himself therefore with acting and ing in his usual strain of
moderation, and wrote a letter to the elector Frederic, in which
he declared ¢ His dislike of the arts which were employed to
make Luther odious; that he did not know Luther, and so could
neither approve nor condemn his writings, because indeed he
had not read them: that, however, he condemned the railing at
him with so much violence, because he had submitted himself to
the jmﬁment of those whose office it was to determine, and no
man had endeavoured to convince him of his error; that his an-
tagonists seemed rather to seek his death, than his salvation;
that they mistook the matter in supposing that all error is heresy;
that there are errors in all the writings of both ancients and
moderns; that divines are of different opinions; that it is more
prudent to use moderate. than vialent means; that the elector
«I)Jughgc to protect innoceucy, and that this was the intent of

eo "’

Erasmus wrote also a friendly letter in answer to Luther’s,
and tells him, that < His books had raised such an uproar at
Louvain, as it was not possible for him to describe; that he could
not have believed divinies could have been such madmen, if he
had not been present, and seen them with his eyes; that by de-
fending him, he had rendered himself suspected; that many
abused him as the leader of this faction, so they call it; that there
were many in England, and some at Louvain, no incousiderable
persons, who blgglﬁ approved his opinions; that, for his own
party he endeavoyred to carry himself as evenly as he could with
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all parties, that he might more effectually serve the interests of
learning and religion; that, however, he thought more might
be done by civil and modest means, than by intemperate heat

and passion; that it would be better to inveigh aigmnst those
o

who abuse the Pope’s authority, than against the Popes them-
selves; that new opinions should rather be promoted in the way
of proposing doubts and difficulties, than by ing and der

ciding peremptorily; that nothing should be delivered with fac-
tion and arrogance, but that the mind, in these cases, should be
kept entirely free from anger, hatred, and vain-glory. I say
not this,” says Erasmus, with that great address of which he was
master, “asif you = * *  admanitions of this kind, but only
that you may not v
present. Hec non
Jacias.” When thi
never seen each o
in 1519, and it is |
that Erasmus was (
but the courage to
cludes it: «I hav
Psalms: they plear
with great advanta,
twerp, who says h
tionately. Heis
one of {u society
tive either to the MQUS Loee ceo 1 LIEM, UF L W
profit. I have written to Melancthon. The Lord Jesus pour
upon you his spirit, that you may abound more and more,
every day, to his glory and the service of the church. Farewell.”
Frederie, elector of Saxony, was the patron and protector
of Luther; but George, a prince of the same house, opposed
Lauther to the utmost of his power. The former desir ras-
mus to give him his opinion concerning Luther; and Erasmus
gave it jocosely: but gravely told the archbishop of Mentz
that the monks condemned many things in the booEs of Luther
as heretical, which were esteemed as orthodox in Bernard
and Austin. Lrasmus wrote also to cardinal Wolsey, that the
life and conyersation of Luther were universally commended;
and it was no small prejudice in his favour, that his morals
were unblameable, and that no reproach could be fastened upon
him by calumny itself. ¢If I had really been at leisure,” says
Erasmus, “to peruse his writings, I am not so conceited of
m‘y own abilities, as to a judgment upon the performance
of so considerable a divine: though even children, in this
knowing age, will boldly pronounce that this is erroneous, and
that is heretical.”
Claude has spoken judiciously of Luther, when he wishes he
had been more temperate in his way of writing; and that with
his great and invincible courage, with his ardent zeal for the
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truth, with that unshaken constancy he ever manifested, he
could have shewed a greater reserve and moderation. But the
divine Providence had a great work to effect by Luther, in
which strength and even roughness of spirit were requisite to
encounter every kind of difficulty, and to bear up against the
rage, in a manner, of the whole world. When men would
fell a wood, they employ a heavy rough axe, and not a smooth
and polished razor. elancthon said very justly of him, upon
seeing his picture, in this extempore line:—

¢ Fulmina erant lingue singula verba tue.'’
¢« Thy single words were piercing thunderbolts,”’

The monks took upon them to rail most violently, and even
seditiously, in their sermons against the reformers. ¢ Whence,”
says Erasmus, “came this new race of deities? They call ever
one a heretic whom they dislike, and stir heaven and eart
when they are called calumniators.” He owns that Luther had
given them good advice on many points; and that it would be
an impiety to leave him undefended, where he had the truth on
his side; for then who would ever dare to stand up for the
truth? Hitherto, adds Erasmus, Luther has certainly been
useful to the world: he hath set men upon studying the fathers,
some to satisfy their own minds, and others to plague him by
hunting out arguments and objections against him.

If Erasmus had not the same impetuous acrimony in his
style, which predominated in the writings of Luther, yet the.
monks were equally offended at him; because the abuses which
he attacked were the source of their best revenues. :

Erasmus, in 1519, wrote to Melancthon, that all the world

greed in commending the ‘moral character of Luther, and
wished that God might grant him success equal to the liberty
which he had taken. Melancthon was always mild and mode-
rate, and had a sincere affection for Luther; but sometimes
could not refrain from complaining of his bold and impetuous
temper. However, Erasmus entertained hopes that the at-
tempts of Luther, and the great notice which had been taken of
them, might be serviceable to true Christianity. In this he
was rot mistaken, as the event proved; for, from this period,
Luther’s writings and the cause of Reformation spread all over
the Christian world, and brought into full blaze the glimmer-
ing light, which had been introduced by Wickliffe, Huss, and
other learned and good men. :

Frederic of Saxony, one of the most virtuous and illustrious
princes of that century, was a friend both to Luther and to the
Reformation; and the protestants have great reason to reve-
rence and bless his memory. When he might have been chosen
emperor, he declined it, and gave the crown to Charles V.
Erasmus wrote a letter to him, which was very favourable to
Luther. Andrew Bodestine, from his native place, called Ca-
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rolostadius, defended the writings of Luther. Bucer was pre-
sent when Luther maintained his doctrine before the Augus-
tine friars at Heidelberg, and told Rhenanus ¢ that his sweet~
ness in answering was admirable, and his patience in hearing
incomparable: that the acuteness of St. Paul, in resolving
doubts, might have been seen in Luther; so that he brought
them all into admiration of him, by his concise and nervous
answers, taken out of the storehouse of the holy scriptures.”
Luther was honourably entertained at Heidelberg, by Wolf-
gang, the count palatine; and Erich, duke of Calemberg, es-
poused his cause. Erich shared in the danger and glory of all
the undertakings of the emperor Maximilian, and was a great
ornament to the house of grunswick Lunenberg. He saved
the life of that emperor in 1504, who perpetuated the memory
of his valour, by uf;i a bright star to his coat of arms, on the
very field of battle, wil:E this explanation : that as the mornin
star exceeds all the others in lustre, so duke Erich was as mu
superior to all other princes of his time.” This star has ever
since continued in the coat of arms of the house of Brunswick,
and is placed upon the helmet in the middle of the peacock’s
train.  Ernest, duke of Lunenberg, was educated under the
insﬁ.ion of his uncle Frederic, surnamed the wise, elector
of Saxony, who sent him early to the university of Wittenberg,
where he made a great progress in learning, and had an oppor-
tunity to converse with Luther, when he began to discover his
sentiments about the hierarchy, and the doctrines of the see of
Rome. Ernest boldly embraced the doctrine of Luther; and
his example was followed by his brothers Otho and Francis; as
also by Philip, of the line of Grubenhagen. These princ esmade
the necessary preparations to introduce the Reformation into
the circle of Lower Saxony, as the elector their uncle was
doing in that of the Upper Saxony. Ernest was determined
to pursue the glorious scheme he had formed, gradually to
abolish the errors and abuses that had t into the church. -
His concern was so great for extending the knowledge of the
ure faith, that he generously sent learned men to the county of
oya, East Friesland, and other parts of Germany, to preach
the gospel in its native simplicity. Such was his zeal in the
cause of the reformation, so raany were the difficulties and
o‘l:positions he met with on that account, that he justly merited
the surname which was given him of Confessor. It should be
observed, that the emperor Otho IV., one of the most illus-
trious ancestors of the house of Brunswick, so early as in the
beginning of the thirteenth century, notwithstanding the igno-
rance and bigotry of those times, endeavoured with uncommon
resolution to lay open the abuses of the see of Rome, even in
defiance of its excommunications. His endeavours were not
attended with the success they deserved; yet they have ren-
dered his name sacred to posterity, as he was the first prince
c
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who ventured to o the encroachments of the papacy,
whereby others wergmrwards incited thoroughly to exm
the title, which the popes pretended they had, to impose arbi-
t.raﬁ laws on Christendom.

kius had wrote some notes upon the first thesis of Lu-
ther, which were answered by Carolostadius; and a conference
was agreed on at Leipsic, by the consent of prince George of
Saxony, uncle to the elector Frederic. Eckius aﬂ)eared, and
was met by Luther, who was accompanied by Melancthon and
Carolostadius. Both parties were well received by the prince,
the senate, and university, who appointed a great hall in the
castle for the place of the conference, which was solemnly
opened on the twenty-seventh of June, 1519. The first dispu-
tation was concerning free-will, which Eckius undertook to
prove by a passage in Ecclesiasticus; and was opposed by Ca-
rolostadius, who denied that free-will had a distinct operation
from grace. This d:sdpute continued a whole week; in which
time Luther preached a sermon, in the chapel of the castle,
upon the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul, wherein he declaimed
against the authority of the PoEle. The dispute was then car-
ried on between Luther and Eckius, upon thirteen propositions
extracted by the latter out of the writings of the ¥ormer; the
last and principal of which, was against the su¥remacy of the
Pope. Euther alleged against it, the canon of the council of
Afrie, which ordained that the bishop of the first see should
not be called the prince of bishops, or supreme bishop; and he
maintained that Wickliffe and Huss ought not to have been
condemned, as many of their articles were orthodox; and that
he could oppose the tradition and e of the Greek church
for 1400 years, to the condemnation of the Bohemians. Eckius
atten? to prove the doctrine of indulgences, by the autho-
ity of the general councils of Vienna, Lateran, and Constance :
he said that St. Gregory had published them, 900 years before;
that they were approvg- by the consent of the universal church;
and that all the Christian world had acknowledged them by
receiving the jubilees. Luther replied, that he preferred works
of charity before indulgences, and supported his opinion by
the authority of St. Paul and St. Aungustine, who say, ¢ we can
do no good without charity and grace.” Eckius seemed to
make this question a matter of nothing: but Luther had the
advantage of the argument. He knew ¢ that the Christian
princes had been tired of making expeditions to the Holy Land,
which were only specious pretences, invented by the Popes, to
drain them of their blood and treasure; and that another
scheme was then set on foot to allure them and their subjects
to part with their money; that frequent jubilees were kept at
Rome, though, according to their first nstitution, they were
to take place but once in a century; that the Popes perceived
the advantages which arose from {;ringing people together to
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their market, from all parts of the Christian world, and
shortened the time, by ordering a jubilee to be kmery fifty
years, and afterwards appointed one t» be eele d every
thirty years ; that immense sums were brought into the Pope’s
coffers by these jubilees at Rome, where all that resorted re-
ceived absolution for their sins, for a particular sum ; and that
indulgences being found so beneficial, they were sold all over
Europe, and no more confined to certain times and jubilees.”

The conference at Leipsic continued fourteen days; and the
dispute was left to the decision of the universities of Paris and
Erfurt: but Luther opened the whole to the world, by publish-
ing a tract, entitled, * Resolutions of the propositions disputed
at Leipsic,” and addressed to Spalatinus; m which ke said that
Eckius had no cause to boast of the dispute, and had acknow-
ledged that no trust ought to be put in indulgences, Melanc-
thon wrote with great moderation upon these conferences: and
Eckius told Hogostratus, that the Lutherans had great advan-
tages over him, because they were many against a single man.
Jerome Emser owned, that the dispute at Leipsic was rather
sharp than edifying : but the two universities never gave their
judﬁments about the contests in these conferences.

uinglius began, about this time, to write against pardons
and indulgences. Luther wrote a book ¢“Of Christian liberty;”
which he dedicated to the Pope. He also addressed another
book to the nobility of Germany, wherein he shook the three
principal bulwarks of popery, by opposing the doctrine, ¢ That
temporal magistrates were subject to the spirituality ; that the
Pope is the only judge of the scripture; and that he can only

a council.” ]Z]uther shewed what things should be handled
in councils; and asserted, that the Pope yearly drained Ger-
many of three millions of florins. He pointed out the necessity
of referming schools and universities; declared.that heretics
should be convinced by scripture, and not awed by fire; im-
puted the misfortunes of the emperor Sigismund to his breach
of faith with Huss and Jerome; and exposed the inconveniences
resulting from the council of Constance.

‘What the divines of Paris and Erfurt neglected, those of
Louvain and Cologne attempted. The former consulted with
the Cardinal de Tortosa, afterwards Pope Adrian VI. and con-
demned twenty-two propositions extracted from Luther as he-
retical, or approachin%w heresy, and declared that his writings
ought to be burnt. Those of Cologne concurred ; and agreed
that Luther ought to be obliged to make a public recantation.
Luther declared, he disregarded the censures of these two uni-
versities; and that Occam, Stapulensis, Huss, and other eminent
men, were unjustly condemned after the same manner. He
accused the universities of rashness, of want of charity, and con-
tempt of justice; after which, he sharply confuted their cen-
sures, without any respect to their persons.
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The emperor Maximilian was so far from suffering himself
to be persuaded to proceed against Luther, that he used to say,
s If d‘:: clergy would lead pious lives, Luther would have no
room for a reformation.” But his successor was of a different
disposition, and gave occasion to the violent measures that
were taken to nip the Reformation in its very bud. Luther
wrote a letter to the new emperor, on the fifteenth of January,
1520, before his arrival in Germany, to vindicate his conduct,
and entreat his mtection from the power of his numerous ad-
versaries, who persecuted him for three years, and were
resolved that he should perish with the gospel. He told the
emperor, he would not desire his Protection, if he was con-
victed of impiety or heresy; but desired he would not let him
be condemned without hearing; and declared, he would either
be silent, or refer himself to the judgment of any impartial
universities, before which he was ready to appear.

It was a great mistake in Leo X. to decide in favour of the
indulgence-merchants, by his bull in 1518, since thereby all
hopes of an accommodation were cut off; for it would have
been much more politic in him to have enjoined silence to
both parties, and to have contrived some way to satisfy Luther,
who offered Cajetan to drop the controversy, if his adversaries
would do the same ; but they would be satisfied with nothing
less than a recantation. The elector of Saxony was again soh-
cited to give up Luther, who was compelled to fall upon the
Pope, to vindicate himself, by appealing to a general council;
the calling whereof was delayed upon various pretences,
whereby‘:ge cause of Rome became more and more suspected.
About the same time, the Pope’s rel with Henry VIII.
made way for the introduction of the Reformation into England;
and the house of Navarre, in revenge for the Pope’s siding
with Ferdinand the catholic, encouraged the protestant religion
to the utmost of their power in France. Besides all this, many
sensible honest men, even among the Roman catholics, were
&uite unconcerned at the rough treatment which Luther shewed

see, because they knew it deserved his resentment.

Luther also wrote to the elector of Mentz, who answered
him, and commended his disposition ; but desired him to treat
of religious matters with moderation and r , for he ob-
-served with grief, that the professors disputed upon frivolous
o[;ii:lﬁons, and questions of httle consequence, with intolerable

e.

While Luther was vindicating bimself to the emperor, and
the bishops of Germany, judgment was passed upon his writ-
ings at Rome, where Eckius and Ubricus went on purpose to
solicit his condemnation, which was resolved upon, notwith-
standing he had obediently reverenced the persou of the Pope.
Luther, at the request of the Augustines, wrote a long epistle
to his holiness, full of submission and respect, wherein he told
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him, ¢ That the court of Rome was visibly more corrupt than
either Babylon or Sodom ; but that his holiness was a lamb in
the midst of wolves, a Daniel among lions, and an Ezekiel
among soorEions: that there were not above three or four car-
dinals who had any learning or piety; and that it was against
these disorders of the court of Rome, that he was obliged to
appear.”

P e writings of Luther were examined iii a congregation of
cardinals, who distinguished his doctrine, writings, and person.
They condemned forty-one propositions taken out of his works,
ordered him to appear in person, and agreed that his writi
should be burnt. In consequence of :girs resolution, the l:lﬁ
was drawn up by the cardinal of Ancona, and published by the
Pope, who invoked the aid of Jesus Christ, t.ge apostles, and
all the saints, against the new errors and heresies ; and to pre-
serve the faith, peace, and unity of the church. This bull was
dated the fifteenth of June, 1520, and condemned the forty-one
articles, extracted from the wriﬁléﬁs of Luther, as heretical, false,
and scandalous. Indulgences, the papal supremacy, free-will,
purgatory, and the begging friars, were the principal things
v;fgiamted in this bull; and all Christians were forbid, under
the pain of excommunication, to defend any of the propositions
that were thus condemned: Luther was admonished to revoke
his errors by some public act, and cause his books to be burnt
within sixty days; otherwise he, and his adherents, should incur
the punishments due to heretics.

Luther, now perceiving that all hopes of an accommodation
were at an end, threw off all reserve, and answered this bull,
which he called ¢ The execrable bull of antichrist,” by pub-
lishing a book called ¢ The captivity of Babylon;” in which
he absolutely rejected indulgences; and asserted, that the pa-
pacy was the kingdom of Babylon. He denied there were
seven sacraments; and said, there was properly only one, in
three sacramental signs, the Lord’s Supper, baptism, and pe-
nance. He affirmed, that the sacrament of the altar is the tes-
tament of Jesus Christ, which he left when he died, to be given
to all those who should believe in him ; that this testament is a
promise of forgiveness of our sins, confirmed by the death of
the Son of God ; that it is only faith in this promise which jus-
tifies, and the mass is entirely useless without that faith. He
declared that the effect of baptism depended alone upon faith
in the promise of Jesus Christ, of which the outward baptism
is only a sign, supplied in infants by the faith of the church.
He maintained, that the remission of sins, which is the effect of
penance, depends upon faith in the promise of Jesus Christ; and

" allowed no effect to the other parts of penance. He wondered
that confirmation, and ordination, should be sacraments, when
they are no more than ecclesiastical ceremonies; neither would
he allow marriage to be a sacrament, because there is no pro-
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mise annexed to it, and the marriage of infidels is as binding
as that of Christians ; and he rejected the usage of the extreme
unction, built upon the authonty of the epistle of St. James,
because he thought there was not any promise of grace annexed
to that unction.

Luther was fully persuaded of the necessity of ¢ justification
by faith alone;” which he looked upon as the basis of the whole
Christian religion. 'When he first preached against indul-

ences, he intended no separation from the church of Rome;
Eut the violence of his opponents, and the heat of the contro-
versy, drew him so far into the dispute, that he carried it on
with unparalleled spirit, and came at last to fix upon that
scheme, which bas been since adhered to by the Lutheran
churches, with little variation.

As the Pope had condemned Luther at Rome, Luther de-
graded the F!:)pe in Germany. He compiled a history of the
wars raised by the Popes against the emperors; and maintained
that the German princes had the same power over the cler
as over the laity. He advised the Germans to shake off the
yoke of popery; and proposed a reformation, that should sub-
Ject the Pope and bishops to the power of the emperor, and
take away from the Pope the authority of interpreting scri
ture, or calling a general council. He declaimed against tE;
manners and practice of the court of Rome, the pride of the
Pope, and the avarice of the cardinals; he asserted, that an-
nates and papal months should be abolished, and that the canon
law ought to be entirely destroyed. He even assembled the
students of Wittenberg together, and flung the Pope’s bull and
decretals into a fire prepared for that purpose, saying, ¢ Be-
cause thou hast troubled the Holy One of God, let eternal fire
trouble thee.” This ceremony was performed by Luther, upon
the tenth of December, 1520. The next day he expounded the
Psalms, and earnestly charged his auditors, < that, as they loved
the salvation of their souls, they should take heed of the Pope’s
decrees.” He also defended what he had done in writing; and
rublished among other errors in the papal doctrine, the fol-

owing thirty :—

« I. The Pope and his clergy are not bound to'obey the commandments of
God.

¢« II. It is not a precept, but a counsel of St. Peter, when he teaches ¢ That
all men are to be subject to kings.’

¢ 1IL. That in a state, the sun signified the papal power, the moon meant
the imperial or secular.

¢ IV. That the Pope and his chair are not to be held subject to the councils
and decrees.

¢V, That the Pope has, in the secret of his own breast, all laws, and plenary
power over all laws,

“ VI. Whence it follows, that the Pope hath power to disannul, change,
and dstermine all councils, and all constitutions and ordinances, as he daily
practises, '
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¢ VII. That the Pope bath a right to demand an oath of all bishaps, and an
obligation upon them for their palls,

¢ VIII. That if the Pope be so negligent of his own and his brethren’s sal-
vation, and so unprofitable and careless in his function, as to carry with bim
(like the chief factor for bell) innumerable people to their everlagting damna~
tion, no man ought to reprove him, or blame his faults,

¢ IX. That the salvation of all the faithful, next to God, dependl upon gbe
Pope.

¢ X. That no man upon earth can judge the Pope, or censure his determi-
vation ; but the Pope is judge of all men.

¢ XI. That the Roman see giveth to all laws and rights their due focce ; but
is itself sybject to none of them.

¢ X1I. That the see of Rome is a rock, on which Christ built his church, ac-
cording to Matt. xvi.—Distinc. 19.

¢ XI1II. That the keys were given to St. Peter only.

¢ XIV. That the priesthood of Christ was translated from Him to St. Peter.
De constit. c. translato.

¢ XV. That the Pope hath power to. make laws and ordinances for the
catholic church.

¢ XVI, That this sentence; ¢ Whatsoever thou bindest on earth, sball also
be bodnd in heaven,’ establishes this point, That the Pope bath power to im-
pose even his unadvised laws upon the whole catholic church.

¢ XVIL. That his injunction to abstain from flesh, butter, &c. on particular
days, is not to be disobeyed without sin, or danger of excommunication.

¢« XVII1. That no priest can marry, because he hath forbidden it.

¢ XIX. That Pope Nicholas the 3d or 4th, bath well decreed that Christ,
by giving the keys, gave him power both over the heavenly and earthly
kingdom.

¢ XX. That Constantine the Greai gave to Popes the power over all the
provinces and kingdoms of this lower world.

¢¢ XXI. That the Pope is the rightful heir of the holy Roman empire.

¢ XXII. That it is lawfual for a Christian to avenge himself.

¢ XXIII. That subjects may rebel against their princes ; and that the Pope
may depose kings.

¢ XXIV. That the Pope can overturn and dissolve all oaths, covenants,
and obligations.

¢ XXV. That the Pope hath power to dissolve and compound for all vows
made to God.

¢ XXVI. That be (hat doth not pay his vow (0 God, is not guilty of break-
ing it.

¢ XXVIIL. That no married man or woman can truly serve God.

¢“ XXVIII. That the Pope’s injunctions are of equal force and weight
with the scriptures,

¢ XXIEX. That the Pope bath power to explain the scripture, at his own
will and pleasure ; and that no man dare to explain it in a contrary sense,

¢ XXX. That the Pope doth not receive his authority from the scripture,
but the scripture from the Pope,

¢ In short, the sum of the whole canon law is this: The Pope is God on
carth, supreme in all Aeavenly, earthly, spiritual, and secular matters. Al things
are the Pope’s; and there is mone who can say wnto kim, What doest thou 3"’
Melch. Adam. in vit. Luth,

This publication gave (as it ma be supposed) the highest of-
fence to the Romamsts and the Pope resolved to crush him at
once by his bulls, which command all secular princes to de-
stroy him.

kius carried the bull agamst Luther into Germany, and
was entrusted by the Pope to carry it mto execution; which
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was a smart blow given him by his mortal enemy, who was his
adversary, accuser, and executioner.

Charles V. was crowned emperor, at Aix-la-Chapelle, the
twenty-first of October, 1520, and appointed a diet to be held
at Worms, on the sixth of January, 1521. 'The nuncios,
Martinus Caracciolus and Jerome Alexander, presented the
elector of Saxony the brief which the Pope had sent him, to
inform him of the decree which he had made against Luther,
who was then more than ever protected by the elector, and the
university of Wittenberg. Luther renewed his ame.l to a
future council, and called the Pope a tyrant, and heretic.
Erasmus, and several other divines, foresaw that the fire,
which was to burn the books of Luther, would put all Ger-
many into a flame, and were for referring the whole to a gene-
ral council; but the nuncios prevailed, and Luther’s books
were burnt at Mentz and Cologne. Ulricus Hultenus, a sa-
tirical poet, ridiculed the papaloi?xll, which Luther called the
execrable bull of antichrist, and caused it (as we have just ob-
served) to be burnt at Wittenberg. Catharinus wrote five
books in defence of the papal supremacy, which Luther refuted;
and Alexander obtained a new bull from Rome, wherein Lu-
ther was declared contumacious, and to have incurred the
penalty denounced by the Pope. .

The diet of Worms assem%led on the day appointed, when
Alexander exerted all his interest and eloquence, to persuade

" the emperor and the princes of the elunxire, to put the bull

against Luther into execution, without suffering him to appear,
or hear his vindication. The diet resolved lt.‘lhﬁzgt Luther sl;:l:mld
be summoned, and have a safe-conduct, which was ted
by the emperor, who sent with it a private letter, directed
¢“To the honourable, beloved, devout, doctor Martin Luther,
of the order of St. Augustine.” This letter was dated the sixth
of March, and Luther was thereby ordered to appear at
Worms within twenty-one days. The tragical end that John
Huss had met with at Constance, in 1415, was remembered by
the friends of Luther on this occasion; but he answered those
who dissuaded him from appearing, that ¢ he would go, though
there should be as many devils at Worms, as there were tiles
upon the houses.” He was accompanied from Wittenberg by
some divines, and one hundred horses; but he took only eight
horsemen into Worms, where he arrived on the sixteenth of
April; and, when he stepped out of the coach, he said, “ God
shall be on my side,” in the Eresenoe of a great multitude of
people, whom curiosity had brought together to see the man
who had made such a noise in the world.

Luther had his apartments in the house belonging to the
knights of the Teutonic order, near those of the elector of
Saxony. He was visited by many princes, noblemen, and di-
vines, and the next day appeared before the diet. Eckius
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acted as prolocutor, and told Luther that the emperor had sent
for him, ¢ to know whether he owned those books that bore
his name; and if he intended to retract, or maintain what was con-
tained in them?” Luther is said to have had as much courage
as Alexander and Julius Cesar put together. He answered,
he owned the books, but desired time to comsider the other
question, ¢ So that he might make a satisfactory answer,
without prejudice of the word of God, and prejudice of his own
soul.” The emperor granted him a day to consider the matter,
and some of his principal friends encouraged him with this
sentence; “ When thou art before kings, think not what thou
shalt :geak, for it shall be given to thee in that hour.”

Luther appeared again before the diet the following day,
when Eckius repeated the same question, to which Luther re-

lied with modesty gnd constancy. He protested that all he
Kad wrote was for the glory of G{)d, and the instruction of the
faithful ; but desired tﬁe assembly to observe, that his books
were of three kinds: ‘“that in some he treated only of piety
and morality, in such a plain and evangelical manner, that his
-adversaries acknowledged they were innocent, profitable, and
worthy to be read by all Christians: that in others, he had
wrote against popery: and in a third sort, against those private
persons who opposed the truths which he taught.” He asserted,
that the bull itself had condemned nothing in particular, which
was taken out of those books, though all his books in general
were condemned; and declared, ¢that, as a man, he might
err; and if any one could convince him, by. holy scripture, of
any error, he was ready to revoke it, and burn his writings.”
Eckius passionately said, he had not answered the question;
therefore, he insisted that Luther would give a plain and direct
answer, *whether he would retract or not?” uther replied,
that he was not obliged to “believe the Pope, or his councils,
because they erred in many things, and contradicted themselves;
that his belief was so far settled by the texts of scripture, and
his conscience engaged by the word of God, that he neither
could nor would retract any thing, because it was neither safe
nor innocent for a man to act against his conscience.” Eckius
then said, that Luther had revived the errors condemned in
the council of Constance; and the emperor declared he would
proceed ?mmt him as a heretic; which was prﬂ'ludging the
cause, and contrary to the established rules of the diet.

As Luther undauntedly refused to recant at Worms, as he
had done three years before at Augsburg, the clergy insinuated
to the emperor, * that faith was not to be kept with heretics.”
They wanted him to revoke the safe-conduct he had ted to
Luther; but Charles made this generous answer: ¢ That if no
faith was to be found in the rest of the world, it ought at least
to be seen in a Roman emperor.” The elector-palatine also
opposed the violation of the safe-conduct, as had been done at the
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couiicil of Constance. The electors of Brandenburg and Triers,
with Eckius, Cochleus, and others, had a private conference
with Luther, to uade him to desist from his enterprise;
but he declared, he was resolved to die, rather than recede
from the word of God. The elector of Triers desired Luther
to propose some means of ending this matter himself; to which
Luther answered, he had no other way than the counsel of
Gamaliel, < If this work be of men, it will come to nought,
and fall of itself; but, if it be of God, ye cannot hinder the
execution of it.” ~

The emperor, on the twenty-sixth of April, ordered Luther
to depart immediately froon Worms, under a safe-conduct for
twenty-one days; and the elector of Saxony imagined that
Charles would issue a severe edict i {,ut.ber; but the
elector was resolved to protect him from the prosecution of
the emperor and the Pope. Luther was purposely seized on
the road by a troop of masked horsemen, and carried, as if by
violence, to the castle of Wartburg, near Eisenach, where the
elector concealed him ten months. Luther called this retreat
his Patmos, and wrote several useful treatises there; while his
enemies employed reputed wizards to find out the place of his
concealment. Here he held a constant correspondence with
his friends at Wittenberg, and employed himselt in composing
several of his works. He frequently made excursions into the
neighbourhood, though always in disguise. Weary, however,
of this confinement, he appeared at the end of ten months at
Wittenberg, on the sixth of March.

The emperor published an edict against Luther, on the
twenty-sixth of ng, when the electors of Saxony and Pala-
tine were absent from the diet. He declared, ‘it was his duty
to extinguish heresies; that Luther was a schismatic and he-
retic; :g:t the sentence of the Pope should be put in execution
against him; and that no person should receive, defend, main-
tain, or protect him, under the penalty of high treason, and
being put to the ban of the empire.” This edict was drawn
up with all possible rancour and malice by Alcander. How-
ever, whilst E:lther attended at Worms, and pleaded his cause,
he was treated with much affability and civility by that illus-
trious assembly. He shewed a sufficient presence of mind, and
a noble intrepidity, in the opinion of every one but himself; for
he afterwards lamented that he had not been still bolder in the
cause of God.

Some are of opinion that the emperor connived at the spread-
ing of Luther’s doctrine in Germany, that he miﬁlht make him-
self absolute there by such divisions: else, say they, he might
easily have suppressed it, by putting Luther to death, when he
bhad him in lis power, at Worms. However, it is far from
being clear, that if he had been murdered, contrary to the sanc-
tion of the safe-conduct, his opinions would have died with
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him; and it would have been very imprudent in Charles to
have thereby disobliged the elector of Saxony, who had placed
him on the imperial throne, and whose authority in Germany
was great, while he had a war upon his hands agaiust Turkey
and France. ’

The tenets of Luther became now to be received, not only
in Upper and Lower Saxony, but also in other parts of Ger-
many, and in the North. Erasmus, and the learned Agrip;ita
of ({ologne, looked upon this reformer as a hero, who would
put a stop to the tyranny which the mendicant friars, and the
rest of the clergy, exereised over the minds and consciences of
men. Being ignorant and voluptuous, they encouraged a thou-
sand paltry superstitions, and would neither emerge from their
barbarity, nor suffer others to do it: insomuch, that to be witty
and polite, was sufficient to expose a man to their hate and in-
dignation. Agrippa, Erasmus, and some other great geniuses,
were pleased that Luther had broken the ice. ey expected
the critical hour for the deliverance of honest men from op-
pression; but when they saw that things did not take the turn
they expected, they were the first to cast a stone at Luther.
Agrippa wrote to Melancthon in these words: “ Pay no com-
E)hments to the invincible heretic, Martin Luther, who, as St.

aul says in the Acts, worships God after the way which they
call heresy.” But the divines of Louvain censured Agrippa for
writing ¢ The Vanity of Sciences;” though that book con-
vinced Erasmus, its author was of a fiery genius, extensive
reading, and great memory. But Jovius and Thevet ridicu-
lously charged Agrippa with being a ician ; though this did
not hinder the famous John Colet froﬁdﬁiﬂg Agrippa in his
house at London, nor the emperor Maximilian from employing
him in Italy. -

Jerome Savonarola, a Dominican, at Florence, had distin-
guished himself by the austerity of his life, and by the fervent
eloquence with which he preached against immorality, without

aring the disorders of the clergy, nor even the court of Rome.
i?hilip de Comines, the celebrated historian of France, saw
Savonarola at Florence, and says, ¢ that no preacher ever had
a greater influence over a city.” Some authors maintain that
his conduct was the effect of a great zeal for truth, and for the
reformation of the church; others pretend that he was an im-
postor and a hypocrite. It is certain that this divine had ac-
quired such a great power over the Florentines, by his singular
sanctity, and the reputation of his virtue, that, in the opinion of
all, he deserved to be canonized alive; but he lost his credit,
was excommunicated, degraded from his ecclesiastical order,
hanged and burnt in the year 1498. Friar Jerome had been
considered as a prophet sent by God for the reformation of
manners; and he had preachez that the state of the church
should be reformed by the sword. He foretold many things
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before they came to pass; but the Pope excommunicated hism,
on a charge that his doctrine was not catholic, and the Fran-
ciscan friars undertook to prove it heretical. The truth is,
Savonarola had earnestl wie&ed to be the instrument of calling
a general council, in which the corrupt manners of the clergy
might be reformed ; and the state of the church of God, which

deviated so far, might be reduced to as great a resemblance
as possible of those days that were nearest to the times of the
apostles. The general of the Dominicans and the bishop of
Romolino were appointed commissaries by the Pope to punish
Savonurola, whom they put to the torture, and delivered him
over to the secular arm, to be hanged and burnt. His trial was
fulsified in the most unjust and scandalous manner ; but he suf-
fered death courageously, and many persons considered him as
a martyr. His ashes were thrown into the Arno, that his ad-
herents might not have any relic left of him; but books were
written for his justification, and the Protestants have revered
his memory.

Beza, Vigner, Cappel, Du Plessis Mornay, and the other re-
formers, considered Jerome Savonarola as a martyr, like Jerome
of Prague: they looked upon him as the forerunner of the
evangelical reformation, and called him the Luther of Italy.
The popish writers also defended his character, particularly the
learned prince of Mirandula; but Pope Clement VIIL. forbade
the sermons of Savonarola to be read till they had undergone
a purgation. )

Luther quoted Savonarola, and prefixed a preface to his me-
ditations, because he considered him as an author that is very
orthodox upon the subject of justification, and the merit of good
works. The tools of Rome were for putting Luther to death,
as well as Savonarola; but Erasmus was greatly dissatisfied
when Luther was proscribed, and said, ¢ that they who con-
demned him, deserved to be condemned themselves; that the
Pope’s unmerciful bull was disap‘proved by all honest men; and
that Luther, being a man void of ambition, was the less to be
suspected of heresy.” One of the ecclesiastical electors said,
¢« Would to God that Luther had written in Latin, and not in
German.” Mention being made of Luther at the emperor’s
table, Ravenstein said, “here is one Christian arisen among
us“at last, after four hundred years, and the Pope wants to
kill him.”

The emperor had performed the conditions of the safe-con-
duct to Luther, and the Pope had tried him before a council ;
¢ but the Lutherans would have been fools and mad, to have
trusted themselves and their cause to such a pontiff, and to such
an emperor;” notwithstanding Erasmus said, “we have a
Pope, who in his temper is much.disposed to clemency, and an
emperor who is also mild and plamllfll:a?” Erasmus judged very
wrong of both these persons. Leo was a vain, voluptuous,
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and debauched man, who had no’ religion, and no compassion
for those who could not submit entirelg' to his pleasure ; as he
shewed by the haughty manner in which he treated Luther,
without admitting the least relaxation in any of the disputed
points. Charles V. was only twenty years ofy age at this time,
and made a conscience of nothing to accomplish any of his pro-
jects. He said so himself; and we may take his word for it.

his emperor, discoursing of past events with the prior and the
monks of St. Justus, told them, that he repented of having ful-
filled the promise of safe-conduct which he gave to Luther.
This regret is ascribed to his pious zeal for the cause of God:
but the examples of Gregory the Great, who kept his faith
even to heretics ; of Joshua, who kept it to the idolatrous Gi-
beonites ; and of Saul, whom God punished for doing the con-
trary, might have quieted his royal conscience; and if he had
any cause to repent, it should have been for plighting his faith
to a heretic, and not for keeping it. However, Charles, in his
old age, seemed inclined to protestant principles; and, if re-
Eorts may be credited, his son Philip intended to have made

is father’s process, and to have had his bones burnt for heresy;
being only gnindered from doing it by this consideration, that
if his father was a heretic, he had forfeited all his dominions,
and by consequence he had no right to resign them to his son.
If these things are true, the emperor must have been the greatest
hypocrite that ever lived; or we have been greatly imposed
upon by historians.

At the time the diet of Worms was held, a treatise was pub-
lished, in which were the following among other anecdotes.
The count of Nassau, governor of“ﬁanders, Brabant, and Hol-
land, said to'the divines at the Hague, ¢ Go, and preach the

ospel in sincerity and truth, like Luther.” The academics of
iouvain complained to Margaret the emperor’s sister, gover-
ness of the ﬁetherlands, that Luther was subverting Chris-
tianity by his writings. * Who,” said she, *is this Luther ?”
They replied, he was an illiterate monk. ¢ Is he so?” said
the princess. “Then you, who are very learned and nume-
rous, write against this illiterate monk; and surely the world
will pay more regard to many scholars than to one blockhead.”

As tze Pope and emperor had published such a furious bull
and violent edict against Luther, Erasmus began to be in iain
for the reformer, tﬁough the elector of Saxony had taken him
under his protection. ¢ I fear,” says he, ¢ for the unfortunate
Luther : so violent is the conspir::;{, and so st.rongl%‘l,lave the
Pope and the prince been instiga inst him. ould to
God he had followed my counsel, and abstained from vio-
lent and seditious proceedings! He would then have done
more good, and have incurred less hatred.”

But if Luther had followed the advice of Erasmus, and con-
ducted the affair with all moderation and reserve, he would
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still have had less success; because his system passed, in the
opinion of the divines, for a most pestilent heresy, tending to
overset the authority of the Pope and the monks, and to destroy
the credit of certain opinions and doctrines, from which they
drew an immense profit. If Luther had recanted after he had
been condemned, all the benefit that his doctrine was capable
of producing, would have been lost; and if he resisted, a sepa-
ration from those who excommunicated him must ensue.

Erasmus declined the task of refuting Luther, ¢ because it
was a work above his abilities; and he would not deprive the
universities which had undertaken to confute him, of their ho-~
nour and glory.” He wished that Luther had been solidly
confuted before his books were burnt; because it is the dut
of divines to persuade, and the practice of tyrants to compel.
But this was not the language of the inquisition and of the
monks, who breathed nothing besides revenge and the de-
struction of heretics. To please them, he ought to have
cried out that ¢ Luther deserved to be hanged for what he
had done, whether he submitted or not:” he ought to have
insulted and abused him upon all occasions, if he hoped for any
favour from men, who accounted moderation and equity to be
capital crimes, when they extended to a man accounted by them
the leader of the heretical armies. Luther was sometimes
censured by Erasmus for writing with such spirit; but in this,
Luther acted moro like an apostle, or primitive Christian, than
Erasmus.

Luther also made a translation of the New Testament into
the German language, and wrote scveral books during his re-
tirement, which he called his hermitage. He was immediately
accused of corrupting the gospel in several places; but none of
his adversaries ventured to condemn the translation of the New
Testament into the tongue ; on the contrary, Jerome
Emser criticised upon this version, and made another. The
king of England wrote to the princes of Germany upon that
subject, and said it was useful to have the scripture in several
lanﬁuagee, that corrupt versions might be prevented.

owaever, it is acknowledged that Luther, in translating the
Bible, was assisted by the disciples of Reuchlin, and hath hit
off many places very Kappily; that he was master of the Ger-
man ] e; and that there is much to be learned, from this
work. ut the Sieur de St. Aldegonde, in 1594, wrote to
John Drusius, who was employed by the States-general to make
a new translation of the Bigle into the Dutch tongue, that
¢ among all the versions he had met with, he had seen none that
differed so widely from the true Hebrew, as that of Luther.”

Luther wrote against private confession, private masses, and
monastic vows ; in consequence of which, Carolostadius, and
the Augustine friars at Wittenberg, abolished the use of the
mass. Vows of celibacy very little promoted continence. The
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monks left their cloisters at Wittenberg, and the priests mar-
ried, after Curolostadius and Justus Jonas had set them the
example, which was afterwards followed by Luther.

The adversaries of Luther aftirmed, ¢ that he uttered a thou-
sand blasphemies, particularly against Moses.” They went so
far as to maintain, that he got Amadis de Gaul translated into
French, to put people out of conceit with the scripture, and all
books of devotion. They observed so little measures in the
culumnies they published against him, as to accuse him of hav-
ing said, ¢ that he believed nothing of what he preached.”
Most of these calumnies were grounded upon some words in a
book published by Luther’s friends; to which his enemies gave
a very malicious interpretation, and very remote from this mi-
nister’s thoughts.

He was even accused of atheism; but this, as well as what
was said of Amadis, was an egrefious falsehood, and proved so
by Bayle, from the Journal of Leipsic, 1684, where it :s said,
that < this ridiculous calumny cannot excite indignation, but
laughter ; for the honest catholics themselves must be ashamed
of it : they cannot be ignorant that, by the indefatigable pains
of Luther, the sacred writings were once more put not only
into the hands of the clergy, but into those of the middle rank,
nay, even of the meanest sort; he having, for that purpose,
with incredible study and toil, translated the holy bible into
the vulgar tongue, and not Amadis.” What is not a man ca-
pable of, in point of gross calumnies, so diametrically opposite
to all probability, when there are those who dare affirm, that
Luther desired to bring the scriptures into discredit? Luther
had no greater reproach to bear, with all the reformers, from
the popish clergy, than that of too much recommending to lay-
men the reading of the bible in the vulgar tongue.

The doctrine of Luther was not prevented by the edict of the
emperor, which was contemned by the princes and magistrates.
Henry VIIL king of England, stopped the new doctrine from
spreading in his dominions: he dure something more, for he
caused to be made, in his own name, a treatise about the seven
sacraments, against Luther’s book of ¢ The captivity of Baby-
lon.” Some have thought that Edward Lee, afterwards arch-
bishop of York, was the author of that work : but the king pre-
se it to the Pope, who received it very favourably, and was
so well pleased with Henry, that he rewarded him with the
glorious title of ¢ Defender of the Faith.” Henry was the slave
of Rome for the first eighteen years of his reign. Delighted
with the flatteries of the Pope and the clergy, he drew his pen
in their defence. The papal compliments induced Henry to
order all Luther’s books to be calll;fin ; and forty-two articles,
taken from his doctrine, were condemned. Luther had made
very free with Aquinas, the favourite author of king Henry VI11.
who had a great opinion of his learning and talents for dispu-
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tation, and stepped forth as the champion of the church, to defend
her against the dnnﬁer she was in from the spreading of Luther’s
heresy. But Luther was not to be silenced by the power of
his aiversary: and, conceiving himself to be used too con-
temptuously bX the king, he replied with more acrimony than
was thought decent towards the person of a sovereign prince.
He answered Henry with sharpness, and without any respect
to his royal dignity; for Luther spared no man in the cause of
God. Many divines thought it an honour to defend the king
of England, %y confuting the book which Luther wrote against
him. In Germany, it was answered in Latin by Eckius, and in
High Dutch by Muncer. In England, John Fisher, bishop of
Rochester, wrote a book to maintain the doctrine which the king
had vindicated; and Sir Thomas More wrote another, under
the name of William Ross, in which he gave a character of
Luther. But Luther’s magnanimous spirit was not to be de-
pressed by the words of a king, whose treatment of Lambert,
the ma.rtgr, discovered a heart full of rancour against the truth,
because he condemned it without investigation, and a mind full
of meanness, because he insulted and threatened an humble sub-
ject and inferior. Luther defended his sharp style in answering
the king, after this manner: “If my asperity towards the ki
has offended any body, let them take this answer. In that boo
I had to do with unfeeling monsters, who have despised my best
and gentlest wntmgs, who have trampled upon my most humble
submissions, and who only seem the more insolent, in proportion
to m{ calmmess and temperance. Let it ‘be remembered, too,
that I entirely omitted all threats of virulence and falsehoods,
with which the king has filled his book against me from begin-
ning to end. Nor ought it to be considered as a great affair, if
I affront and treat sharﬂy an earthly prince, who has dared to
blaspheme the King of Heaven in his writings, and to insult his
holy name with the bitterest lies.—But GOD will judge the
reople in his equity.” Luther had indeed written a very humble
etter to Heur V{II., by the persuasion of Christiern, the ba-
nished king of Denmark; to which the king returned a very
harsh and unbecoming answer in his book, which probably in-
duced Luther to treat this haughty prince with the more tart-
ness. His submissive letters to cardinal Cajetan, George duke
of Saxony, and others, were all served in the same contemptuous
strain, which determined Luther to take up a different conduct
with his adversaries, in which his bravery of soul was equal to
all their insolence.

If we would know what was the ground of this wondertul
man’s magnanimity, it cannot be better expressed than it is by
himself in a letter to Spalatinus, during the business of Augsburg:
“That kings, princes, and people, (says he) rage against Christ,
the Lord’s anointed, I esteem a.good sign, and a much better
one than if they flattered. For it g)llows upon this, that he who
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dwelleth in heaven, laugheth them to scorn. And if our head
Iauih, I see no reason why we should weep before the faces of
such beings. He does not laugh for his own sake, but for ours,
that we, putting the more trust in him, might despise their empty
designs; of so great need is faith, that the cause and groumf of
it is not to be perceived without faith. He, who began this
work, began it without our advice and contrivance; he hath
hitherto protected it; and hath ordered the whole above and
beyond our vain counsels and imaginations. He also, I make
no doubt, will carry on and complete the same, without and
above all our conceptions and cares. I know and am assured
of this, for I rest the whole upon him, who is able to do above
all that we can ask or think. Yet our friend Philip Melancthon
will contrive and desire that God should work according to and
within the compass of his puny notions, that he may have some-
what whereof to glory. ¢Certainly (he would say) thus and
thus it ought to be done; and thus and thus would I do it.
But this is poor stuff: ¢ Thus I, Philip, would do it This (I)
is mighty flat. But hear how this reads: 1 AM THAT I AM,
this s his name, JEHOVAH ; HE, even HE, will do it.—But I
have done. Be strong in the Lord, and exhort Melancthon from
me, that he aim not to sit in God’s throne, but fight against that
innate, that devilishly implanted ambition of ours, which would
usurp the place of God; for that ambition will never further
our cause. It thrust Adam and Eve out of paradise; and this
alone perplexes us, and turns our feet from the way of peace.
We must be men, and not gods.” The protestant champion
knew full well where his strength lay—not in himself, but in
his sovereign. If deserted by his covenant-head, he felt the
deep conviction that every reed might make him tremble, and
every blast of trial cast him down. He knew (to use the words
of a late writer) that “if God changed from his purpose of
saving a man, whenever the man, left to his own will, would
change from the desire of being saved, he must renounce the
strongust believer upon earth, in five minutes after he had com-
mitted him to himself.”* But Luther had not so learned Christ.

Leo X., called John de Medicis, was elected Pope on the
eleventh of March, 1513; and it is thought that nothing con-
tributed more to his elevation to the popedom, than his intrigues
and connexions with some dissolute women of great influence.
He made a league with the emperor against France, to recover
the places which the French held in Italy. He took that affair
80 much to heart, that having received the news of the misfor-
tunes of the French, he died, it is said, of mere joy: not but
there are writers who affirm that he was poisoned. He died
on the second of December, 1521, in the forty-sixth year of his
age, and the ninth of his pontificate. He might justly be termed

® Sec ¢ Horz Solitari, or Essays upon the Names of Christ,”” p. 369,
Mathews, Strana. d
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the father of revived and restored learning, which claims from
history a tribute, perhaps, not due to his other virtues as a man,
or to his piety as a prelate. His encouraging arts and sciences ;
his boundless liberality to the poor, to wits, poets, artists, and
men of letters, is what his apologists have to oppose to abun-
dance of scandalous defects and grievous faults in ri's character.
Even the failinis of his character were productive of some
public use; for he seems to have had a contempt for the under-
standing of other nations, which led him to trespass upon them
too far in the matter of indulgences, and other ecclesiastical pro-
positions, that paved the way for the Reformation.

After the death of Leo, the several factions of the conclave
terminated in the election of Adrian VI., which highly die-
pleased the people of Rome. He was born at Utrecht, in 1459,
and his father got his living by barge-making; but the univer-
sity of Louvain supplied his domestic indigence, and educated
the son, who made a great proiress in all kinds of sciences, and
was appointed preceptor to the archduke Charles, in 1507.
The new Pope refused to change his name, and in every thing
expressed his aversion to pomp and pleasures. He was thought
fit to be raised to the papacy, which had need, at that time, of
a man learned in divinity, to oppose Luther; and also of one
capable of governing a state, because of the troubles in Italy.
But he thought it necessary, in the first place, to reform the
discipline of the church, and particularly the abuses of the
court of Rome, which he observed, and publicly acknowledged,
in a very strong manner. He began with revoking all the
privileges granted the Franciscans, by the promulgation of
indulgences; next, he abolished part of the reservations, acces-
sions, regresses, and such inventions, which were called the
snaves o?g:he court of Rome; and afterwards he attempted to
reform the discipline of the church, as also the manners of the
clergy and laity; but his laudable views were prevented by the
cardinals and priests, who could not endure the thoughts of a
reformation, which was so contrary to their interest. Erasmus
entertained some hopes that his old schoolfellow, Adrian VI.
would do some . The new Pope deplored the sad life of
the clergy, and the corruption of morals which had appeared in
some Popes; but his reign was short and troublesome ; which
made him say, he had more satisfaction in governing a college
of Louvain, than in governing the whole Christian church.

Luther was now at open war with the church of Rome, and
wrote against the excommunication issued by the Pope: he
also attacked the bishops, ecclesiastical princes, in a work, en-
titled, ¢ inst the order, falsely called, the order of Bishops;”
and he exhorted the states of Bohemia to continue in their se-

ion from the Roman church. He wrote his rough an-
swer to Henry VIIL in Latin, and afterwards translated it into
German. Emser wrote the life of Benno, bishop of Misnia, in
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the eleventh century, whose principal merit was, that he had
been a rebel and a traitor: yet he was canonized by Pope
Adrian VL. for his miracles. Luther wrote against this canoni-
zution, and treated Benno’s miracles as human frauds, or diabo-
lical operations. Every thing co-operated with the decree of
heaven, in spreading the doctrine oﬁuther; and the spiritual
monarchy of Rome was on the brink of ruin.

As the diet of Worms had not settled the tranquillity of the
empire, another diet was appointed by the emperor to {e held
at uremberi,lsin Novemﬁer, 1522. The emperor was not

reseat, and his brother Ferdinand supplied his place. The

ope sent his nuncio, Cheregatus, to this diet, with letters, in
manner of a brief, te the princes, and instructions how to pro-
ceed against Luther. The Pope informed the diet that Luther
continued to disturb and replenish the world with new books;
which grieved him the more, because he was his countryman.
He exhorted the members to reduce Luther and his adherents
to a conformity of fuith with the church; but ¢if this pestife-
rous canker cannot be cured with gentle medicines, sharper
salves must be proved, and fiery searings: the putrified mem-
bers must be cut off from the body, lest the sound part should
be infected.” Yet the nuncio was instructed to declare ¢ that
God suffered this persecution to be inflicted upon his church for
the sins of men, especially of priests and prelates of the clergy.”
The cardinals strongly resented these reflections cast upon
them in such an assembly; and it is imagined that the life of
Adrian was shortened on that account.

The diet answered the nuncio by writing, they had not put
the papal sentence, nor the imperial edict, into execution againss
Luther, for fear of raising civil commotions ; but they parti
larly desired he would apply a remedy to the abuses and griev-
anoes of which they would give him a memorial ; as this would
be the only way to ro-wubﬁh peace and concord between the
eoclesiastical and secular orders. They thought it would be
necessary, as soon as possible, to call a free council in Germany,
to extirpate all errors and abuses; and that all controversy
should cease, till the determination of such a council should be
known. The nuneio replied, that the negligence which they
had shewn concerning Luther, was offensive to God, to the
Pope, the emperor, and the empire : that they should observe
the imperial edict, and also put in execution the decree of the
oouncil of Lateran, which inhibits the printing of any book
sbout religious matters, without being licensed by the ordinary.

The diet, in the reign of Maximilian, proposed ten grievances
against the court of ﬁome.; but this diet of Nuremberg sent
oue hundred heads of complaint, or grievances, to the Pope,
with a protestation that they neither could nor would endure
such oppressions and extortions. The principal of the centum
gravamina were against the great number of human consttu-
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tions, indulgences, ecclesiastical causes, collation of benefices,
annates, exemption of ecclesiastics in criminal causes, excom~
munication, and many others, which they reserved to be pro-
posed, when justice was done them in these.

This resolution of the diet was published on the sixth of
March, 1523, in the form of an edict; but both the Papists
and Lutherans interpreted it in favour of themselves. Luther
continued to publish several new tracts, and undertook to com-
pose a new form of celebrating the communion in the church
of Wittenberg. He would have none admitted to the com-
munion, but such as could give an account of their faith, and
who knew the nature, use, and benefit of the Lord’s Supper :
he appointed that both kinds should be given, and that those
who would take only in one, should have neither.

Jodocus Clichtovzeus and Joannes Cochleus answered Lu-
ther; against whom, and the Reformation, the writings of
Cochlxeus have been the fund of virulent abuse, for all those
who have slandered the Protestant religion ever since. But
Luther answered and confuted both these anta?onists, as also
two others, John Faber, afterwards bishop of Vienna, and
Conradus Collinus, a Dominican. Luther was desirous of to-
tally suppressing the monastic orders, and wrote a book called
“ The Common Treasury,” for blending them with the public;
which made his enemies say, he set himself l;ﬁ as a supreme le-
gislator and disposer of the revenues of the church.

Zuinglius, at this time, was establishing his doctrine in Swit~
zerland ; but differed from Luther in the doctrine of the sacra-
ment. Pope Adrian VL. died on the twenty-fourth of October,
1528, in the slxvly:ﬁfth year of his age, without being able to
reform the chureh. He was succeeded by the cardinal Julius
de Medicis, who assumed the name of Clement VII. The new
Pope sent cardinal Campegius to the diet of Nuremberg, in
February, 1524, when he had an audience of the assembly, and
vainly endeavoured to stop their complaints by promises. The
diet declared for a free council to allay the disputes of Luther ;
hut the legate procured a private assembly to be held at Ra-.
tisbon in Jg:iy, where it was agreed that the edict of Worms
should be put in execution; and that thirty-five articles of cer-
tain conmstitutions, made for the reformation of the German
clergy, in pursuance of the late complaints, should be published.
‘Fhe doctrines of Luther were generally favoured by the impe-
rial cities, whose deputies held an assembly at Spires, and ex-
plained the decrees of Nuremberg in their favour, while the
other sat at Ratisbon.

* Luther exposed the contradictions in the two last edicts ; ana
the Povish princes opposed Lutheranism, by putting those
edicts in execution. uther was certainly right, in assertinﬁ
that the edicts of Nuremberg and Srires contradicted eac
other: for if the edict of Worins, which condemned Luther as
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a heretic, was to be obeyed, why should the diet of Nuremberg,
which ordered that edict to be executed, also order his boo
to be examined at Spires? And if an examination was to be
made of his writings, why was he to be condemned as a here-
tic, before such examination was made ?

Luther published a book « Of the duty and dignity of the
civil magistrate;” and wrote an elegy upon two Augustine
monks, who were burnt for Lutheranism at Brussels. Their
names were Henry Voes and John Esch. The greatest error
they were accused of, was, ¢ that men ought to trust only in
God.” They suffered with heroic constancy; and Luther com-
posed a hymn in their praise, which was sung in the reformed
churches. The charitable catholics rejoiced at their death, and
called them * the devil’s martyrs.” But Erasmus had the cou-
rage to declare his dislike of such barbarous and unchristian

roceedings ; and observed, that the sufferings of these men
brought over multitudes to Lutheranism. About this time
Luther wrote a consolatory epistle to three noble ladies at
Misnia, who were banished from the duke of Saxony’s court at
Friburg, for reading his books. The disputes between Luther
and Carolostadius increased, and the latter retired from Wit-
tenberg to Ortamunden, where he was followed by Luther,
who accused him of making innovations in the public worship,
without the consent of the magistrate ; and the elector banished
Carolostadius out of his dominions. He settled at Strasburgh,
where he published two books upon the Lord’s Supper, to
maintain that ¢the body of Jesus Christ is not in the sacra-
ment.”  Zuinglius would not absolutely condemn his opinion;
but he censured his conduct, and rejected his interpretation.

About this time, the Anabaptists sprung up, under Muncer
and Stork, who were discovered to be fanatics, and were ba-
nished Saxony. A rebellion ensued, which the popish writers
attribute to the rise of Lutheranism; but it has been fully
proved that these tumults were occasioned by grievances of
a civil nature. The peasantry refused to pay obedience to their
superiors, and desolated whole countries in a most barbarous
manner ; but they were reduced, and returned to their duty,
after more than one hundred thousand of their associates had
been killed during this commotion, and their leaders had re-
ceived the punishment they deserved. Their principal tenets
were these: -

¢ 1. That every man hath the spirit.

¢¢ 2. That the spirit was nothing more than our natu-al reason and under-
standing.

¢ 3. That every man believes, or may believe.

¢« 4, That there is no hell (o torment souls, but that the body only is ccndemned.

¢ 5. That every soul shall be saved.

¢ 6. That we are taught by the law of nature to do to others as we would
have them do to us; and that this principle is all we are to understand by the
term faith.
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¢ 7. That we do pot sin against the law by concupiscence, if in the will we
do not follow that coneupiscence,

« 8, That a man not having the Holy Spirit hath no sin ; because he is with-
out reason, which is only another uame for the IHoly Spirit.

¢ 9. That infauts are not to be baptized.

¢ 10, That all things are to be beld in common.”

Luther exerted himself aiainst these fanatical people, and
set forth a treatise, wherein he admonished them to lay down
their arms, and proved the necessity of obeying their magi
trates. These Anabaptists were enemies to popery, and a
scandal to the Reformation. The exhortations of Luther on
this occasion, both to the rebellious peasants, and to the tyran-
uical nobles, were excellent, and gave a high idea of his pro-
bity, plain dealing, and good sense. Lutheranism increased,
and was established in several cities, even before these seditions
were suppressed in Germany. It was ﬁblicly professed by
the elector of Saxony, the landgrave of Hesse, and the duke
of Brunswick. It was received at Strasburgh, Francfort,
Mentz, and Cologne ; and it prevailed in almost all the states
of the empire, except in the hereditary countries subject to the
emperor.
rasmus had been frequently solicited by the Pope, and the
sopish prinoes, to write against Luther; but he avoided the
ispute till he was suspected of being a Lutheran, and then he
undertook to oppose him, in a book entitled, ¢« A Diatribe, or
Conference about Free-will,” against the opinion of Luther con-
cerning liberty. The Lutherans themselves have rejected that
opinion; but Luther and Erasmus were in the same condition and
situation in one respect: they had innumerable adversaries, and
for the most part extremely contemptible. Le Clerc supposes that
Luther was a Thomist; but we find that he abhorrecr Aristotle,
and despised the schoolmen in general; particularly, both the
Thomists and Scotists. If he was a favourer of any scholastic
sect, it was that of Occam, whom he esteemed. Therefore, a
Judicious divine thinks that Luther first received his doctrine
of predestination from Augustine, of whom he was a great ad-
mirer. Certain it is, that scarce any man ever carried the doc-
trine of predestination to gl'reater lengths, or wrote more po-
sitively in defence of it.* If there was any difference between

* Witness his book, De servo arbitrio, writien against Erasmus, who had at-
tacked the doctrine of predestination. Erasmus had said: ¢ What can be more
useless, than to publish this paradox to the world ? namely, that whatever we
do, is done, not by virtue of our own free-will, but in a way of necessity, &c.
What a wide gap does the publication of this tenet open among men, for the
commission of all ungodliness! What wicked person will reform his life ? Who
will dare to believe himself a favourite of heaven? Who will Gght against his
own corrupt inclinations ? Therefore, where is either the need, or the utility of
spreading these notions, from whence so many evils seem to flow 3’

To which, Lutber replies: ¢ 1f, my Erasmus, you consider these paradoxes
(as you term them) to be no more than the inventions of men, why are you ex-
travagantly heated on the occasion? In that case, your arguments affect not
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Luther and the Thomists of the church of Rome, it was this,
that Luther spake more simply, sincerely, and openly than they;

me : for there is no person, now living n the worid, who is a more avowed
enemy to the doctrines of men than wmyself. But, if you believe the doctrines
in debate hetween us, to be (as indeed they are) the doctrines of God ; you must
bave bid adieu to ali sense of shame and decency, thus to oppose them. [ will
not ask, whither is the modesty of Erasmus fled ? but, which is much more im-
portant, where, alas ! are your fear and reverence of the Deity, when you roundly
declare that this branch of truth, which he has revealed from beaven, is, at
best, usaless, and unnecessary to be known? What! shall the glorious Creator
be taught, by you, his creature, what is fit to be preached, and what to be sup-
pressed ? Is the adorable God s0 very defective in wisdom and prudence, as not
to know, till you instruct him, what would be useful, and what pernicious ? Or
could not he, whose understanding is infinite, foresee, previous to his revelation
of this doctrine, what would be the consequences of his revealing it, till those
consequences were pointed out by yeu ? You cannot, you dare not say this. If,
then, it was the divine pleasure to make known these things in his word, and to
bid his messengers publish them abroad, and leave the consequences of their so
doing to the wisdom and pruvidence of him, in whose name thay speak, and
whose message they declare ; who art thou, O Erasmus, that thou shouldst reply
against God, and say to the Almighty, What doest thou ? 8t, Paul, discours-
ing of God, says peremplorily, * Whom he will be hardeneth.” And again,
¢ God willing to shew his wrath,” &c. And the apostle did not write this to
have it stified among a few persons, and buried in a corner ; but wrote it to the
Christians at Rome: which was, in effect, bringing this doctrise upon the
stage of the whole world ; stamping an wniversal imprimature upon it, and
publishing it to believers at large, throughout the earth. What can soand
harsher, in the uncircumcised ears of carnal men, than those words of Christ,
¢ Many are called, but few are chosen ;’ and elsewhere, ¢ I know whom I
bave chosen 2’ Now, these and similar assertions of Christ and his apostles,
are the very positions which you, O Erasmus, brand as useless and burtful.
You ebject : ¢ If these things are so, who will endeavour to amend his life ?*
I answer : Without the Holy Ghost no man can amend bis life to purpose.
Reformation is but varnished hypocrisy, unless it proceed from gracs. The
elect and truly pious are amended by the Spirit of God; and those of man-
kind, who are not amended by him, will perish. You ask, moreover, ¢ Who
will dare to believe himself a favourite of beaven ?’’ I answer, It is not in
man’s own power to believe himself such, upon just groands, till he is enabled
from above. But the elect shall be so enabled ; they shall believe them-
selves to be what indeed they are. As for the rest, who are not endaed with
faith, they shall perish; raging and blaspbeming, as you do wow. But, say
you, ¢ Thess doctrines open a door to ungodliniss.” 1 apswer, Whatever
door they may open to the émpious and prefame, yet they open a door of
righteoasness to the elect and Aoly, and shew them the way to heaven, and the
path of access unto God. Yet you would have us ¢ abstain from the mention
of these grand doctrines,’ and leave our people in the dark as to their eloction
of God: the conseq of which would be, that every man would bolster
himself up with a dclullve hope of a share in that salvation, which is supposed
to lie open to all; and thus, genuine humility, and the practical fear of God,
would be kicked out of doors. This would be a pretty way, indeed, of ¢ stop-
ping up the gap,’ Erasmus complains of ! Instead of closing up the door of
licentiousness, as it is falsely pretended, it would be, in fact, opening a gulph
ioto the nethermost hell. Still you urge, ¢ Where is either the necesmity or
utility of preaching predestination?’ God himself teaches it, and commands
us to teach it; and that is answer enough. We are oot to arraign the Deity,
and bring the motives of his will to the test of human scrutiny, but simply to
revere both Aim and it. He,who alone is all-wise and all-just, can, in reality,
(Rowever things appear to us,) do wrong to no man; neithyr can he do any
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for he abs'olutel denied there was any such thiLg as free-will;
whilst they admitted it in words. This, perhaps, deceived Fras-
mus, who imagined he was only disputing against Luther, whilst

he was really disputing as much against Thomas Aquinas and
his followers, as against the reformers. To attack Luther upon

. the single point sﬂliberty and necessity, was, in an oblique and
indirect way, to allow him superior to his adversaries in other
respects. Krasmus very dexterously and artfully chose this
-point of disputation, that he might appear to the Romanists to
write against Luther, and yet that he might avoid censuring
his other doctrines opposite to the Roman church.

Erasmus insisted, that the human will co-operates with the
grace and assistance of God, and that a man should use all his
endeavours to attain to perfection. He shews that man was
created a free agent: but took a middle way between those

. thing unwisely or rashly. And this consideration will suffice to silence all the
objections of truly religious persons, However, let us, for argument’s sake,
go a step further. I will venture to assign, over and above, fwe very impor-
tant reasons why these doctrines should be publicly taught: 1. For the humi-
lity of our pride, and the manifestation of divine grace. God bath assuredly
promised bis favour to the truly humble. By truly humble, I mean those who
are endued with repentance, and despair of saving themselves; for a man can
never be said to be really penitent and humble, till he is made to knew that
his salvation is not suspended, in any measure whatever, on his own strength,
machinations, endeavours, free-will, or works, but entirely depends on the
free pleasure, purpose, determination, and efficiency of another, even of God
alone. Whilst a man is persuaded that he has it in his power to contribute any
thing, be it ever so little, to his own salvation, he remains in carnal confi~
dence ; he is not a self-despairer, and therefore he is not duly humbled before
Ged ; so far from it, that he hopes some favourable juncture or opportunity
will offer, when he may be able to lend a helping hand to the business of his
salvation. On the contrary, whoever is truly convinced that the whole work
depends singly and absolutely on the will of God, who alone is the author and
finisher of salvation ; such a person despairs of all self-asséstance ; he renounces
his own will and bis own strength; he waits and prays for the operation of
God ; nor waits and prays in vain. For the clect’s sake, therefore, these doc-~
trines are to be preaciied ; that the chosen of God, being humbled by the
knowledge of his truths ; self-emptied, and sunk, as it were, into nothing in
his presence 3 may be saved in Christ, with eternal .glory. This, then, is one
inducement 4o the publication of this doctrine ; that the penitent may be made
acquainted with the promise of grace, plead it in prayer to God, and receive it
as their own. 2. The nature of the Christian faitk requires it. Faith has to do
with things not seen ; and this is one of the highest degrees of faith, steadfastly
to believe that God is infinitely merciful, though he saves (comparatively) but
few, and condemns so many ; and that he is strietly just, though, of his own
will, he makes such numbers of mankind necessarily liable to damnation.
Now, these are some of the unseen things, whereof faith is the evidence.
Whereas, was it in my power to eomprehend them, or clearly to make out how
God is both inviolably just and infinitely merciful, notwithstanding the display
of wrath and seeming inequality in his dispensations respecting the reprobate,
Jaith would bave little or nothing to do. But now, since these matters cannot
be adequately comprehended by us, in the present state of imperfection, there
is room for the exercise of faith. The truths, therefore, respecting predestination
in all its branches, should be taught and published : they, no lags than the other
-mysteries of Christian doctrine, being proper objects of faith, on the faith of
God’s people.*’ See Toplady’s Zanchius, p. 97, &c.
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who destroy free-will entirely, and those who attribute too
much to it: he would have something ascribed to it, but more

to .

mus sent his treatise against Luther to the king of
England, to Welsey, Warham, and many more. Luther an-
swered Erasmus in his book, ¢ De servo arbitrio;” to which
Erasmus replied in two books, entitled « Hyperaspistze.”

Luther had wrote a letter to Erasmus, full of life, fire, and
spirit, which vexed him not a little. He begins in the aposto-
lical manner, ¢ Grace and peace to you from the Lord Jesus.”
After modestly reproving him, for keeping fair with the Pa-
pists, he says, ¢ We saw that the Lord had not conferred upon
you the discernment, courage, and resolution to join with us,
and freely and openly to oppose those monsters ; and therefore
we dare not to exact from you, that which greatly surpasseth
your strength and your capacity. We have even borne with
your weakness, and honoured that portion of the gift of God
which is in you.” Then having bestowed upon him his due
praises, as he had been the reviver of good literature, by means
of which the holy scriptures had been read and examined in
the originals, he tells Erasmus, that he had withheld some per-
sons from attacking him ; and that he had restrained himself,
though provoked. ¢ What,” says he, “can I donow ? Things
are exasperated on both sides; and I could wish, if it were
possible, to act the Eart of a mediator between you, that they
might cease to attack you with such animosity, and suffer your
old age to rest in peace in the Lord. They would shew their
moderation towards you so much the more, since our affairs are
advanced to such a point, that our cause is in no peril, although
even Erasmus should attack it with all his might.” He desires
of Erasmus, if he cannot or will not defend their sentiments,
to let them alone, and concludes with a high compliment on
his authority and reputation.

Erasmus answered this letter, and speaks ambiguously of the
Lutheran doctrine. Luther wrote another against the {l, r-
aspistze, wherein he accuses Erasmus of Arianism. The Mino-
rite brethren had said, that ¢ Erasmus had laid the egg, and
Luther hatched it:” but, says Erasmus, I laid a hen-egg, and
Luther hath hatched a very different bird.” It is to be lamented
that these two emivent men had any misunderstanding; as they
had both translated the holy scriptures, and were both inclined
for a reformation in the church. Erasmus afterwards wrote
some other treatises against the reformers; yet he honestly dis-
suaded the German princes from hanging and burning the poor
Lutherans; and dec?ared himself against the cruel and sangui-
nary methods of defending the cause of Rome. The Italians
thought him a Lutheran, and the Germans called him a Ro-
mamst; but every man passed for a heretic at Rome, who did
not join in every article with the Pope against Luther. About
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this time, the violent and unhappy controversy concerning the
eucharist was excited among the Protestants. As many books
were written upon the subject as would load several Wﬁigom,
and were of no small harm to the Reformation; which, like the
growth of the Roman commonwealth, flourished in the midst
of violent and continual divisions.

Luther was this year occ ied in translating the book of Job,
which he was inclined to mink was wrote by Solomon. He
complained of the difficulty of the task; and observed, some-
what jocosely, that Job chose to sit on his dunghill, and to admit
of no interpreters.

Luther’s memorable protestation upon the article of justifi-
cation, must not be omitted. ¢J, Martin Luther, an unworthy
preacher of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, thus profess
and thus believe; that this article, THAT FAITH ALONE, WITH-
OUT WORKS, CAN JUSTIFY BEFORE Gopb, shall never be over-
thrown neither by the emperor, nor by the Turk, nor by the
Tartar, nor by the Persian, nor by the ¥’ope, with all his car-
dinals, bishops, sacrificers, monks, nuns, kmia, rinces, powers
of the world, nor yet by all the devils in hell. This article
shall stand fast, wzet.her they will or no. This is the true
mel. Jesus Christ redeemed us from our sins, and he only.

most firm and certain truth is the voice of scripture,
though the world and all the devils rage and roar. If Christ
alone take away our sins, we amnotago this with our works:
and as it is impossible to embrace Christ but by faith, it is,
therefore, equally impossible to apprehend him by works. If,
then, faith ex:}one must apprehend (!)hrist, before works can fol-
low, the conclusion is irrefragable; that faith alone apprehends
him, before and without the consideration of works; and this is
our justification and deliverance from sin. Then, and not till
then, good works follow faith, as its necessary and inseparable
fruit.  This is the doctrine I teach; and this the Holy Spirit
an church of the faithful have delivered. In this will I abide.

men.”

The judgment of this great man upon synods and councils is
very romarkable: “I do not think it (says he) very safe to call
a council of our friends, for the settlement of a unity in cere-
monies, for it will occasion a bad example, though it be at-
tempted with the best zeal, as all councils of the church from
the beginning may servo to shew us. Thus, as in the synod of
the apostles, matters of action and tradition were much more
treated of than matters of faith; so, in succeeding councils, were
opinions and questions always agitated, without entering upon
faith; for which reason I have a greater suspicion and detesta-
tion of the shadow of a council, I have of free-will itself.
If one church will not follow another in those external thi
what need is there to compel it by the decrees of councils,
which soon are perverted into institutions and traps for the
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entanglement of souls? Let one church, therefore, be at

either to follow or not to follow another; principally r -
ing, above all indifferent circumstances, the unity of the spirit,
founded upon one common faith in the word of God: which
being maintained, the difference of outward rites is only to be
considered as a difference in the flesh and the elements of the
world.”—It would be happy for the cause of Christianity, if all
its professors were like-minded, and it would save the gospel
much of that reproach which infidels in all ages, upon this very
acoount, have cast upon it.

Luther laid aside the friar’s habit in October, 1524, and
married Catharine de Bore, a lady of noble descent, who, with
eight other nuns, was taken out of the nunnery at Nimptschen,
in 1528, and carried to Wittenberg, by Leonard Coppen, of
Torgau. Luther vindicated that action, and intended to marry
Catharine to Glacius, minister of Ortamunden, whose person
she disliked; and so Luther married her himself, on the 13th
of June, 1525, without consulting his friends: but Luther says,
he took a wife in obedience to his father’s command. Luther
was then forty-two, and his wife was twenty-six. He was so
far from being ashamed of entering into the {oly state of matri-
mony, that he exhorted the elector of Mentz, and the grand-
master of the Teutonic Order, to follow his example: which
was done by the latter, notwithstanding the censure of the
Romanists. This grand-master was Albert, margnve of Bran-
denburgh, for whom that of Prussia which belonged to
the Tentonic Order, was formed into a secular duchy. He
embraced the Lutheran raligion, renounced his vow of celi-
bacy, and married Anna Maria of Brunswick. He afterwards
conformed to the Augsburg confession, and founded a univer-
sity at Koningsberg, in 1544, that the protestant religion
might be introduceﬁ and established in Prussia, and all the
professors were to be Lutherans. In those times, marriage
soon became a recommendation among the reformers, and was
a certain proof that they had abjured popery; for if a converted
clergyman did not marry, he caused a suspicion that he had not
renounced the doctrine of celibacy.

Luther was very fond of his wife, and used to call her his
Catharine. She was handsome and modest; Luther did not
g’:ltend she was without faults, but he believed she was less

than other women; and when she had borne him a son,
a little after, he said he would not change his condition for that
of Cresus. He was heard to say, that he would not exchange
his wife for the kingdom of France, nor for the riches of the
Venetians; because she had been given hira by God, at a time
when he implored the assistance of the Holy Ghost in finding
a good wife; and had strictly regarded her conjugal fidelity.
But he professed himself, that one great reason which induced
him to marry, was to give an example of the doctrine he
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preached e::Fninsl; celibacy, and to shew that he was not afraid
or ashamed to do that himself which he exhorted and enjoined
in others.

Erasmus sent word to Nicholas Everard, president of the
court of Holland, that the Lutheran tragedy would end, like
the quarrels of princes, in matrimony. He says, *If the com-
mon story be true, that antichrist shall be born of a monk and
a nun, as they pretend, how many thousands of antichrists are
there in the world already? I was in hopes that a wife would
have made Luther a little tamer; but he published a book
against me, more virulent than ever.” Erasmus was not well
instructed in this affair, or he was too prone to give credit to
the scandal which was published against Luther.

Luther had answered the king of England in a rough way,
and was now persuaded by his friends to write him a very hum-
ble letter, m&e some hope that his majesty would favour the
Reformation. Henry returned him a very haughty and churlish
answer; upon whicK Luther, as we have observed, who had
too much spirit to bear affronts even from crowned heads, de-
clared publicly that he was very sorry for having demeaned
himself so far; and that he would never more throw away any
civilities and submissions upon Henry VIIIL., cardinal Cajetan,
Erince George of Saxony, or Erasmus, who had all paid his

umility with insults. e king of England was chiefly angry
because Luther had said that his book upon the sacrament was
made by another, and put out in his name. Luther believed it
was written by Lee, who was a zealous Thomist, and had been
enTged in dispytes with Erasmus, and was afterwards made
archbishop of %rk; therefore Luther wrote another book,
entitled, ““An Answer to the abusive and slanderous Book of
the king of England.” None su?ect the king wanted learning
for such a design: ¢ But it is probable some other gardener ga-
thered the flowers, though king Henry had the honour to wear
the posy, carrying the credit in the title thereof” The king
was assisted by bishop Fisher and sir Thomas More; in return
for which, he afterwards cut off their heads.

The disturbances in Germany increased everg day, and the
emperor called another diet, which was held at Spires, on the
twenty-fifth of June, 1526. Ferdinand, and six other deputies,
acted for the emperor, and were for executing the edict of
Worms; but the elector of Saxony and landgrave of Hesse
were for holding a general council, and laid the foundation of
an union for the deEmce of those who followed the new doc-
trine. The emperor had a quarrel with the Pope, who entered
into a league against him, with the French kinﬁ and the Vene-
tian republic. Charles V. told Clement VII he would appeal
to a general council, and vindicate himself. The next year his
troops invaded Italy, plundered Rome, and took the Pope pri-
soner, who was obliged to submit to some hard conditions be-
fore he was set at liberty.
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A motion was made in the consistory at Rome to tempt Lu-
ther with a great sum >f money, and buy him off from opposing
popery; but one of the cardinals cried out, ¢ Hem ! Germana
tlla bestia non curat aurum, sed auram.”

The disputes between the Lutherans and Zuinglians, about
the sacrament, continued till the emperor assembled another
diet at Spires, in March, 1529, when long and warm debates
were held about religion. The Romanists again insisted that
the ban should be executed upon Lutherans; which was op-
posed by the electors of Saxony and Brandenburgh, the dukes
of Lunenberg, the landgrave of Hesse, and the prince of An-
halt, who declared again for a council, either general or na-
tional. But the Romanists prevailed, and confirmed the de-
cree of the former diet of Spwes; against which the Lutheran
princes, and fourteen cities, joined in a formal protest, whereby
they appealed from all that should be done, to the emperor, a
future council, or to unsuspected judges; and accordingly they
sent deputies to the emperor, with a petition that this decree
might be revoked. his was the remarkable protestation,
which gave the name of PROTESTANTS to the Lutherans in
Germany. The protesters acted with so much steadiness and
resolution, that the emperor was much startled at it, and deter-
mined to use moderation for the present.

The same year, the landgrave of Hesse brought Luther and
Zuinglius to a couference at Marpurg; when the Lutherans
produced such articles as they objected against in the doctrine
of the Zuinglians. After some debates, articles were drawn
up, in which they agreed about the Trinity, original sin, justi-
fication by faith, the efficacy of baptism, and the authority of
the magistrates; but they disagreed about the sacrament, in
the sense and meaning of the words, though they assented that
the communion should be administered in both kinds; and they
denied transubstantiation, as also the sacrifice of the mass.

At this time, Solyman the magnificent invaded Germany, and
besieged Vienna; but soon retired with great loss. The em-

or Charles returned to Germany, and appointed another
diet to he held at Augsburg, which was opened on the twen-
tieth of June, 1530. u%: was given out that the emperor would
tread the gospellers under his feet, which made the Protestant
princes inclined to meet him in arms, but Luther ]}:revailed on
them to meet in . The princes appointed Luther, Me-
lancthon, Justus, Jonas, and Pomeran, to draw up their form
of doctrine, to lay before the diet, where Luther was too ob-
noxious to appear, and was left in the castle of Coburg, near
at hand, that he might be consulted on occasion. Erasmus ex-
cused himself from appearing at this diet, because he knew
upon whose jud{nent the. emperor relied; upon divines, in
whose opinion, whosoever should dare to open his mouth in
favour of piety, was a Lutheran, and worse than a Lutheran.



Ixii LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER.

The imperial chaucellor opened the diet, by declaring that
the emperor had summoned this assembly, that every one might
consult upon such propositions as should be made, and offer in
writing what he thought convenient, concerning religion. The

rotestant princes petitioned the emperor to permit their con-
?essi n of faith to be read in a full diet, which he refused; but
granted them leave to read it in his presence, before a special
assembly of princes, and other members of the empire. This
confession of faith, which 'was afterwards called, ¢“ THE Aucs-
BURG CoONFESSION,” was delivered to his imperial majesty,
both in Latin and German, with the authority whereon each
article was founded. It was signed by the elector of Saxony;
George, margrave of Brandenburgh; Ernest and Francs,
dukes of Brunswick and Lunenberg; Philip, landgrave of
Hesse, and the princes of Anhalt; as also by the deputies of
Nuremberg and Ruthlingen.

The emperor shed tears when this confession was read; which
were, doubtless, owing to the truth of the doctrines contained
in it, and the moderation that Melancthon had shewn in revising
the whole. It was divided into two parts: The one contained.
twenti-one articles upon the principal points of religion; and
the other was concerning the ceremonies of the church. The
emperor dismissed the assembly, when they had heard the con-
fession; and the Romanists agreed to draw up a confutation of
it, which was undertook by Faber, Eckius, Cochlaeus, Conradus
de Wimpina, Conradus Collinus, and other popish divines, who
examined the Protestants’ confession of faith step by step, and
answered all the articles; some of which were approved, and
others condemned ; but some were partly received, and partly
rejected, as will be seen in the life of Melancthon. '

Luther, in his retirement, was not a little afraid to what
lengths the gaciﬁc spirit of Melancthon mi.Eht induce him to
yield to the Papists, and therefore wrote to him to be careful of
what concessions he should make them; ¢for (says he) they
will take in the large, the larger, and largest sense, but hold
their own in the strict, stricter, and strictest. In short, I have
but a small opiniou of this projected concord in doctrine: I be-
lieve it truly imrible, ess the Pope will renounce his

opedom.” Wi to the Romish confutation of the

rotestant articles, he said, “I thank God, who suffered our
adversaries to compose so wretched a confutation. Christ will
reign for ever. t the devils, if theml, turn monks and
nuns; for truly no shape would better me them than that,
in which they {mve 80 long held forth themselves, for the ado-
ration of the world.”

This confutation, however, was read before the diet, and the
Romanists said they hoped the Protestants would return to the
communion of the church, as they agreed in several points which
had been formerly contested. ’l{e elector of Saxony answered,
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that the Protestants were always ready to come to a union in
religion, in any thing which was rot prejudicial to their con-
sciences. In consequence of this, the Romanists appointed
seventeen persons to treat about religion with the Protestants;
and this conference was held at Augsburg on the seventh of
August. The popish deputies said, that Luther would not
‘submit to the judgment of a council : but the Protestants de-
clared they would refer themselves to the determination of a
council, to which they appealed; and also presented to the em-
Eeror an apology for their confession, which put an end to the
iet at Augsburg, and the protestant princes returned home in
October, without an accommodation with the Romanists.

The Sacramentarians also presented their confession of faith .
to the emperor at this diet; which was drawn up by Bucer and
Capito. lgut this confession was more unacceptable than that of
the Lutherans, and was answered by Faber and Eckius; in
consequence of which, the emperor commanded the Zuinglians
to renounce their errors, and threatened to compel them by his
authority, if they refused.

A symbolical representation was exhibited before the emperor
and his brother I‘Perdinand at Augsburg, when the Lutherans
presented their confession of faith to that assembly. As the
princes were at table, a company of persons offered to act a
small comedy for the entertainment of the company. They
were ordered to begin; and first entered a man in the dress of
a doctor, who brought a large quantity of small wood, of straight
and crooked billets, and lai% it on the middle of the hearth and
retired : on his back was written the name of Reuchlin. When
this actor went off, another entered, apparelled also like a doctor,
who attempted to make faggots of the wood, and to fit the
crooked to the straight; but having laboured long to no pur-

se, he went away out of humour, and shaking his head: on

is back appeared the name of Erasmus. A third, dressed like
an Augustinian monk, came in with a chafing-dish full of fire,
ﬁathered up the crooked wood, clapped it upon the fire, and

lew till he made it burn, and went away, havinﬁkupon his frock
the name of Luther. A fourth entered, dressed like an emperor,
who seeing the crooked wood all on fire, seemed much con-
cerned, and, to put it out, drew his sword and pokered the fire
with it, which only made it burn the brisker: on his back was
written Charles V. Lastly, a fifth entered, in the pontifical
habit and triple-crown, who seemed extremely surprised to sec
the crooked gillets all on fire, and by his countenance and atti-
tude betrayed excessive grief: then, looking about on every
side, to see if he could find any water to e ish the flame,
he cast his eyes on two bottles in a corner of the room, one of
which was full of oil, and the other water; and, in his hurry,
he unfortunately seized on the oil, and poured it upon the fire,
which made it ‘blaze so violently, that he was forced to walk
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off: on his back was written Leo X. This farce wanted no
*Luther o books against during th
uther wrote some books agai ery, during the sitti

of the diet; Trticularly a treatise ug:g d‘;e secogd Psalm,?r’:'
which he applied to the princes met at Augsburg, what was
said in that Psalm concerning the assembly and conspiracy of
the princes of the world against Jesus Christ. The emperor
procured a decree in the diet, which allowed the protestant
princes till the fifteenth of April following, to consult about
their submission to it; and his imperial majesty promised to
issue out his summons for a council to begin the next year. The
protestant princes remained firm to their confession of faith,
and the emperor published the decree of the diet on the six-
teenth of November, which ordered, that no alterations or in-
novations should be made in the faith or religious worship of
the church; and that none should be admitted to the imperial
chamber who disobeyed this decree.

The elector of Saxony was summoned by the emperor to be
presented at Cologne, on the twenty-ninth of December, at the
election of Ferdinand, to be king of the Romans; but the
elector appointed the other protestant princes to meet him at
Smalkald, on the twenty-second of the same month, where they
entered into a confederacy to defend themselves against the
emperor and the Romanists, who were determined to put the
decree, made at the diet of Augsburg, rigorously into execution.

The court of Rome was greatly disturbed at what had been
transacted at the diet at Augsburg; and the Pope employed
his nuncios to dissuade the emperor from holding a council :
but the emperor urged the necessity of it; and the Pope, on
the first day of December, 1530, wrote a circular to all the
Christian princes, informing them that a council should be held,
and desiring them to countenance so holy a cause by their per-
sonal attendance. The protestant princes also wrote circular
letters to the European sovereigns, and particularly to the
kings of England and France, requesting their interest and

rotection in obtaining a reformation, whxyéﬁ had been attempted

y John Colet in England, by John Garson and Nicolas Cle-
mangis in France, and by Luther in Germany. The kings of
England and France declared for a general council, peace, and
reformation; which encouraged the confederate princes to
meet again in Smalkald, on the twenty-ninth of March, 1521,
when they renewed their league; and Luther composed a
treatise against the diet of Augsburg, to prove that it was law-
ful to resist the magistrates, if they commanded any person to
assault those who would not submit to the decree.

The protestant princes held another assembly at Francfort,
on the fourth of July; and the emperor, on the thirteenth of
July, 1532, by the treaty of Nuremberg, agreed that all the
disputes concerning religion should cease, until a general coun-



LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER. Ixv

cil was held, which was to be within a year. The Protestants
insisted that no innovation in doctrine should be made from
their confession, nor any ceremonies introduced contrary
thereto; which was granted by the emperor, and the protestant
princes nfreed to assist him in the war against the Turks.

The elector of Saxony died in August, and was succeeded
by his son, John Frederic, in his dominions and zeal for the
protestant cause. The Pope sent his nuncio, in January, 1541,
to the new elector, to settle with him the conditions of holding
a council; and the protestant princes met upon this occasion
at Smalkald, on the twenty-fourth of June, when they desired
that the council might be free, and be held in Germany, where
these differences in religion first began; but the Pope refused
to comply with their request.

Luther dissuaded the elector of Saxony from making an al-
liance with the Switzers, and persisted to unite more zealousl
than ever against the Sacramentarians; but Bucer undertoo
to reconcile the Lutherans and Zuinglians. Luther met Bucer
and Capito at Wittenberg, on the twenty-second of May, 1536,
when tﬁey entered into a long debate upon their faith and doec-
trine concerning the sacrament ; and they delivered to Luther
the confession of faith of the churches of Switzerland ; but
they could not agree in their articles of the form of union about
the sacrament. Luther explained himself concerning the Lord’s
Supper, by saying, he had never taught that Jesus Christ came
down from heaven to the earth, either visible or invisible; and
that he left it to the almighty power of God to effect, how the
body and blood of Christ are offered in the Lord’s Supper,
ke';&ing himself entirely close to the words of the seripture:
¢ This is my body, this is my blood.” He observed, that as
they could not understand each other, it was convenient they
should be friends, and entertain a good opinion reciprocally of
themselves, till the spirit of contention should cease among
them ; and so he committed to the care of Bucer and Capito
to finish what they had begun.

About the beginning of the year 1527, Luther was attacked
by a very severe illness, which brought him near to his grave.

e applied himself to prayer, made a confession of his faith,
and lamented grievously his unworthiness of martyrdom, which
he had so often and so ardently desired. In this situation he
made a will, for he had a son, and his wife was again with
child, in which he recommended his family to the care of hea-
ven. ¢ Lord God,” says he, ¢ I thank thee, that thou wouldest
have me poor on earth, and a beggar. 1 have neither house,
nor land, nor possessions, nor money, to leave. Thou hast
given me a wife and children: take them, I beseech thee,
under thy care, and preserve them, as thou hast preserved me.”
He bequeathed his detestation of popery to his friends and
brethren ; agreeably to what he often used to say, * Pestis

e
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eram vivus, moriens ero mors tua papa :” i. e. “Living, 1 was
the plague of the Pope, and dyinf, I shall be his death.”
Luther, from about this period, having laid the great foun-
dation of the Reformation, was chiefly employed in raising and
completing the superstructure. The remainder of his life was
spent in exhorting princes, states, and universities, to confirm the
eat work, which had been brought about through him; and
in publishing, from time to time, such writings as might encou-
rage, direct, and assist them in doing it. The emperor threatened
temporal punishment, with armies; and the Pope, eternal pains
with bulls and curses: but Luther, armed with the intrepidity
of grace, over and above his own courageous nature, regarded
neither the one nor the other. His friend and assistant, Me-
lancthon, could not be so indifferent; for Melancthon had a
great deal of softness, moderation, and diffidence in his consti-
tutién, which made him very uneasy and alarmed at these for-
midable appearances. Hence we find many of Luther’s letters
were written on purpose to comfort him under these anxieties.
I am,” says he, in one of his letters, * much weaker than you,
in private conflicts, if I may call those conflicts private, wkich I
have with the devil; but you are much weaker than me in
public. You are all distrust in the public cause; I, on the
contrary, am very confident; because 1 know it isa just and
true cause, the cause of God and of Christ, which need not
tremble or be abashed. But the case is different with me in
my private conflicts, feeling myself a most miserable sinner,
and therefore have great reason to look pale and tremble. Upon
= this accoumt it is, tﬂt I can almost be an indifferent spectator
amidst all the noisy threats and bullyings of the Papists; for if
we fall, the kingdom of Christ falls with us; and if it should
fall, T had rather fall with Christ, than stand with Cesar.” So
again, a little farther : ¢ You, Melancthon, cannot bear these
disorders, and labour to have things transacted by reason, and
nﬂeeabl to that spirit of calmness and moderation which your
philosophy dictates. You might as well attempt cum ratione
insanire, to be mad with feason. Don’t you see that the mat-
ter is entirely out of your power and management, and that
oven Christ {xmself forbids your measures to take place? If
the cause be bad, indeed, let us renounce it; but if it be good,
why do we make God a liar, whe has promised to support us?
Does he make his promises to the wind, or to his people 7’
About the year 1533, he had a terrible controversy with
George, duke of Saxony, who had such an aversion to Luther’s
doctrine, that he obliged his subjects to take an oath that they
would never embrace it. However, sixty or seventy citizens
of Leipsic were found to have deviated a little from the catholic
way, in some point or other, and they were known previously
to have consulted Luther upon it. Upon which duke George
complained to the elector Jogm, that Luther had not only abused
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his person, but had also preached up rebellion among his sub-
jects. The elector ordered Luther to be made-acquainted with
this, and to be told, at the same time, that if he did not clear
himself from the charge, he could not possibly escape punish-
ment. But Luther easily refuted the accusation by proving,
that he had been so far from stirring up his subjects against him,
on the score of religion, that, on the contrary, he exhorted
them rather to undergo the greatest hardships, and even suffer
themselves to be banished. Indeed, it appears, from all his
conduct and writings, that no man more abhorred that impious
principle of subverting kingdoms and states, under a pretence
of advancing the cause of God or his gospel. The Almighty
is surely able to effect his own will in this case; and it is the
duty of Christians to suffer and obey it.

n this year, 1588, Luther wrotc a consolatory letter to the
citizens of Oschatz, who had been banished for the osEel; in
which letter he uses these words: ¢ The devil is tie ost in
the world, and the world is his inn. Go where you will in
the world, you will be sure to find this ugly host walking up
and down in it.”

In the year 1534, he printed, and in the next year he pub- '
lished, his translation of the bible into German: in which latter
year, he began publicly to preach upon the book of Genesis,
which task iz ended with his life, as he is said to have foretold.

In the year 1538, arose the vile sect of the Antinomians,
who taught that it mattered not how wicked a man was, if he
had bu:%a.ith. The principal person among them was Johannes
Isebius Agricola. £uther had the honour not only of confut-
ing, but of converting this man, and of bringing him back to
his senses and his duty. '

In the 1540, Luther printed and prefaced the con-
fession of m«m Barnes, his intimate friend, and a learned
divine, who was burnt this year at Lomndon, for the gospel.
They became acquainted throngh Barnes’s coming to Witten-
berg about the business of king Henry the Eighth’s divorce.

uther was continually baited at by a world of furies; and

" he was particularly set up by Providence to effect a Reformation.
He published seventy-five propositions against the divines of
Louvain, and also a short confession of faith; after which he
was sent for to his native country, to com a difference be-
tween the counts of Mansfeld. He preached his last sermon
at Wittenberg, on the seventeenth of January, 1546; and on
the twenty-third, set out for Isleben, where he was honourably
entertained by the count, who escorted him to his apartments
with one hundred horse. Luther attended the-business upon
which he came, from the twenty-ninth of January, to the seven-
teenth of February, when he sickened, a little before supper, of
his usual illness. "This was an op&ression of humours 1 the
opening of the stomach, with which Melancthon, who was



Ixviii LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER.

with him, haa seen him frequently afflicted. His pain increased,
and he went to bed, where he slept till midmight, when he
awaked in such anguish that his life was near at an end. He
prayed in these words: I pray God to preserve the doctrine
of his gospel among us; for the Pope and council of Trent
have grievous things in hand.” After which he said, O hea-
venly Father, my gracious God, and Father of our Lord Jesus.
Christ, thou God of all consolation, I give thee hearty thanks,
that thou hast revealed to me thy Son, Jesus Christ, whom I
believe, whom I profess, whom I love, whom I glorify, and
whom the Pope and the multitude of the wicked do persecute
and dishonour. I beseech thee, Lord Jesus Christ, receive
my soul. O my heavenly Father, though I be taken out of
this life, and must lay down this frail body, yet I certainly
know that I shall live with thee eternally, and that I cannot
be taken out of thy hands. ¢God so loved the world,’ &ec.
Lord, I render up my spirit into thy hands, and come to thee:
Lord, into thy hands I commend my spirit: thou, O God of
truth, hast redeemed me!” Albert, count of Mansfeld, Me-
lancthon, Justus Jonas, and several other friends, attended him
in his last moments, joining him in prayer, that God would
preserve the doctrine of his gospel among them. Melancthon
says of Luther, that having E'equeutly repeated his prayers, he
was called to God, ¢ unto whom he so faithfully commended
his spirit, to enjoy, no doubt, the blessed society of the pa-
triarchs, prophets, and apostles, in the kingdom of God the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.”

Luther died on the eighteenth of February, 1546, in the
sixty-fourth year of his age. A thousand fables have been in-
vented concerning his death; nor would his enemies forbear

ublishing lies on this subject, long after he had left this world.
léome have said that he died su denly ; others, that he killed
himself; and some have impudently proceeded so far as to
give out that he was taken away by the devil. Nor are they
peoplo of mean figure or credit, who vent these calumnies, but
the most famous writers; as Cochleus, Besseeus, Bozius, Fa-
bianus, Justinian, and Bellarmine. This, says Bayle, reflects -
on the whole body of popery; for such fables ought not to pass
the press. Father Maimbourg has rejected all these foolish
stories; but he has been mistaken in a notable fact. Speak-
ing of Luther, he says the elector of Saxony caused his body
to be conveyed with a magnificent pomp to Wittenberg, where
he erected for him a monument of white marble, surrounded
with the statues of the twelve apostles, as if he had been the
thirteenth, with respect to Germany. He was honourably
interred at Wittenberg, but Seckendorf has shewn that no
such statues were placed round his tomb.

The virulent partisans of the church of Rome tell us, that
l.uther was not ouly no divine, but even an outrageous enemy
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and calumniator of all kinds of science * and that he committed
o0ss, stupid, and abominable errors against the ;l;:jnciples of
ivinity and philosophy. They accuse him of having con-
fessed, that, after st.ruigling for ten years together with his
- conscience, he at last became a perfect master of it, and fell
into atheism; and add, that he frequently said he would re-
nounce his portion in heaven, provided God would allow him
a pleasant life for a hundred years upon earth. And, lest we
should wonder that so monstrous and unheard-of impiety
should be found in a mere human creature, they make no scru-
ple to say, that an incubus begat him. These, and many more
such scandalous imputations, Mr. Bayle has been at the pains
to collect, under the article of LUTHER, in his Dictionary, and
has treated them with all the contempt and just indignation
they deserve. But let us leave these impotent railers, and at-
tend a little to more equitable ju((i:g;es. ¢ Luther,” says Mr.
Warton, in his appendix to Dr. Cave’s Historia Literaria,
¢ was a man of prodigious sagacity and acuteness, very warm,
and formed for great undertakings; being a man, if ever there
was one, whom nothing could daunt or intimidate. When the
cause of religion was concerned, he never regarded whose love
he was liks;r to gain, or whose displeasure to incur. He
treated the Pope’s bulls and the emperor’s edicts just alike ;
that is, he heartily despised both. In the meantime it must be
owned, that Luther eosrten gave a greater loose to his passions
than he ought, and did not in his writings pay that deference
to crown(;:lg heads which it is always necessary to pay; but
every man has his foible, and this was Luther’s. However,
he was very diligent in his application to letters, and ve
learned, considering the times he lived in. His chief pursuit
was in the study of the scriptures, upon a great part of which
he wrote commentaries. He reformed the Christian relifion
from many errors and superstitions, wih which it had been
long eormpted, and reduced it, as well as he could, to its pri-
mitive purity. If in some places he appears not quite so or-
thodox, we must impute it to the times, and not to‘lﬁm; for it
is no wonder that one who attempts to cleanse such a stable of
Augeas as the church of Rome, should not escape free from
spots and blemishes. He kept primitive antiquity constantly
before his eyes, as his guide ang rule; and, as EKrasmus has
observed, many things are condemned as heretical in the writ-
ings of Luther, which are thought very orthodox and pious in
the books of Erasmus and Bernard. Erasmus also says, that
Luther wrote many things rather imprudently than impiously.
His style was ro and%:nrsh ; for mn those days every body
could not write like Erasmus, Politian, Bemhus, &c. who
were always reading Tully, Livy, and Terence. Yet how un-
couth and inelegant soever his style may be, it every where
breathes a genaine zeal and piety, which is more solicitous
about things than words.”
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Luther left 2 widow, three sons, and two daughters. His
family was not extinct, when Seckendorf published his history,.
towards the latter end of the last century. 'Whilst the troops
of Charles V. were at Wittenberg, in the year 1547, the
Spaniards solicited the emperor to pull down Luther’s monu-
ment, and wanted to dig up his bones; but the emperor had
more generosity and prudence, than to consent to a procedure
80 base and infamous.

Luther had a very sharp and satirical style; but his Commen-
tary on the Epistle to the Galatians was his favourite work,
which he used to call his wife, his Catharine de Bore. It was
a very great imprudence to publish such a collection as the
Sermones Mensales, or Colloguia’ Mensalia; for Luther’s table-
talk is the subject of the book. It was published in 1571, by
Henry Peter Rebenstock, minister of Fischerheim; but Luther
was not the author of that book, the publication of which was
the effect of an inconsiderate zeal.

His favourite doctrine was justification by faith alone, and’
not by works, moral, legal, or evangelical ; but we must do him
the justice to observe, that he perpetually inculcated the abso-
. lute necessity of good works. According to him, a man is
justified only by faith; but he cannot be justified without
works; and where those works are not to be found, there is
assuredly no true faith. He was once somewhat inclined to
the opinion, that souls after death sleep till the resurrection;
but he afterwards said, that the souls of the faithful are in a
state of felicity ; and this seems to have been his last and settled
opinion. He thought that the Jewish nation would never be
converted ; and that St. Paul’s expressions concerning this sub-
ject were misunderstood.

Luther was a m nimous person, even by the concession
of his enemies; a::gn:ndertook such things as the world may
reasonably admire, having opposed himself alone to the whole
earth. His followers called tl.:lemselves Lutherans, much against
his mind; but they recede from him in many things, as may be
seen by their writings,

Melancthon says,  Pomeranus is a grammarian; I am a lo-
gician; and Justus Jonas is an orator; but Luther is good at
every thing: the wonder of mankind; for whatever he says,
or writes, it penetrates the heart, and makes a lasting im-
pression.”

It is also to be said of Luther, that it was a great miracle a
poor friar should be able to stand against the Pope; it was a
greater that he should prevail; and the greatest of all, that he
should die in peace, as well as Erasmus, when surrounded by
80 many enemies.

The doctrine of this eminent divine, and great reformer,
was soon extended all through Germany, Denmark, Sweden,
England, and other countries, under different modifications.
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Luther’s works were collected after his death, and printed
at Wittenberg, in seven volumes folio. Catharine de Bore
survived her husband a few years, and continued the first year
of her widowhood at Wittenier , though Luther had advised
her to seek another place of residence. She went from thence
in the year 15477, when the town was surrendered to the em-
peror Charles V. Before her departure, she had received a
present of fifty crowns from Christian II1., king of Denmark; -
and the elector of Saxony, and the counts of Mansfeld, gave
her good tokens of their liberality. With these additions to
what Luther had left her, she had scarce wherewithal to main-
tain herself and her family. She returned to Wittenberg,
when the town was restored to the elector, where she lived in
a very devout and pious manner, till the I e obliged her to
leave it again, in the year 1552. She sold what she had at Wit~
tenberg, and retired to Torgau, with a resolution to end her
life there. An awful providence befel her in her journey thi-
ther, which proved fatal to her. The horses growing unruly,
and attempting to run away, she leaped out of the vehicle she
was conveyed in; and, by leaping, got a fall, of which she died
about a quarter of a year after, at Torgau, upon the twentieth
of December, 1552. She was buried there, in the great church,
where her tomb and epitaph are still to be seen; and the uni-
versity of Wittenberg, which was then at Torgau, because the
plague raged at Wittenberg, made a public programma con-
cerning the funeral pomp. :

Upon Luther’s tomb the university of Wittenberg directed
the following inscription:—

MARTINI LUTHERI S. THEOLOGLE
D. CORPUS H. L. 8. E. QUI ANNO
CHRISTI MDXLVI. XII. CAL.
MARTII EISLEBII IN PA-
TRIAS. M. O. C. V. AN.
LXIIL M. IIL D. X.

Translation.

¢ In this place lies buried the body of MaRTIN LUTHER,
doctor of divinity, who died at Isleben, his birth-place, on the
twelfth of the calends of March, in the year 1546; when he
had lived sixty-three years, three months, and ten days.”

Beza’s epigram upon Luther has been much admired, and
therefore we will prg:;nt it to our reader.

Roma orbem domuit ; Romam sibi papa subegit :
Viribus illa suis, fraudibus iste suis.

Quanto isto major Lutherus, major of illa:
Istum illamgue uno qui domuit calamo !

I nunc! Alciden memorato, Gracia mendaxz ;
Lutheri ad calamum ferrea clava nihil.
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The learned reader will excuse the following unequal trans-
lation:—
. Rome tamed the world ; yet Rome the Pope hath awed;
She rose by force, but be by holy fraud.

Greater than both how much was Luther, when
He vanquish’d both with nothing but a pen!
Go, fabling Greece, and- bid Alcides know,
His club, as Luther’s pen, gave no such blow.

Our serious rewders will, perhaps, be pleased with the inser-
tion of some remarkable sayings and observations of this great
man, which we will extract from that able and faithful biogra-
pher, Melchior Adam. Erasmus confessed, ¢ that there was
more solid divinity contained in one leaf of Luther's commen-
taries, than could be found in many prolix treatises of school-
meg, and suchfkind olt; aut,hors.” N . s,

ing of the Pope’s using the mass for departed so
Luther obgerved, that “";e wit‘lllg his mass was not satisfied to
thrust himself into all corners of the earth, but he must needs
go tumbling down into the very bosom of hell.” '

He used to call the indulgence-merchants, purse-threshers.

There were many plots laid against his life, which the bloody
Papists sought after by all means. Poison, daggers, pistols,
were intended, when fire and ots could not be used,
through the elector’s protection. A Polish Jew was hired for
two thousand crowns to poison him. The plot (says Luther)
was discovered to me by the letters of my friends. He is a
doctor of physic, and dares to attempt any thing; he would go
about this business with incredible craft and agility. He is
just now apprehended.”—However, God preserved him from
the malice of his enemies. It shews, however, what Papists
can attempt (says Melchior Adam); and if we wanted further
proof of it, the words of Alcander, the Pope’s legate, are quite
sufficient. “Though you Germans (said he), who pay the
least of all people to the Roman see, have shaken off the }yope's
yoke; yet we will take care, that ye shall be devoured with
civil wars, and perish in your own blood.”—A pious resolution,
indeed!

‘When Luther’s bold manner of expressing himself was cen-
sured, he replied: ¢« Almost all men condemn my tartness of
expression; but I am of your opinion, (says he to his friend,)
that God will have the deceits of men thus powerfully exposed.
For I plainly perceive, that those things which are softly dealt
with in our corrupt age, give people but light concern, and are
presently forgotten. If I have exceeded the bounds of mode-
ration, the monstrous turpitude of the times has transported me.
Nor do I transcend the example of Christ, who, having to do
with men of like manners, called them sharply by their own
proper names, such as, “an adulterous and perverse genera-
tion, a brood of vipers, hypocrites, children of the devil, who
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oould not escape the damnation of hell.” Erasmus, with all his
refinement, could own, ¢ that God bad sent in Luther a sharp
physician, in consideration of the immensity of the diseases
which had infected this last age of the world.”

Luther caused the Psalns, used in worship, to be translated
mto German. ¢ We intend (says he to Spalatinus), after the
example of the proPhets and primitive fathers of the church, to
turn the Psalms, for spiritual singing, into the vulgar tongue
for the common people, so that the word of God may remain
among the people, even in their singing. Upon this account we
seek for some poets, and as you possess the copiousness and
elegance of the German, which you have greatly cultivated, I
would request your assistance in this business, in translating
some of the Psalms into German verse, according to the in-
closed example. My wish is, to avoid all difficult and courtly
terms, and -to use the simplest and most common phrases, so
that theg' are fit and proper for the edification of the lowest
among the people. Let the sense be clear, and as close as pos-
sible to the original. To preserve the sense, when you cannot
render word for word, it may be right to use such a phrase as
will most perfectly convey the idea. I confess I am not suffi-
ciently qualified myself, and therefore would request you to try
how near you can approach to Heman, Asaph, and Jeduthun.”

He usec{ to say oFKimself and the other ministers, ¢ We are
only planters and waterers, in administering the word and sa-
craments; but the increase is not in our power.”

Concerning our righteousness, he observed, ¢ Thou, Lord
Jesus, art my righteousness; but I am altogether sin: thou hast
taken what was mine, and hast given me what was thine; thou
hast taken what thou wast not, and hast given me what I was
not before.”

Respecting ceremonies, he said, ‘I condemn no ceremonies,
but such as oppose or obscure the gospel.”

With regard to human learning, he thus expressed himself:
I am persuaded that true divinity could not well be supported
without the knowledge of letters: of this we have roof,
for while learning was decayed and in ruins, theology fell too,
and lay most wretchedly obscured. I am sure that the reve-
lation and manifestation of the word of God would never have
been so extensive and glorious as it is, if remratorily, like so
many John Baptists smoothing the way, tﬂe owledge of lan-
guages and good learning had not risen up among us.—They
are most exceedingly mistaken who imagine that the knowledge
of nature and true philosophy is of no use to a divine.”

He advised, in the case of temptations, in this manner: «I
would comfort those that are tried in their faith and hope to-
wards God in this way: first, let them avoid solitariness, keep
always in good company, sing the Psalms, and converse upon
the holy scriptures. Secondly, though it be the most difficult



Ixxiv LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER.

point to work upon the mind, yet it is the most rresent remedy,
if they can through grace persuade themselves that these
Tevous thoughts are not their own, but Satan’s; and that,
therefore, they should earnestly endeavour to turn the heart to
other objects, and quit these evil suggestions: for to dwell upon
them, or fight witl them, or to aim to overcome them, or to
wait for an end of them, is only to irritate and strengthen them
over to perdition, without relief.”

It is well known that Luther earnestly defended Christ’s
corporeal presence in the sacrament; but it is said that he was
of a contrary sentiment a little before his death, and owned it.
For as he was preparing to make his last journey to Isleben,
he confessed to eq:rnczﬁon, on. the twenty-third of January,
1546, ¢ that he had gone too far in the sacramentarian contro-
versy.” Melancthon persuaded him to explain himself by some
public writing; but to this he objected, ¢ that by so doing he
should make all his doctrine doubtful; but that he (Melanethon)
might do as he thought fit, after his decease.” This speech was
made before several witnesses.

Luther fr uent.ly said, “ That a preacher should take care
not to bring three hittle sly dogs into his profession, viz. PRIDE,
COVETOUSNESS, and ENVY.” (:E which he added, to preachers,
“ When you observé the people hear most attentively, be as-
sured they will return the more readily. Three things make a
divive: meditation, prayer, and temptation. And three thi
are to be remembered by a minister; turn over and over the
Bible, pray devoutly, and be never above learning. They are
the best preachers for the commorf people, who speak in the
meanest, lowest, humblest, and most simple style.”

In private life, Luther was an example of the strictest virtue.
At dinner or supper, he would often dictate matter of preach-
inﬁw others, or correct the press; and sometimes amuse him-
self with music, in which he took great delight. Though a
large man, he was a very moderate eater and drinker, and not
at all delicate in his appetite, for he usually fed upon the sim~
¥lest diet. He much delighted in his garden, and was very

ond of cultivating it with all kinds of plants. In short, he was
never idle. :

‘Though he had not much himself, he very freely bestowed
of what he had upon others. A poor student, asking money of
him, he desired his wife to give some, who excusing herself on
account of their poverty, he took up a silver cup and gave it to
the scholar, bidding him sell it to the goldsmitﬂ, and keep the
money for his occasions. When a friend sent him two hun-
dred pieces of gold, he bestowed them all on poor scholars.
And when the elector gave him a new gown, he wrote, in
answer, * That too mucl?was done; for if we receive all in
this life, we shall have nothing to hope for in the next.” He
took nothing of printers for his works, to h's own use, saying,
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%’Tis true, I have no money, but am. indeed poor; yet I deal
in this moderate manner with printers, and take nothing from
them for my variety of labours, except sometimes a copy or
two. This, I believe, may be due to me, when other authors,
even translators, for every sheet have their stipulated price.”
‘When he had séme money sent him, he wrote thus to a friend:
“1 have received by Taubenheim a hundred pieces of gold;
and at the same time Schart has sent me fifty; so that I E:gm
to fear, lest God should give me my portion here. But I so-
lemnly protest, that I would not be so satisfied from Him. 1
will eltKer presently return, or get rid of them. For what is
8o much money to me? I have given half of it to Prior, and
made him very happy.”

He had great tenderness for his family. When he saw Mag-
dalen, his eldest daughter, at the point of death, he read to her
this pnssagle from the 26th of Isaiah, “Thy dead men shall
live, together with my dead body shall they arise: Awake and
sini, ye that dwell in the dust; for thy dew is as the dew of
herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead. Come, my people,
enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee:
hide thyself, as it were for a little moment, until the indignation
be overpast. My daughter, do thou enter (says he) into th
chamber with peace: I shall soon be with thee; for God wi
not permit me to see the judgments that hang over Germany.”
And upon this he poured forth a flood of tears. Yet, after-
wards, when he attended the funeral, he contained himself, so
as not to appear to weep.

‘What he said of the covetousness of the Germans, and of the
prevailing scarcity in his time, may be applied to some other
professing people besides them. ¢ We are in dread of famine;
and famine we shall feel without remedy. And as we, without
necessity, and like impious and faithless heathens, have been
distracted with carefulness, solicitous lest we should be de-
stroyed by famine, and utterly n lecti.ni the word and work
of God: so he will permit the evil day shortly to come, which
will bring with it a most heavy load of sorrows, beyond our
power either to sustain or remove.”

Being once asked,  Whether we should know each other in
heaven?’ He answered, ¢ How was it with Adam? He had
never seen Eve; for when God formed her, he was in a deep
sleep: yet when he awaked and. saw her, he did not ask who
she was, or from whence she came; but immediately said, that
she was flesh of his flesh, and bone of his bone. How, then, did
he know this? Being filled with the Holy Spirit, and endued
with the true knowledge of God, he was able to determine
upon the nature of things. In like manner, we shall be per-
fectly renewed hereafter, through Christ; and shall know, with
far greater perfection than can be conceived of here, our dearest
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relations, and indeed whatever exists; and in a mode, too, much
superior to that of Adam in paradise.”

He was of a proper stature and of a robust body, with such a
piercing vivacity in his eyes, that but few could look upon him
directly, when he attentively looked upon them. He had but a
soft voice, and that mot very clear; so that when mention was
made one day at table of Paul’s voice, that it was rather weak,
he observed of his own, that it could not deliver his words but
with a low pronunciation: ¢ Yes, (said Melancthon,) but that
feeble voice of thine is powerfully received, both far and near.”

Sturmius says, that he saw a letter written by Luther to -
Wolfgang Capito, in which he affirmed, that scarce any of his
writings pleased himself, except his Catechism, and his book
De servo arbitrio, or “ Free-will a Slave.” Of this last work,
the late Mr. Toplady had begun a translation, and had carried
itona consideragle way; but being prevented from finishing it
by his death, (it having been long delayed, through other avo-
cations), we are deprived of this valuable companion to Zan-
chius in an English gress.

We will conclude this account of Luther, with the high en-
comium paid to his memory by Wolfgang Severus, preceptor
to the emperor Ferdinand.

s Japeti ds genle prior majorque Luthere
Nomo fuit ; sed nec credo fulurns erit.”




TO ALL

AFFLICTED CONSCIENCES,

Which groan for Salvation, and wrestle under the Cross for the Kingdom of
Christ ; Grace, Peace, and Vietory in the Lord Jesus our Savionr,

Ix few words to declare what is to be said for the commenda-
tion of this work, although in few words all cannot be ex-
pressed that may be said, yet briefly to signify that may suftice,
this much we thought good to certity thee, godly reader, that
amongst many other godly English books, in these our days
printed and translated, thou shalt find but few, wherein either
thy time shall seem better bestowed, or thy labour better re-
compensed to the profit of thy soul, or wherein thou mayest
see the spirit and vein of St. Paul more lively represented to
thee, than in the diligent reading of this present %ommentary
upon the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. In which, as in
a mirror or glass, or rather as St. Steghen in the heavens being
opened, thou mayest see and behold the admirable glory of the
Lord, and all the riches of heaven; thy salvation freely and
only by faith in Christ; his love and grace toward thee so
opened, thy victory and conquest in him so proved, the wrath
of God so pacified, his law satisfied, the kingdom of life
set open; death, hell, and hell-gates, be they never so strong,
with all the power of sin, flesh, and the world, vanquished; thy
conscience ﬁdmr , all fears and terrors removed, thy spiri-
tual man so refresled and set at liberty, that either thy heart
must be heavier than lead, or the reading hereof will Lift thee
up above thyself, and give thee to know that of Christ Jesu,
that thyself shalt say thou never knewest before, though before
thou knewest him right well.
' Such spiritual comfort, such heavenly doctrine, such expe-
rience and practice of conscience herein is contained, such
triumphingh over Satan and all his power infernal, such con-
tempt of the law compared with the gospel, such a holy pride
+and exaltation of the believing man, (whom here he maketh a
person divine, the Son of God, the heir of the whole earth,
conqueror of the world, of sin, of death, and the devil,) with
such phrases and speeches of high contemplation, of Christ, of
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ace, of justification, and of faith, (which faith, saith he, trans-
Erureth a man into Christ, and coupleth him more near unto
Cirist than the husband is coupled to his wife, and maketh a
man more than a man,) with such other voices, full of spiritual
glory and majesty, as the like hath not been used lightly of any
writer since the apostle’s time; neither durst he ever have used
the same himself, ﬁad not great experience and exercise of con-
science, by inward conflicts and profound agonies, framed him
thereunto, and ministered to him both this knowledge of spirit
and boldness of speech.

And this commonly is the working and proceeding of God’s
vocation, ever to work things by the contrary: of infidelity, to
make faith; of poverty, to male riches; in misery, to shew
mercy; to turn sorrow to solace, mourning to mirth; from
afflictions, to advance to glory; from hell, to bring to heaven;
from death, to life; from darkness, to light; from thraldom, to
liberty; in wilderness, to give waters; the barren, to make
fruitful; of things that be not, to make things to be; briefly,
to make all things of nouiht. Thus beganu;.vg:d first to wori,
thus he proceeded, thus he continueth, and so will, unto the
world’s end. The first seed of promise, next to Eve, was
given to Sarah: yet in what case was Eve, before she had the

romise? And in what barrenness and despair was Sarah, be-
fore she enjoyed her well-beloved Isaac? The like is to be
said of the two mothers of two most excellent children, Samuel
and John Baptist; and yet what griefs and sorrows passed
over their hearts, being both past al% hope in nature, before the
goodness of God did work ? ﬁaosw long did Jacob the patriarch
serve in miserable thraldom for his Rachael? In what excel-
lent glory was Joseph exalted? Yet what suffered he before
of his brethren, and how long imprisonment? In what and
how long servitude were the sons of Israel, before Moses was
sent unto them? and, aflerwards, in what distress were they
compassed on every side, when the sea was forced to give them
place? after that, again, what an excellent land was promised
and given unto them, flowing with milk and honey? but how
were they scourged before in the desart, and yet had not they
the land, but their children? To overpass many things here
by the way, what an excellent work was it of God to set up

avid in his kingdom? also what excellent promises were
given to his throne? yet how hardly escaped he with life? how
did the Lord mortify and frame him to his hand, before he
placed him in quiet? Infinite it were to recite all. Briefly, in
all the works of God, this is usual to be seen: that he worketh
evermore most excellent things by instruments most humble,
and which seem farthest off. hich of all the apostles did
ever think, when Christ was so humbled and crucified upon
the tree, that they should ever see him again, although he fore-
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told them of his rising before; insomuch that Thomas did
scarcely believe when he with his eyes saw him? . What man
would ever have thought that Paul, in the raging heat of his
persecuting spirit, would have turned from a persecutor, to
such a professor; from such infidelity, to such a faith; insomuch
that Ananias would scarcely believe the Lord when he told
him? Such is the omnipotency of the Lord our God, ever
working lightly by the contrary, especially when he hath any
excellent thing to work to his own glory.

After like sort may we esteem of Martin Luther, who
being first a friar, in what blindness, superstition and darkness,
in what dreams and dregs of monkish idolatry was he drowned,
his history declareth, witness recordeth, and this book also partly
doth specify; whose religion was all in Popish ceremonies, his
zeal without knowledge, understanding no other justification
but in works of the law and merits of his own making, only
believing the history (as many do) of Christ’s death and resur-
rection, but not knowing the power and strength thereof. After
he had thus continued a long space, more pharisaical and zealous
in these monkish ways than the common sort of that order, at
length it so pleased Almighty God to begin with this man:
first, to touch his conscience with some remorse and feeling of
sin, his mind with fears and misdoubts, whereby he was driven
to seek further: so that by searching, seeking, conferring, and
by reading of St. Paul, some sparkles of better knowledge be-
gan by little and little to appear, which after in time grew up
to greater increase. But here it hapﬁened to him, as com-
monly it doth to all good Christians: the more that the true
lmowledge of Christ in him increased, the more Satan the
enemy stirred with his fiery darts, with doubts and objections,
with false terrors and subtle assaults, seeking, by all means
possible, how to oppress the inward soul, :'iich would fain
take his rest in Christ. u!lIn !:;hese spiritual coe(l;ﬂicts and inward
wrestl how grievously he was encumbered, fighti inst
increduri?tsy,, error, and desperation, marvellous itblga|l tomgoﬁer;
insomuch that three days and three nights together he lay upon
his bed without meat, drink, or any sleep, like a dead man, (as
some of him do write,) labouring in and epirit upon a cer-
tain place of St. Paul, in the third chapter to the Romans,
+which was ¢ to shew his justice:” thinking Christ to be sent to
no other end but to shew forth God’s justice as an executor of
the law; till at length, being answered and touched by the
Lord concerning the right meaning of these words, sigmfying
the justice of God to be execated upon his Son, to save us from
the stroke thereof, he immediately upon the same started u
from his bed, so confirmed in faith, as nothing afterward coufg
discourage him. Beside other manifold .an grievous temp~
tations (which I speak not of) of all sorts and kinds, exoept
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only of avarice: with the which vice only he never was tempted
nor touched, as of him is written by them that were conversant
with him.

In this meanwhile, during these conflicts and exercises of
M. Luther, which notwithstanding did him no hurt, but rather
turned to his more furtherance in spiritual knowledge, Pope
Leo X. sent a jubilee with his Eardon abroad through all
Christian realms and dominions, whereby he gathered together
innumerable riches and treasure: the collectors whereof pro-
mised to every one that would put ten shillings in the box,
licence to eat white meat and tlesh in lent, and power to deliver
what soul he would out of purgatory; and, moreover, full par-
don from all his sins, were they never so heinous. But if it
were one jot less than ten shillings, they preached it would
profit him nothing. The abomination whereof was so horrible,
that when no other man durst speak, yet Luther could not of
conscience hold his peace; but, drawing out certain articles,
desired gently to dispute the matter, writing withal a most
humble admonition to the Pope, submitting himself in a most
humble manner to his censure and judgment. But the Pope,
thinking great scorn to be controlled of such a friar, took the
matter so hot, that he, with all his cardinals, with all the rabble
of monks and friars, bishops and archbishops, colleges and uni-
versities, kings and princes, with the emperor himself,
were all upon him. If the omnipotent providence of the Lord
from above had not sustained him, what was it for one poor
friar to have endured all these sharp assaults of Satan, all the
violence of the whole world, having no less than the sun, the
moon, and all the seven stars (as they say) against him; being
hated of men, impugned of devils, rejected of nations, by
solemn authority condemned, distressed with infirmities, and with
all manner of temptations tried and proved. And yet, for all
these temptations, such was his life, that (as Erasmus, writing
to eardmaf Wolsey, affirmeth) none of his enemies could ever
charge him with any note of just reprehension. Again, such
were his allegations out of the scripture, that Roffensis, writing
to Erasmus, confesseth himself to be astonished at them.

And thus much by the way of preface, touching the conflicts
and exercises of this man, which we thought fit to insinuate to
the Christian reader, for sundry urposes. First, to note the
merciful clemency of Christ our gavmur, in calling so super-
stitious and idolatrous a friar so graciously to such a light of
his gospel, his grace in justifying him, his might in preserving
him, his help in comforting him, his glor{l in prospering him,
one against 8o many; and so prospering him, that the whole
kingdom of the Pope had no power either to withstand him,
or to maintain itself. Secondly, for this respect also and pur-
pose: that the reader, considering the marvellous working of
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the Lord in this man, may the better credit the doctrine that
he teacheth. And though his doctrine, as touching a little
circumstance of the sacrament, cannot be thoroughly defended,
yet neither is that any great marvel in him, who, being occu-
pied in weightier points of religion, had no leisure to travel in
the searching out of this matter; neither ought it to be any
prejudice to all the rest, which he taught so soundly, of the
weightier principles and grounds of Christ’s gospel, and our.
justification only by faith in Christ. And ‘vlet, m the same
matter of the sacrament, notwithstanding that he altereth some-
what from Zuinglius, sticking too near the letter; yet he joineth
not so with the Papist, that he leaveth there any transubstan-
tiation or idolatry. Wherefore, the matter being no greater
than so, nor directly against any article of our creed, let us not
be 8o nice, for one little wart, to cast away the whole body.
It were doubtless to be wished, that in good teachers and
reachers of Christ, there were no defect or imperfection. But
e that can abide nothing with hLis blemish, let him, if he can,
name any doctor or writer, (the scnr"?)mre only except,) Greek
or Latin, old or new, either beyond the Alps, or on this side
the Alps, or himself, whatsoever he be, which hath not erred
in some sentence or in some exposition of holy scripture.
But if he cannot so do, then let him learn hy himself to bear
with other; to take the best and leave the worst, (although
there is no such matter in this boolk tﬂa be feared;]forasmuch
-as we, having a respect to the simple, have pu y 8 ed
out and omit%ed su(l:l: stumbling- waes, beilll)g Eut few?gvnlﬁch
might offend) and to give God thanks for any thing that is
good ; and, namely, for this which he hath given us by Lu-
ther, in opening to us his , mercy, and good-will 1 his
Son, so excellently, throuﬁﬁ the preaching of this man; who,
if he had not taught the difference between the law and the
Eospel, and set out to us our justifieation, victor{', and liberty,
y faith only in Christ so plainly, so plentifully, and so as-
suredly as he hath done, who ever durst have been so bold
te open his mouth in such words, or so confidently to stand
in this doctrine of faith and grace? For if there have been,
since the time of Luther, and be yet, some which openly de-
fend “that works be necessary to salvation,” where he before
so mightily had taught the contrary; what then would these
have done, if' Luther had not been 7 who also did forewarn us
of the same, prophesying that, after his time, this doctrine of
justification would be almost extinguished in the church, as, in
certain places, experience beginne'iu partly to prove.
Wherefore, so much as the Lord shall give us grace, let us
hold constantly the comfortable doctrine of faith and justifica-
tion, and not lose that the Lord so freely hath given, calling
upon the Lord with all obedience and diligence, to give us
S
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grace with St. Paul, not to refuse the grace which he bestoweth
upon us, nor to be offended with this jo¥ful doctrine, as man
be. And, therefore, as our duty was for our part to set it
abroad, so our counsel is no less to every studious reader
thereof, to pray for grace rightly to understand that he readeth.
For.else, unless the special grace of Christ do help, hard it is
to flesh and blood to comprehend this mystical doctrine of faith
only. So strange it is to carnal reason, so dark to the world,
80 many enemies it hath, that except the Spirit of God from
above dyo reveal it, learning cannot reach it, wisdom is offended,
nature is astonished, devils do not know it, men do persecute
it. Briefly, as there is no way of life 8o easy, so there is none
so hard : easy to whom it is given from above; hard to carnal
sense not yet inspired. The ignorance whereof is the root of
all errors, sects, and divisions, not only in all Christendom, but
also in the world. The Jew thinketh to be saved by his Moses’
law, the Turk by his Alcoran, the philosopher by his moral
virtues. Besides these, cometh another sort of people, not so
ill as the Jews, nor so heathen as the philosopher, but having
some part of both; which refuse not utterly the name of
Christ; but with Christ do join, partly the lJaw of Moses, partly
the moral and natural discipline of philosophy, and partly their
own ceremonies and traditions, to make a perfect way to hea-
ven:” and these, here in this Commentary, are calledy Papists,
of the Pope their author; being divided within themselves
more than into a hundred divers sects, orders, and professions
of cardinals, friars, monks, nuns, priests, hermits, and other
votaries ; all which seem to spring up of no other cause but
only of ignorance upon this doctrine. And no marvel; for
take away this doctrine of justification by faith only in Christ,
and leave a man to his own inventions, what end will there be
of new devices? Such a perilous thing it is to err in the
foundations; whereupon the higher ye build, the greater is the
fall. And yet such l;:ouilders are not without their props to
hold up their workmanship of works against this doctrine of
Jjustifying faith, pretending, for their defence, the testimony of
St. James, where he seemeth to attribute justification to works,
and not to faith only.

Touching which matter of justification, forasmuch as in the
sequel of this treatise the author hath discoursed upon the
same at large, it shall not be much needful to use many words
at this present. This briefly may suffice, by the way of preface,
in a word or two to advertise the Christian reader, whoso taketh
it in hand with profit and judgment to read this book, that in
hima two things are especially to be required: first, to read it
wholly together, and not by pieces and parts, here and there ;
but to take it in order as it lieth, conferring one place with
anothe, whereby to understand the better the right meaning
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of the writer, how and in what sense he excludeth good
works, and how not; how he neglecteth the law, and how he
‘magnifieth the law. For, as in case of justifying before God,
the free promise of the gospel admitteth no condition, but faith
only in Christ Jesu; 8o, in case of dutiful obedience, Luther
here excludeth no works, but rather exhorteth thereunto,
and that in many Thus times and cases disereetly must
be distinguished. :
- The second thing to be required is, that in reading hereof,
he that seeketh to tuke the fruit hereby, do bring such a mind
with him to the reading, as the anthor himself did to the preach-
ing thereof; that is, he had need to have his senses exercised
somewhat in such spiritual conflicts, and to be well humbled
before with the fear of God, and inward repentance, or else
he shall hardly conceive the excellent sweetness either of this
writer or any other. For albeit most true it is, that no greater
comfort to the soul of man can be found in any beok next to
the holy seripture, than in this Commentary of M. Luther;
so this comfort hath little place, but only where the conscience,
being in heaviness, hath need of the physician’s hand. The
other, who feel themselves whole, and are not touched in soul
with any sorrow, as they little care for these books, so they
have little understanding of this doctrine when they read it
And this is the cause, in .my mind, why the Pope and his Pa-
pists have so little feeling and liking of Luther's-doctrine; and
all because they commonly are never greatly vexed in spirit with
any deep affliction, but rather-deride them that be beaten down
with such conflicts and temptations of Satan, as they did by
Luther ; whom, because Geod suffered to be tried and exer-
cised with- the buffets of the ememy, they say therefore that
he learned his divinity of the devil. But ﬁow he learned his
divinity, let us hear what he himself in this book confesseth,
saying: “If we were not outwardly exercised with force and
au{tlety by tyrants and sectaries, and inwardly with terrors
and fiery darts of the devil, Paul should be as obseure and
unknown to me as he was in times past to the world, and yet
is to the Papists, the Anabaptists, and other our adversaries.
Therefore the gift of the interpretation of the scriptures and
our studies, together with our inward aud outward temptations,
open unto ‘ud the meaning of Paul, and the sense of all holy
- tme&”‘ . . .
ut let these ignorant Papists, whosoever they be, taste a
little the same; or the like as Luther did, and then see what
they will say. Experience giveth demonstration. For how
many of them do-we see, for all their auricular confession,
which puffeth them up in all security, but at length :I:g lay at
the point of death, where death on the one side, and Giod's
Jjustice on the otlier side, is before their eyes; for the wost part
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either they despair, or else, leaving all other helps, they onl

stick to fa)i(them the blood of Jeggs Christ, and ?:’ very dee({
many of them are glad to die Lutherans, howsoever they hated
Luther before. And what shall we say, then, of this dyoctrine
of Luther? If the Papists themselves {e glad to die in it, why
are they unwilling to live in it? ¢ Andif it be true at one time,
how can alteration of time make that false which is once true.”

And therefore, where these men so stoutly withstand this
doctrine of justification by faith only, they are much deceived.
And when they allege St. James for them, that is soon ans-
wered, if we rightly discern the meaning of St. James and St.
Paul; of whom the one speaketh of man’s righteousness or jus-
tification only before men, which is a demonstration of a
true faith or a true believer before man, rather than the work-
ing of true justification before God. And so it is true which
St. James saith, how that faith without works do not justify :
whose purpose is, not to shew us what maketh a man just
before &OT,M but only to declare the nemsaazhwnjunction of
good works in him that by faith is justified. e other speak-
eth of righteousness or justification, not before men, but only
before God; meaning not to exclude good works from true
faith, that they should not be done, but to teach us wherein
the true stay and hope of our salvation ought to be fixed; that
is, in faith only. And so it is true likewise that St. Paul
saith, that faith only, without works, doth justify.

Which proposition of St. Paul, the better to understand and
to join it with St. James, here is to be noted, for the satisfying
of the cavilling adversary, that the proposition is to be taken
full and whole, as St. Paul doth mean it; so that with the right
subjeet, we join the right predicatum, as the sehoolmen term
it; that is, so that faith of Christ, in justifying, ever have rela-
tion to the true, penitent, and lamenting sinner. And so is the
article most true, that “ faith only without works, doth justify.”
But whom doth it justify? the worldling? the licentious ruf-
fian? the voluptuous epicure? the carnal gospeller? Paul
meaneth no such thing, but only the mourning and labouring
soul, the grieved conscience, the repenting heart, the amending
sinner. And in him the proposition is true, according to the
doctrine of St. Paul: ¢ to him that believeth in him which jus-
tifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” Con-
trariwise, let faith have relation to the obstinate and wilful
rebel, who, contrary to conscience, continueth and delighteth
in sin: and in him is true likewise that St. James saith, * and
not by fhith only;” meaning thereby, that faith availeth not to
justification, but only in such persons as have a good will and
¥urpose to amend their lives; ¢ not that repentance and turni
from iniquity doth save them; but that faith in Christ worket
Justification i1n none but ouly such as heartily repent and are
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willing to amend.” So that, “believe the goml‘,” hath ever
“repent and amend,” going with it. Not repentance
saveth any malefactor from the law; but only sheweth the per-
son whom faith in Christ only doth save and justify. But of
this enough, and more than greatly needed; ially seeing
the book itself here following will satisfy the reader, at large,
in all such doubts to this matter appertaining. And thus ceasing
to trouble thee, gentle reader, with any longer preface, as we
commend this good work to thy godly studies; so we commend
both thee and thy studies to the grace of Christ Jesu, the Son
of God: hearﬁf; wishing and craving of his majesty, that
thou mayest take no less profit and consolation by reading
hereof, than our purpose was to do thee good in setting the
same forth to thy comfort and edification: which the Lord
grant. AMEN. AMEN.
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FIFTY INCONVENIENCES
That erise ot of Man'’s ows Righteoumess proceeding of Works, gathered out of
this Epistle to the Galah'a!:.

BY M. LUTHER.

CHAP. IL.

To bring men from the calling of
grace.
To receive another gospel,
8. To trouble the minds of the faithfal.
4. To pervert the gospel of Christ.
5. To be accursed.
6. To obey human traditions.
7. To please man.
8. Not to be the servant of Christ.
9. To build upon men, and not upon
God.
10. That the most excellent righteous-
noss of the law is nothing.
11. To destroy the cburch of God.

| B

CHAP. 1L

To teach a man to be justified by
works, is to teach to be justified
by impossibility.

To wake the righteous isf Christ,
sinners.

14. To make Christ a minister of sin.

15. To build up sin again, when it is

destroyed.

16. To be made a transgressor.

11. To reject the grace of God.

18. To judge that Christ died in vain.

12.

18.

CHAP. 111.

19. To become foolish Galatians,

20. To be bewitched.

21. Not to hear the truth,

22. ;To crucify Christ again.

28. To hold that the spirit is received
by works.

24. To forsake the spirit amd to end
in the flesh,

25. To be under the curse.

26. To set the testament of men abo ©
the testament of God.

27. To make sin to abound.

28, To be shut under sin.
29, To serve beggarly ceremonies.

CHAP. 1V,

80. That the gospel is preached is vain,
81. That all is vain whatsoever the
faithful do work or suffer.

82. To be made a servant and the son

of the bond-woman.

88. To be cast out with the son of the
bond-woman, from the inberi-
tance, )

34. That Christ profiteth nothing.

85. That we are debtors to fulfil the
whole law.

CHAP. V.

86. To be separate from Christ.

87. To fall from grace.

88. To be hindered from the good
course of well-doing.

89. That this persuasion of the doctrine
of works cometh not of God.

40. To bave the leaven of corruption.

41. The judgment remaineth for him
who teacheth this doctrine,

42. To bite and consume one another.

48. That this doctrine is accounted
among the works of the fiesb.

CHAP. VI,

To think thyself to be something
when thou art nothing.

To glory in others than in God.

Carnally to please the carnally
minded.

47, Tohatethe persecution of the cross.

48. Not to keep the law itself.

49. To glory in the master and teacher

of carnal things.
50. That nothing profiteth, and what«
soever a man doth is vain,

44.

45.
46.




MARTIN LUTHER'S
PREFACE

UPON THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS.

¥ rvseLr can scarcely believe that I was so plentiful in words,
-when I did publicly expound this Epistle of St. Paul to the
Galatians, as this book sheweth me to have been. Notwith-
standing, I perceive all the cogitations which I find in this
treatise, by so great diligence of the brethren gathered toge-
ther, to be mine: so tiat 1 must needs confess, either all, or
perhaps more, to have been uttered by me in this public trea-
tise; “for in my heart this one article reigneth, even the faith
of Christ.” From whom, by whom, and unto whom, all my
divine studies, day and night, have recourse to and fro conti-
nually. And yet I perceive that I could not reach anythi
near anto the height, breadth, and depth of sach high and in-
estimable wisdom; only certain poor and bare beginni and
as it were fragments, do a . Wherefore, I am ed
that my so barren and simple commentaries should be set forth
upon so worthy an apostle and elect vessel of God. But when
I consider again the infinite and horrible profanation and abo-
mination which always hath raged in the church of God, and
yet at this day ceaseth not to rage against this only and
grounded rock, which we hold to be the article of our justi
cation, (that is to say, how, not by ourselves, neither by our
works, which are less than ourselves, but by another help,
even the Son of God, Jesus Christ, we are redeemed from sin,
death, the devil, and made partakers of eternal life,) I am com-
pelled to cast off all shame, and to be “ bold above measure.”
This rock did Satan shake in paradise, (Gen. iii. 3.) when
he persuaded our first parents that, by their own wisdom and
power, they should be like unto God; forsaking true faith in
God, who had given them life, and promised the continuance
thereof. By and by after, this liar and murderer, “ which will
be always like unto himself,” stirred up the brother to the
murdering of his brother, (Gen. iv.) and for none other cause
but thatnl%r his godly brother, by faith, had offered up a more
excellent sacrifice, and he offering up his own works, wi hout
faith, had not pleased God. Against this, against the same
faith, followed a most intolerable persecution of Satan by the
sons of Cain; until God was even constrained at once, by the
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flood, to purge the whole world, and to defend Noab, the
preacher of righteousness. This notwithstanding, Satan conti-
-wed his seed in Cham, the third son of Noah. But who is
able to reckon up all examples? After these things, the whole
world waxed mad against this faith, finding out an infinite
number of idols and strange religions, whereby every one (as
St. Paul saith), walked his own way, trusted {y their works,
some to pacify and please a god, some a goddess, some gods,
some g desses: that is to say, without the help of Christ; and
by their own works to redeem themselves from all calamities
and from their sins, as all the examples and monuments of all
nations do sufficiently witness.

But these are nothing in comparison of that pe(:Kle and
congregation of God, l]lgsn-amel; ich not only had the sure
promise of the fathers, and afterward the law of God given
unto them from God himself by his angels, above all other;
but always and in all thinﬁs were also certified by the words,
by the miracles, and by the examples of the prophets. Not-
withstanding, even among them also, Satan, (tﬂat 18 to say, the
mad and outrageous opinion of their own righteousness,} did so
prevail, that afterwards they killed all the prophets, yea, even
Christ himself, the Son of God, their promised Messiah; for
that they had taught that men are accepted and received unto
the favour of God, by grace only, and not by their own
righteousness. And this is the sum of the doctrine of the
devil, and of the world, from the beginning: We will not seem
to do evil; but yet, whatsoever we do, that must God allow,
and all his prophets must consent to it; which if they refuse
to do, they shall die the death. Abel shall die, but Cain shall
flourish. Let this be our law, (say they,) and even sa it cometh

to

Ea::"m the church of the Gentiles, the matter is and hath
been so vehemently handled, that the fury of the Jewish syna-
gogue may well seem to have been but a sport. For they (as
St. Paul saith) ¢ did not know Christ their anointed, and there-
fore they crucified the Lord of glory.” But the church of the
Gentiles hath received and confessed Christ to be the Son of
God, “being made our righteousness;” and this doth she pub-
licly record, read, and teach. And yet, notwithstanding this
confession, they that would be accounted the chureh do kill
and persecute, and continuall n:Fe against those which believe
and teach, and in their de eclare nothing else, but that
Christ is the self-same thing that they themselves (though with
feigned words and hypocritical deeds) are constrained, in spite
of their teeth, to alﬂ): and confess. For under the name of
Christ, at this day, they reign. And if they could, without the
name of Christ, hold that seat and kingdom, no doubt but they
would express him to be such a one openly, as in their hearts
they esteem him secretly. But they esteem him a great deal
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* less than the Jews do, which, at the least, think him to be
Thola, that is to say,a thief worthily hanged on the cross. But
these men account l:.m as a fable, and take him as “a feigned
od among the Gentiles;” as it may plainly agpear at Rome, in
the Pope’s court, and almost throughout all Italy.

Because, therefore, Christ is made, as it were, a mock against
his Christians, (for Christians they will be called,) and because
Cain doth kill Abel continually, and the abomination of Satan
now chiefly reig:eth, it is very necessary that we should dili-

ently handle this article, and set it against Satan, whether we
ge rude or eloqueut, learned or unlearned; for this rock must
be published abroad, yea, though every man should hold his
et even of the very rocks and stones themselves.
wherez)re I do most willingly herein accomplish my duty,
and am contented to suffer this long commentary and full of
words, to be set forth for the stirring up of all the brethren in
Christ, against the sleights and malice of Satan; which in these
days is turned into sueclﬁ extreme madness against this ¢ health-
fuly knowledge of Christ, now revealed raised u in ;”
that, as hitherto men have seemed to be possessed with tfemd
stark mad, even so now the devils themselves do seem to be
sessed of far worse devils, and to rage even above thefury ofdevils;
which, indeed, is a great ent that the enemy of truth and
life doth perceive the da o% judgment to be at hand, which is
the horrible day of his Jestruction, but the most comfortable
day of our redemption; and shall be the end of all his tyranny
and cruelty. For, not without cause is he disquieted, when
his members and powers are so assailed; even as a thief or an
adulterer, when the morning appeareth and discloseth his
wickedness, is taken tardy and apprehended for the same. For
who ever heard (to pass over the abominations of the Pope) so
many monsters to burst out at once into the world, as we see
at this day in the Anabaptists alone? In whom Satan, breathing
out, as it were, the last blast of his kingdom, through horrible
uproars, setteth them every where in such a rage, as though he
would by them suddenly, not only destroy the whole world
with seditions, but also by innumerable sects swallow up and
devour Christ wholly with his church.

Against the wicked lives and opinions of others he doth not
so rage: to wit, against whoremongers, thieves, murderers,
perjured persons, rebels against God, unbelievers. No, to
these rather he giveth and quietness; these he maintain-
eth in his court, with all manner of pleasures and delights, and

iveth to them all things at will; even like as sometime in the
inning of the church, he did not only suffer all the idolatries
false religions of the whole world to be quiet and un-
touched, but also mightily maintained, defended, and nourished
the same. But the church and religion of Christ alone he vexed
.on every side. After this permitting peace and quietness to
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many heretics, he troubled only the catholic doctrine. Even
80 li{ewise at this day he hath no other business in hand but
this only, (as his own, aud always proper unto himself,) to per-
secute and vex our Saviour Christ, which is our perfect
righteousness, “ without any of our works:” as it is written of
him, (Gen. iii. 15.) ¢ Thou shalt bruise his heel.”

But I do not set forth these my meditations so much against
these men, as “for my hrethren,” which will either shew them-
selves thankful in tKe Lord for this my travail, or else will -
pardon this my weakness and temerity. But of the wicked I
would not in any wise they should be liked or allowed; but -
rather that thereby both they and their god might be the more
vexed, seeing with my great travail they are set forth onmly
for such as St. Paul writeth this Epistle wto; that is to say,
‘“the troubled, afflicted, vexed, tempted, (for they only under-
stand these things,) and miserable Galatians in the faith.”
‘Whoso are not such, let them hear the Papists, monks, Anab
tists, and such other masters of profound wisdom and of their
own religion, and let them stoutly contemn our doctrine and
our doings. For at this day the Papists and Anabaptists con-

ire together against the church in this one point, {though
they dissemble in words, ) that the work of God dependeth upon
the’ worthiness of the person. For thus do the Anabaptists
teach, that baptism is nothing excert the person do believe.
Out of this rinciple must needs follow, that all the works of
God be nothing, if the man be nothini. - But baptism is the
work of God, and yet an evil man maketh it not to be the work
of God. Moreover, hereof it must follow, that matrimony,
authority, liberty, and bondage, are the works of God: but
because men are evil, therefore they are not the works of God.
‘Wicked men have the sun, the moon, the earth, the water, the
air, and all other creatures which are subject unto maw; but be-
cause they be wicked and not godly, therefore the sun is not
the sun, the moon, the earth, the water, are not that which they
are. The Anabaptists themselves had bodies and souls before
they were re-baptized; but because they were not godly,
therefore they had not true hodies and true souls. Also their
garents were not lawfully married (as they grant themselves)

ecause they were not re-baptized ; therefore the Anabaptists
themselves are all bastards, and their parents were all adul-
terers and whoremongers, and yet do they inherit their pa-
rents’ lands and goods, although they grant themselves to be
bastards, and unlawful heirs. ¢ Who seeth not here, in the
Anabaptists, men not possessed with devils, but even devils
themselves possessed with worse devils 7

The Papists in like manner, until this day, do stand upon
works and the worthiness of man, contrary to grace, and so
(in words at least) do strongly assist their brethren, the
Anabaptists. For these foxes are tied together by the tails,
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altrsugh by their heads they seem to be contrary. For out-
wardly they pretend to be their great enemies, whereus in-
wardly, notwithstanding, they think, teach, and defend, indeed,
all one thing afunst our Saviour Christ, who is our only
righteousness, Let him, therefore, that can, hold fast this one
article, and let us suffer the rest, which have made shipwreek
thereof, to be carried whither the sea and winds shall drive
them, until either they return to the ship, or swim to the shore.

The conclusion and end of this complaint is, to hope for no
quietness or end of complaint, so long as Christ and %elial do
not agree. “ One generation and another cometh,”
(Eccles. i. 4.) If one heresy die, by and by another springeth
up; for the devil doth neither slumber nor sleep. lif’myaelf,
which (although I be nothing) have been now in the ministry
of Christ about twenty {ears, can truly witness that I have

bee enty sects, of the which some
are me (as the parts and members
of w asunder) do yet pant for life.
But on, stirreth up daily new sects,
and * I should never have foreseen
or ¢ :d up a sect of such as teach
that wught to be taken out of the
chui ; beftill'lriﬁed withfthe law, but
ren of the e of Christ, that
%he lgm' ht bgr?'lcllﬁlled, ¢“Let no
wan ' Hosea iv. 4. ¢ They shall
not i. 8. As though we were ig-
nor: t that afflicted and broken spi-
rits st ; but the hard-hearted Pha-
rise( God is preached in vain, must
be t they themselves also are forced
to d elations of God’s wrath against
the though the law were or could
be a g of God’s wrath against im-

iet | presumption of these frantic
1eaq judgment do condemn them-
selv i the ministers of God’s word
to 1 will be accounted faithful and
wise, _ . ey, —— the word of St. Paul is not

spoken in vain, or prophesied of a matter of no importance:
to wit, ¢ There must be also heresies among you, that they
which are approved may be made manifest,” 1 Cor. xi. 19. Yea,
I say, let the minister of Christ know, that so long as he
teacheth Christ purely, there shall not be wanting perverse
spirits, yea, even of our own, and among ourselves, which
sﬁall seek, by all means possible, to trouble the church of Christ.
And herewithal let him comfort himself, that there is ““no peace
between Christ and Belial, or between the seed of the serpent

v

and the seed of the woman,” 2 Cor. vi. 15. Gen. iil. 15. Yea,
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let him rejoice in the troubles which he suffereth by these sects
and seditious spirits, continually springing up one after another.
For this is our rejoicing,“even the testimony of our conscience,”
2 Cor. i. 12, that we be found standing and fighting in the be-
half of the seed of the woman against the seed of the serpent.
Let him bite us by the heel, and spare not. We again will not
cease to crush his head, by the and help of Christ, the
principal bruiser thereof, who is blessed for ever.

After M. LuTHER had once publicly expounded this Epistle, he
took in hand to interpret the same again, in such sort as in
this Treatise hereafter doth ensue ; the cause whereof he doth
declare in these few words following :—

I uave taken in hand, in the name of the Lord, yet once
again to expound this Epistle of St. Paul to the (r{hmm 3
not because I do desire to teach new things, or such as ye
have not heard before, especially since that, by the grace of
Christ, Paul is now thoroughly known unto you; but for that
(as I have often forewarned you) this we have to fear as the
greatest and nearest danger, lest Satan take from us this doc-
trine of faith, and bring into the church again the doctrine
of works and men’s traditions. Wherefore it is very neces-
sary that this doctrine be kept in continual practice and public
exercise, both of reading and hearing. And althom;Eh it be
never so well known, never so ‘;“‘:'T‘FY learned, yet the devil,
who continually rangeth about, seeking to devour us, is not
dead. Likewise our flesh and old man is yet alive. Besides
this, all kinds of temptations do vex and oppress us on evi?
side ; wherefore, this doctrine can never taught, urged,
and repeated enough. If this doctrine be lost, then is also the
doctrine of truth, life, and salvation, lost and gone. If this
doctrine flourish, then all good things flourish ; religion, the
true service of God, the glory of God, the right knowledge
of all things which are necessary for a Christian man to know.
Because, therefore, we would be occupied and not idle, we will
there begin now where we made an end, according to the say-
ing of the son of Sirach: “ When a man hath done what he

can, he must begin again.”




THE ARGUMENT

oy THE

EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE GALATIANS.

First of all it behoveth that we speak of the argument of
this Epistle; that is to say, what matter St. Paul here chiefly
treateth of. The argument, therefore, is this:—

St. Paul goeth about to establish the doctrine of faith, y
forgiveness of sins, or Christian righteousness, to the end that
we may have a perfect knowledge and difference between
Christian righteousness and all other kinds of righteousness.
For there be divers sorts of righteousness. There is a poli-
tical or civil righteousness, which emperors, princes of the
world, philosophers and lawyers deal withal. There is also
a ceremonial righteomness, which the traditions of men do
teach. This righteousness parents and schoolmasters may
teach without r, because they do not attribute unto it
any power to satisty for sin, to pléase God, or to deserve grace;
but they teach such ceremonies as are only necessary for the
correction of manners, and certain observations concerning this
life. Besides these, there is another righteousness, called the

ighteousness of the law, or of the ten commandments, which
fa.ighw teacheth. This do we also teach, after the doctrine of

There is yet another righteotisness which is above all these;
to wit, ¢ TKe righteousness of faith, or Christian rigliteous~
ness,” the which we must diligently discern from the other
afore-rehearsed ; for thel{oare quite contrary to this righteous-
ness, both because they flow out of the laws of emperors, the
traditions of the Pope, and the commandments of God; and
also because they consist in our works, and may be wrought of
us either by our ‘gure natural s (a8 the Eapiau term it,)
or else by the gift of God. For kinds of righteousness
are also of the gift of God, like as other good things are which
we do enjoy.

. Bat this most excellent righteousness, of faith, I mean, (which
God through Christ, without works, imputeth unto us,) is nei-
ther politica! nor ceremonial, nor the righteousness of God's
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law, nor consisteth in works, but is clean contrary: that is to
say, a mere passive righteousness, as the athers above are active.
For in this we work nothing, we render nothing unto God, but
only we receive and suffer another to work in us, that is to
say, God. Therefore it seemeth good unto me to call this
righteousness of faith, or Christian righteousness, the passive
righteousness.

This is a righteousness hidden in am , which the world
doth not know, yea, Christians themselves do not thoroughly
understand it, and can hardly take hold of it in their tempta-
tions. Therefore it must be diligently taught and continually
practised. And whoso doth not understand or apprehend this
righteousness, in afflictions and terrors of conscience, must
needs be overthrown. For there is no comfort of conscience
8o firm and so sure, as this passive righteousness is.

But man’s weakness and misery is so great, that in the ter-
rors of conscience and danger of death, we behold nothing else
but our works, our worthiness, and the law; which when it
sheweth unto us our sin, by and by our evil life past cometh
to remembrance. Then the poor simner with great anguish of
:;pirit groaneth, and thus thinketh with himself: ¢ Alas! how

esperately have I lived ! would to God 1 might live longer:
then would I amend my life.” Thus man’s reason cannot re-
strain itself from the sight and beholding of this active or
working righteousness, that is to say, her own righteousness;
nor lift up her eyes to the beholding of the passive or Chris-
tian righteousness, but resteth altogether in the active righteous-
ness; so deeply is this evil rooted in us.

On the other side, Satan, abusing the infirmity of our nature,
doth increase and aggravate these cogitations in us. Then
can it not be but that the poor conscience must be more griev-
ously troubled, terrified, and confounded. For it is impossible
that the mind of man itself should conceive any comfort, or
look up unto grace only in the feeling and horror of sin, or
constantly reject all disputing and reasoning about works. For
this is far above man’s strength and capacity, yea, and above
the law of God also. True it is, that of-all things in the
world, the law is most excellent; yet is it not able to quiet a
troubled conscience, but increasetK terrors, and driveth it 10
desperation. ¢ That sin by the commandment might become
exceeding sinful,” Rom. vii. 13.

Wherefore the afflicted and troubled conscience hath no re-
medy against desperation and eternal death, unless it take hold
of the forgiveness of sins by grace, freely offered in Christ
Jesus, that 1s to say, this ¢ passive faith, or Christian righteous-
ness:” which, if it can apprehend, then ma{ it be at quiet, and
boldly say - I seek mot this active or working righteousness;
although T know that I ought to have it,.and also to fuliil it.
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But be it so that I had it, and did fulfil it indeed, yet notwith-
standing I cannot trust unto it, neither dare I set it against the
judgment of God. Thus I abandon myself from all active
righteousness, both of mine own and of God’s law, and em-
brace only that passive righteousness, which is the righteous-
ness of grace, mercy, and forgiveness of sins. Briefly, I rest
only upon that ric{:teousness, which is the righteousness of
Christ and of the Holy Ghost.

Like as the earth engendereth not rain, nor is able by her
own strength, labour, and travail to procure the same, but re-
ceiveth it of the mere gift of God from above, so this heavenly
righteousness is given us.of God, without our works or deserv-
ings. Look, then, how much the earth of itself is able to do in
getting and procuring to itself seasonable showers of rain to
make 1t fruitful; even so much, and no more, are we able to do
by our strength and works in winning this heavenly and eter-
nal righteouaness; and therefore shall never be able to attain
unto 1t, unless God himself, by mere imputation, and by his
unspeakable gift, do bestow it upon us. e greatest know-
ledge, then, and the greatest wisdom of Christians is, not to

_kmow the law, to be ignorant of works, and of the whole
active righteousness, especially when the conscience wrestleth
with the judgment of God. ]!ike as on the contrary, amongst
those which are not of the number of God’s people, t{e reatest
point of wisdom is, to know and earnestly to urge the law and
the active righteousness.

But it is a thing very strange and unknown to the world; to
teach Christians to learn to be ignorant of the law, and so to
live before God, es if there were no law: notwithstanding,
except thou be ignorant of the law, and be assuredly persuaded
in thine heart that there is now no law nor wrath of God, but
altogether e and mercy for Christ’s sake, thou canst not be
saved; for by the law cometh the knowledge of sin. Contra-
riwise, works and the keeping of the law must be so straitly
required in the world, as if there were no promise or grace;
and that because of the stubborn, proud, and hard-hearted,
before whose eyes nothing must be set but the law, that the
ma({ be terrified and humbled. For the law is given to terrify
and kill such, and to exercise the old man, and both the word of
grace and of wrath must be rightly divided, according to the
apostle, 2 Tim. ii. '

Here is then required a wise and faithful disposer of the
word of God, which can so moderate the law, that it may be
k:st within his bounds. He that teacheth that men are justi-
fied before God by the observation of the law, passeth the
bounds of the law, and confoundeth these two kinds of
righteousness, active and passive, and is but an ill logician, for
he doth not rightly divide. Contrariwise, he that settethi forth
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the law and works to the old man, and the promise and for-
giveness of sins and God’s mercy to the new man, divideth the
word well. For the flesh, or the old man, must be coupled with
the law and works; the s{l::t’ or new man, must be joined with
the promise of God and his mercy. Wherefore, when I see a
man that is bruised enough already, oppressed with the law,
terrified with sin, and thirsting for comfort, it is time that I
should remove out of his sight the law and active riEhteomness,
and that I should set before him, by the gospel, the Christian
and passive righteousness, which, excluding Moses with his
law, offereth the promise made in Christ, who came for the
afflicted and for sinners. Here is man raised up again, and
conceiveth the good hope, neither is he any longer under the
law, but under grace. How not under the la\:g According
to the new man, to whom the law doth not rtain. For
the law hath his bounds unto Christ, as Paul saith afterwards:
“For Christ is the end of the law,” (Rom. x. 4.) who being
come, Moses ceaseth with his law, circumcision, the sacrifices,
the sabbaths, yea, and all the prophets.

This is our divinity, whereby we teach how to put a dif-
ference between these two kinds of riil:teousness, active and
passive, to the end that manners and faith, works and grace,

licy and religion, should not be confounded, or taken the one
or the other. Both are necessary; but both must be kept
within their bounds; Christian n;{teousuess appertaineth to
the new man, and the righteousness of the law appertaiceth to
the old man, which is born of flesh and blood. Upon this old
man, as upon an ass, there must be laid a burden that may press
him down, and he must not enjoy the freedom of the spirit of
%raoe, except he first put upon him the new man, by fgith in

hrist, (which notwithstanding is not fully done in. this life,)
then may he enjoy the kingdom and inestimable gift of grace.

This Y say, to the end :ﬁat no man should think we reject or
forbid good works, as the Papists do most falsely slancl‘er us,
neither understanding what they themselves say, or what we
teach. They know nothing but the righteousness of the law,
and yet they will judge ofntiat doctrine which is far above the
law, of which it is impossible that the carnal man should be
able to judge. Therefore they must needs be offended, for
they can see no higher than the law. Whatsoever, then, is
above the law, is to them a great offence. But we imagine, aa
it were, two worlds, the one%:.eavenly and the other earthly. In
these we place these two kinds of righteousness, beinglse rate
the one far from the other. The righteousness of the law ia
earthly, and hath to do with earthly things, and by it we do

ood works. But as the earth bringeth not forth fruit except
first it be watered and made fruitful from above; even so by
the righteousness of the law, in doing many things we do
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nothing, ‘and in fulfilling of the law we fulfil it not, except first,
without any merit or work of ours, we be made righteous by
the Christian righteousness, which nothing appertaineth to the
righteousness l;fthe law, or to the earthly and active righteous-
ness. But this righteousness is heavenly, which (as is said)
we have not of ourselves, but receive it from heaven; which
we work. not, but which by grace is wrought in us, and ap-
prehended by faith; whereby we mount up above all laws and
works. Wherefore, like as we bave borne (as St. Paul saith)
the image of the earthly Adam, 8o let us bear the image of the
heavenly, whieh is the new man in a new world, where is no
law, no sin, no remorse or sting of conscience, no death, but
perfect joy, righteousness, grace, peace, salvation and glory.

Why, Zo we then nothing? do we work nothing for the ob-
taining of this righteousness? I answer, Nothing at all. For
this is perfect righteousness, “to do nothing, to hear nothing,
to know nothing of the law, or of works,” but to know and
believe this only, that Christ is gone to the Father, and is not
now seen; that he sitteth in heaven at the right hand of his
Father, not as a judge, but made unto us, of God, wisdom,
righteousness, holness, and redemption; briefly, that he is our
high priest intreating for us, and reigning over us aud in us by
E:ace. In this heavenly righteousness sin can have no place,

r there is no law; and where no law is, there can no
transgression, Rom. iv. 15.
. -Seeing, then, that sin hath here no place, there can be no

ish of conscience, no fear, no heaviness. Therefore St.

John saith, (1 John v. 18.) ¢ He that is horn of God cannot
sin.” Bat if there be any fear or grief of conscience, it isa
token that this righteousness is withdrawn, that grace is hidden,
and that Christ is darkened and out of sight. But where Christ
is traly seen indeed, there must needs be full and perfect joy in
the Lord, with peace of conscience, which most certainly thus
thinketh: ¢« Althbl:ﬁb I am a sinner by the law, and under
condemnation of the law, yet I despair not, yet I die not, be-
caunse Christ liveth, who 18 both my righteousness and my
everlasting life.” In that righteousness and life I have no sin,
no fear, no sting of conscience, no care of death. I am indeed
a siuner, as touching this present life and the righteousness
thereof, as the child of Adam; where the law accuseth me,
death reigneth over me, and at length would devour me. But
I have another righteousnese and life above this life, which is
Christ the Sou of God, who knoweth no sin nor death, but is
righteousness and life eternal: by whom this my body, being
dead and brought iuto dust, shall be raised up again, and de-
livered from the bondage of the iaw and sin, and shall be sanc-
tified together with the spirit.

So both these continue whilst we here live. The flesh is

: 9
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accused, exercised with temptations, oppressed with heaviness
and sorrow, bruised by his active righteousness of the law; but
the spirit reigneth, rejoiceth, and is saved bz this passive and
.Christian righteousness, because it knoweth that it hath a
Lord in heaven, at the right hand of his FATHER, who hath
abolished the law, sin, death, and hath trodden under his feet
all evils, led them captive, and triumphed over them in himself,
Col. ii. 15.

St. Paul therefore, in this epistle, goeth about diligently to
instruct us, to comfort us, to hold us in the perfect knowlﬂ:ﬁe
of this most Christian and excellent righteousness. For if the
article of justification be once lost, then is all true Christian
doctrine lost. And as many as are in the world that hold not
this doctrine, are either Jews, Turks, Papists, or heretics. For
between the ¢righteousness of the law,” and ¢ Christian
righteousness,” there is no mean. He then that strayeth from
this ¢ Christian righteousness,” must needs fall into the
« righteousness of the law;” that is to say, * when he hath lost
Christ, he must fall into the confidence of his own works.”

Therefore do we so earnestly set forth, and so often re-

eat this doctrine of ¢ faith,” or ¢ Christian righteousness,” that

y this means it may be kept in continual exercise, and may
be plainly discerned from the ¢active righteousness of the
law.” erwise we shall never be able to hold the true di-
vinity (for by this only doctrine the church is built, and in this
it consisteth:) but by and by we shall either become canonists,
observers of ceremonies, *observers of the law, or Papists,
and Christ so darkened, that none in the church shall be either
rightly taught or comforted.” Wherefore, if we will be
teachers and leaders of others, it behoveth us to have great
care of these matters, and to mark well this distinction be-
tween the righteousness of the law and the righteousness of
Christ. And this distinction is easy to be uttered in words; but
in use and experience it is very hard, although it be never so dili-
gently exercised and practised ; for that in the hour of death, or
1n other agonies of the conscience, these two sorts of righteous-
ness do encounter more near together than thou wouldst wish
or desire. ‘ Wherefore I do admonish you, especially such
as shall become instructors and guiders of consciences, and also
cvery one apart, that ye exercise yourselves continually by
study, by reading, by meditation of the word, and by prayer,
that in the time of temptation ye may be able to instruct and
comfort both your own consciences and others, and to bring
them from the law to grace, from active and working righteous-
ness, to the passive and received righteousness;” and, to con-
clude, “from Moses to CHrisT.” For the devil is wont in
affliction, and in the conflict of conscience, by the law to make
us afraid, and to lay against us the guilt of sin, our wicked
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life past, the wrath and judgment of God, hell, and eternal
deatl!\),“that by this means he may drive ys to desperation, make
us bond-slaves to himself, and pluck us from Christ. Further-
more, he is wont to set against us those places of the gospel,
wherein Christ himself requireth works of us, and witi ram
words threateneth damnation to those who do them not. lSow,
if here we be not able to judge between these two kinds of
righteousness; if we take not hold of Christ by faith, sitting at
the right hand of God, (Heb. vii. 25.) who maketh intercession
unto"&xe Father for us wretched sinners, then are we under
the law and not under grace, and Christ is no more a Saviour,
but a lawgiver; so that now there remaineth no more salvation,
but a certain desperation and everlasting death, except repen-
tance follow.

Let us then diligently learn to judge between these two
kinds of righteousness, that we may know how far we ought to
obey thenﬁw. Now, we have said before, that the law in a
Christian ought not to pass his bounds, but ought to have do-
minion only over the flesh, which is in subjection unto it, and
remaineth under the same. When it is thus, the law is kept
within his bounds. But if it shall presume to creep into thy
conscience, and there seek to reign, see thou play the cunning
logician, and make the true division. Give no more to the
law than is convenient, but say thou: ¢ O law, thou wouldst
climb up into the kingdom of my conscience, and there reign
and reprove it of sin, and wouldst take from me the joy of
my heart, which I bave by faith in Christ, and drive me to
desperation, that I might be without all hope, and utterly
rish.” This thou dost besides thine office ; keep thyself within
thy bounds, and exercise thy power upon the flesh, but touch
not my conscience; for I am baptized, and by the gospel am
called to the partaking of righteousness and of everlasting life,
to the kingdom of Christ, wherein my conscience is at rest,
where no law is, but altogether forgiveness of sins, peace,
T:ietness, joy, health, and everlasting life. Trouble me not in
these matters, for I will not suffer thee, so intolerable a tyrant
and cruel tormentor, to reign in my conscience, for it 1s the
seat and temple of Christ, the Son of God, (1 Cor. vi. 19.)
who is the king of righteousness and peace, and my most
sweet saviour and mediator: he shall keep my conscieace joy-
ful and quiet in the sound and pure doctrine of the gospel, and
in the knowledge of this Christian and heavenly righteousness.

When I have this righteousness reigning in my heart, I de-
scend from heaven as l&ne rain maketh fruitful the earth: that
is to say, I come forth into another kingdom, and I do “good
works,” how and whensoever oecasion is offered. If I be a
minister of the word, I preach, I comfort the broken-hearted,
I administer the sacraments. If I be a householder, I govern
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my house and my family, I bring up my chidren in the know-
e and fear of God.” If I be a magistrate, the charge that
is given me from above, 1 diligently execute. If I be a ser-
vant, I do my master’s busiuess tui . To eonclude, what-
soever he be that is asmredlz' persuaded that Christ is his
righteousness, doth not only cheerfully and gladly work well
m his vocation, but also submitteth himsel.fg' through love to
the magistrates, and to their laws, J’”’ though they be severe,
sharp, and cruel, and (if necessity do so require) to all manner
of burdens, and to all dangers of this present life, because he
knoweth that this is the will of God, and that this obedience
leaseth him. Thus far as concerning the argument of this
‘pistle, whereof Paul intreateth, taking occasion of false
teachers who had darkened this righteousness of faith among’
the Galatians, against whom he setteth himself in defend:ng
and commending his authority and office.
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SAINT PAUL’'S EPISTLE

TO

THE GALATIANS.

CHAP. 1L

Paul, an aportle (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ,

Verse 1.
and God the Father, who raised him from the dead.)

Now that we have declared the argument and sum of this epis-
tle to the Galatians, we think it good, betore we come to the
matter itself, to shew what was the occasion St. Paul wrote this '
epistle. He had planted among the Galatians the pure doc-
trine of the gospel, and the righteousness of faith; but by and
by, after his departure, there crept in certain false teachers,
which overthrew all that he had planted and truly taught among
them. For the devil cannot but furiously impugn this doctrine
with all force and subtlety, neither can ﬂe rest so long as he
seeth any spark thereof remaining. 'We also, for this only cause,
that we preach the gospel, do suffer of the world, the devil, and
his ministers, all the mischief that they can work against us,
both on the right hand and on the left.

For the gospel is such a doctrine as teacheth a far higher
matter than 1s the wisdom, rigbteousness, and religion of the
world, that is to say, free remission of sins through Christ, &e.
It leaveth those things in their degree, to be as they are, and
commendeth them as the good creatures of God. But the world
preferreth these creatures%)efore the Creator, and moreover, by
them would put away sin, be delivered from death, and deserve
everlasting liga. This doth the gospel condemn. Contrariwise, the
world cannot suffer those things to be condemned which it most
esteemeth, and best liketh of; and therefore it chargeth the gos-
pel that it is a seditious doctrine, and full of errors; that it over-
throweth commonwealths, countries, dominions, kingdoms, and
empires, and therefore offendeth both against God and the Em-
peror; abolisheth laws, corrupteth good manners, and setteth all

men at liberty to do what they list.  Wherefore, with just zeal,
B
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and high service to God, (as it would seem) it persecuteth this
doctrine, and abhorreth the teachers and professors thereof, as
the greatest plague that can be in the whoqe earth,

oreover, by the preaching of this doctrine, the devil is over-
thrown, his kingdom destroyed, the law, sin, and death, (where-
with, as most mighty and invincible tyrants, he hath brought all
mankind in subjection under his dominion) are wrested out of
his hands: briefly, his prisoners are translated out of the king-
dom of darkness, into the kingdom of Light and Liberty.
Should the devil suffer all this? ¢ Should not the father of
lies employ all his force and subtile policies, to darken, to cor~
rupt, and utterly to root out this doctrine of salvation and ever-
lasting life? Indeed, St. Paul complaineth in this, and all other
his epistles, that even in his time the devil shewed himself a
cunning workman in this business.”

We thought good to shew here by the way, that the gospel
is such a doctrine as condemneth all manner of righteousness,
and preacheth the only righteousness of Christ, and to them
that embrace the same, it bringeth peace of conscience and all
good things ; and yet, notwithstanding, the world hateth and
persecul:l::gns it most bitterly.

I have said before, that the occasion why St. Paul wrote this
epistle, was for that by and by after his departure, false teachers
had destroyed those things among the Galatians, which he with
long and great travel had built. = And thesc fulse apostles being
ofn'ie circumcision and sect of the Pharisees, were men of great
estimation and authority, who bragged among the people that
they were of that holy and chosen stock of the Jews, (John viii.
Rom. iv. 4, 5, 6.) that they were Israelites, of the seed of Abra~
ham, that they had the promises and the fathers; and finally,
that they were the ministers of Christ, and the apostles’ scholars,
with whom they had been conversant, and had seen their miracles,
and perhaps hnz also wrought some signs or miracles themselves ;
for ghriat witnesseth (Matth. vii. 22.) that the wicked also do
work miracles. Moreover, these false apostles, by all the crafty
means they could devise, defaced the authority of St. Paul, say~
ing: ¢ Vv)ily do ye so highly estcem of Paul? Why have ye
him in so great reverence? lorsooth, he was but the last of all
that were converted unto Christ. But we are the disciples of
the apostles, and were familiarly conversant with them. We
have seen Christ working miracles, and heard him preach. Paul
came after us, and is inferior unto us: and it is not possible that
God should suffer us to err who are of his holy people, the mi-
nisters of Christ, and have received the Holy Ghost. Again, we
are many, and Paul is but one, and alone, who neither is con-
versant with the apostles, nor hath seen Christ. Yea, he perse-
cuted the church of Christ a great while. Would God (think ye)
for Paul’s sak: only, suffer so many churches to be deceived?”
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. 'When men having such authority come into any country or
city, by and by the people have them in great admiration, and
under this colour ogegodliness and religion, they do not only
deceive the simple, but also the learned; yea, and those also
which seem to {:e somewhat coufirmed in the faith, especially
when they brag (as these did) that they are the offspring of the

atriarchs, the ministers of Christ, the apostles’ scholars, &e.
Elven so the Pope at this day, when he hath no authority of
the Scripture to gefend himself withal, useth this one ar ent
continuaqu gainst us, “the church, the church.” inkest
thou that Goncfis so offended, that, for a few heretics of Luther’s
sect, he will cast off his whole church? Thinkest thou that he
would leave his church in error so many hundred years? And
this he mightily maintaineth, ¢ that the church can never be
overthrown.” Now, like as many are moved with this ariument
at this day, so, in Paul’s time, these false apostles, through great
braggini, and setting forth of their own ;l)]raises, blinded the
eyes of the Galatians, so that Paul lost his authority among them,
and his doctrine was brought in suspicion.

inst this vain bragging and boasting of the false apostles,

Paul with great constancy and boldness setteth his aFostolic au
thority, highly commending his vocation, and defending his
ministry. And (although elsewhere he never doth the like) he
will not give place to any, no, not to the apostles themselves,
much less to any of their scholars. And to abate their pharisai-
cal pride and shameless boldness, he maketh mention of the his-
tory done at Antiochia, wherehe withstood Peter himself. Besides
this, not regarding the offence that might arise thereof, he saith
g)]ainly in the text, that he was bold to accuse and reprove

eter himself, the chief of the apostles, who had seen ist,
, and had been most familiarly conversant with him. I am an

apostle (saith he) and such a one as pass not what others are :
yea, I was not afraid to chide the very pillar of all the rest of
the apostles. And to conclude, in the first two chapters, he
doth, in a manner, nothing else but set out his vocation, his
office, and his gospel, affirming, that it was not of men, and that
he had not received it by man, but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ. Also, that if he, yea, or an angel from Heaven, should
bring any other gospel than that which he hath preached, he
should be holden accursed.

The certainty of calling.

But what meaneth Paul by this hoasting? I answer: This
common place serveth to this end, that every minister of God’s
word should he sure of his calling, that before God and man
he may with a bold conscience glory therein, that he preaches
the gospel as one that is called and sent: even as the ambas-
sador of a king glorieth and vaunteth in this, that he cometh
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not as a private person, but as the kinﬁ:s ambassador; and be-
cause of this dignity, that he is the king’s ambassador, he is
honoured and set in the highest place; which honour should not
be given unto him if he came as a private person. Wherefore,
let the preacher of the gospel be certain that his calling is from
God. And it is expe%ient, that, aceording to the example of
Paul, he should magnify this his calling, to the end that he may
win credit and authority among the people, like as the king’s
ambassador magnifieth his oflice and c;Sling. And thus to glory
is not vain, but a kind of necessary kind of glorying, because he
glorieth not in himself, but in the king.which hath sent him,
whose authority he desireth to be honoured and magnified.

Likewise, when Paul so highly commendeth his calling, he
secketh not his own praise, but with a necessary and a holy

ride he magnifieth his ministry; as to the Romans xi. he saith:
lI)"ormnnuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I will mag-
nify mine office: that is to say, I will that men reccive me, not
as Paul of Tarsus, but as Paul the apostle or ambassador of
Jesus Christ. And this he doth of necessity, to maintain his
authority, that the people, in hearing this, might be more attent
and willng to give ear unto him. For they hear not only Paul,
but in Paul, Christ hinself, and God the Father, sending him
out in his message: Whose authority and majesty, like as men
ought religiously to honour, so ought they with great reverence
to receive and to hear his messengers bringing his word and
message. )

This is a notable place, therefore, wherein Paul so glorieth
and boasteth as touching his vocation, that he despiseth all others.
If any man, after the manner of the world, should deﬁpisc all
others in respect of himself, and attribute all unto himself alone,
he should not only shew himself a very fool, but also grievously
oftend. But this manner of Doasting is necessary, and pertain-
eth not to the glory of Paul, but to the glory of God, whereby
is offered unto him the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving.
Yor by this boasting, the name, the grace, and the mercy of
God, is made known unto the world. Thus, therefore, he be-
ginneth his epistle.

VEerse 1. Paul, an apostle, not of men, &c.

Here, in the very beginning, he toucheth those false teachers
which boasted themselves to be the disciples of the apostles, and
to be sent of them, but despised Paul, as one that was neither
the apostles’ scholar, nor sent of any to preach the gospel, but
cane in some other way, and of his own hand thrust himself into
that office. Against those Paul defendeth his calling, saying,
My calling seemeth hase to your preachers: but whosoever they
be which are come unto you, are sent cither of men, or by man*
that is to say, they have entered aither of themselves, being not
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called, or else called by others. But my calling is not of men,
nor by man, but it is above all manner of calling that can be
made by the apostles, “for it is by Jesus Christ, and tyy God
the Father,” &ec.

‘Where he saith of men, I mean such as call and thrust in
themselves, when neither God nor man calleth or sendeth them,
but they run and speak themselves; as at this day certain fan-
tastical spirits do, which either lurk in corners, and seek places
where they may pour out their poison, and come into the public
congregations, or else they resort thither, where the gospel is
planted already. These I call such as are sent of men. But
wherehe saith, by man, Iunderstand such as have a divine calling,
but yet by man as by means. God calleth them two manner of
ways: by means, and without means. He calleth them to the
ministry of his word at this day, not immediately by himself, but
by other means; that is to say, by man. But the apostles were
called immediately of Christ himself, “as the prophets in the
old time were called of God himself.” Therefore, when Paul
saith, ¢ not of menl; tlxleither;l}) men,;; lllle beﬁtet:nh down the false
apostles; as tho e would say, altho ose vipers b
nmr 80 much,ugrhat can they lz’rag m(‘)lrge than thatp they::%
either come from men, that is to say, of themselves without any
calling, or by man, that is to say, sent of others? I pass not upon
any of these things, neither ought you to regard them. As for
me, I am called and sent neither ofy men, nor by man, but with-
out means, that is to wit, by Jesus Christ himself, and my calling
is like in all points the calling of the apostles, and I am inde
an apostle. Paul, therefore, handleth this place, of the calling
of the apostles, effectually. And elsewhere, he se eth the de-
gree of apostleship from others, as in the first to the Corinthians,
chap. xii. and in the fourth to the Ephesians, where he saith,
% And God hath ordained some in the church; as, first, apostles;
secondly, prophets; thirdly, teachers,” &c. setting apostles in the
first place: so that they be roper}y called apostles, ¢ which
arc sent immediately of God himself,” without any other ordi-
nary means.

So Matthias was called only of God, (Acts i. 28—25,) for
when the other apostles had appointed two, they durst not choose
the one nor the other, but they cast lots, and prayed that God
would shew which of them he would have. For, seeing he
should be an apostle, it behoved that he should be called of
God. So was Paul called to be the apostle of the Gentiles,
(Acts ix. 15.) Hereof the apostles also are called saints; for
they are sure of their calling and doctrine, and have continued
fait in their office, and none of them became a cast-away
saving Judas, because their calling is holy, (Matt. xxvi. 15.)

This is the first assault that Paul maketh against the false
apostles, which ran when no man sent them. Calling, tLerefore,
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is not to be despised; for it is not enough for a man to have the
word and pure doctrine, but also he must be assured of his call-
ing; and he that entereth without this assurance, entereth to no
other end but to kill-and destroy. For God never prospereth
the labour of those that are not called. ¢ And although they
teach some good and profitable matters, yet they edify not. So,
our fantastical spirits at this day, have the words of faith in
their mouths, but yet they yield no fruit, but their chief end and

urpose i8 to draw men to their false and perverse opinions.”
E‘hey that have a certain and holy calling,—must sustain many
and great conflicts, as they must do whose doctrine is pure and
sound, that they may constantly abide in their la calling,
aﬁainst the infinite and continual assaults of the devil, and rage
of the world. ¢ Here, what should he do whose calling is un-
certain, and doctrine corrupt?”

This is therefore our comfort which are in the ministry of the
word, “that we have an office which is heavenly and holy,” to
the which we being lawfully called, do triumph against all the
T,ms of hell. On the other side, it is -a horrible thing when
the conscience saith, ¢ This thou hast done without any lawful
calling.” Here such terror ¢shaketh a man’s mind which is
not called, that he would wish he had never heard the word
which he teacheth:” for, by his disobedience, he maketh all his
works evil, were they never so good, insomuch, ¢ that even his
greatest works and labours become his greatest sins.”

We see then how good and necessary this boasting and glori-
fying of our ministry is. In times past, when I was but a young
(livine, methought Paul did unwisely in glorying so oft of s
mllinE,inhiseisﬂes;butIdidnotunerstan his p 3
for I knew not that the ministry of God’s word was so weighty a
matter. I knew nothing of the doctrine of faith and a true con-
science indeed, “for that there was then no certainty taught
either in the schools or churches, but all was full of the sophistical
subtleties of the schoolmen;” and therefore no man was able to
understand the dignity and power of this holy and spiritual
boasting of the true and lawful calling, which serveth first to the
glory of God, and secondly to the advancing of our office, and
moreover, “to the salvation of ourselves and of the people,
For, by this our boasting, we seek not estimation in the world,
or praise among men, or money, or pleasures, or favour, of the
world; but forasmuch as we be in a divine calling, and in the
work of God, and the people have great need to be assured of
our calling, that they may know our words to be the word of
God, therefore we proucﬂy vaunt and boast of it.” It is not
then a vain, but a most holy pride against the devil and the
world, and humility before God.
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VEnrsk 1, And by God the Father, which hath raised him from the dead,

Paul is so inflamed here with zeal, that he cannot tarry till he
come to the matter itself, but forthwith, in the very title, he
bursteth out and uttereth what he hath in his heart. His intent
in this epistle is, to treat of the righteousness that cometh by
fuith, amg to defend the same: again, to beat down the law, and
the righteousness that cometh by works. Of such cogitations he
is full, and out of this wonderful and exceeding great abundance
of the excellent wisdom and knowledge of Christ in his heart,
his mouth speaketh. 'This flame, this great burning fire of his
heart, cannot be hid, nor suffer him to hold his tongue; and
therefore, he thonght it not enough to say, *“that he was an
apostle sent by Jesus Christ,” but also added, “by God the

“ather, which hath raised him up from the dead.”

But it seemeth here, that the adding of these words, ¢ And
by God the Father,” &c. is not necessary. DBut because (as I
said) Paul speuketh out of the abundance of his heart, his mind
burneth with desire to set forth, even in the very entry of his
epistle, the unsearchable riches of Clrist, and to preach the
righteousness of God, “ which is called the resurrection of the
dead.” Christ who liveth, and is risen again, speaketh out of
him, and moveth him thus to speunk; therefore, not without
cause, he addeth, “that he is also an apostle, by God the I'a~
ther, who hath raised up Jesus Christ from the dead.” As if
he should say, I have to deal with Satan, and with those vipers,
the instruments of Satan, which go about to spoil me of the
righteousness of Christ, who was raised up by God the Iather
from the dead; by the which alone we are made righteous, by
the which we also shall be raised up at the last day from
death to everlasting life. ¢ But they that in such sort go about
to overthrow the righteousness of Christ, do resist the Father
and the Son, and the work of them both,”

Thus Paul, even at the first entrance, bursteth out into the
whole matter whereof he intreateth in this epistle. For (as
said) he ¢ treateth of the resurrection of Christ,” who rose agai
to make us righteous, and in so doing, he hath overcome the EW.
sin, death, Ee%], and all evils, (Rom. iv. 24, 25.) Christ’s vic-
tory, then, is the overcoming of the law, of sin, our flesh, the
world, the devil, death, hell, and all evils: And this his victory
he hath given unto us. ¢ Although, then, that these tyrants,
and these enemies of ours, do accuse us, and make us afraid, yet
can they not drive us to despair, nor condemn us;” for Christ,
whom God the Father hath raised up from the dead, *is our
righteousness and victory, (1 Cor, xv. 57.) therefore, thanks be .

_to God, who hath given us the victory by our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Amen.
But mark how fitly, and to the purpose, P:ul here speaketh.
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He saith not, by God which hath made Heaven and earth, which
is Lord of angels, which commanded Abhraham to go out of his
own country, which sent Moses to Pharaoh the king, which
brought Israel out of Egypt, (as the fulse apostles did, who
boasted of the God of their fathers, the Creator, Muaintainer,
and Preserver of all things, working wonders among his people:)
but Paul had another nti?ng in his heart, namely, ¢ the righte-
ousness of Christ,” and therefore he spcaketh words that make
much for this his purpose, saying: I am an anstle, neither of
men, nor by men, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Itather,
who hath raised him u)p from the dead.” Ye see, then, with
what fervency of spirit Paul is led in this matter, which he goeth
about to establish and maintain aguinst the whole kinidom of
hell, the power and wisdom of the world, and against the devil
and his apostles.

VYerse 2. And all the brethren with me.

This maketh much for the stopping of the mouths of these
false apostles; for all his arguments tend to the advancing and
magnitying of his ministry, and contrariwise, to the discrediting
of theirs; as if he shou\{l thus say: ¢ Although it be enough,
that I, through a divine calling, am sent as an apostle by Jesus
Christ, and God the Father, w%nich hath raised him up from the
dead; yet, lest I should be alone, I add over and besides (which
is more than needeth) all the brethren, which are not apostles,
but fellow soldiers: they write this epistle as well as I, and bear
witness with me that my doctrine is true and godly.” Where-
fore, we he sure that Christ is present with us, and that he teach-
eth and speaketh in the midst of us, and in our church. As for
the false apostles, if they be any thing, they be but sent either
of men, or by men; but I am sent of God the Father, and of
Jesus Christ, who is our life and resurrection, (John xi. 25.)
My other brethren are sent from God, howbeit by man, that is,
to wit, by me. Therefore, lest they might say that I only set
myself proudly against them, I have my brethren with me, all of
one mind, as faithful witnesses, which think, write, and teach
the self-same thing that I do.

VYerse 2. Unto the churches of Galatia,

Paul had preached the gospel throughout all Galatia, and al-
beit he had not wholly converted it unto Christ, yet he had many
churches in it, into tl‘m'e which the false apostles, Satan’s minis-
ters, had crept.  So likewise at this day, the fantastical anabap-
tists come not to those places where the adversaries of the gospel
bear rule; but where Christians and good men are which love
the gospel.  With such they wind in themselves even in the do-
minions of tyrants and persecutors of the gospel: where they,
creeping into houses undgr crafty pretence, pour out their poison
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to the subversion of many. But why go they not rather in the
cities, countries, and dominions of the papists, and there profess
and maintain their doctrine in the presence of wicked princes,
bishops and doctors in the universities, as we by God’s help and
assistance have done? These tender martyrs will adventure no
peril, but they resort thither where the gospel hath a harbour
already, where they may live without danger in great peace and
quietness. So the false apostles would not endanger themselves
to come to Jerusalem to Caiaphas, or to Rome to the emperor,
or to other places where no man had preached afore, as Paul
and the other apostles did: but they came into Galatia, which
was won unto Christ already by the labour and travel of Paul,
and into Asia, Corinth, and such other places, where good
men were, and professed the name of Christ, persecuting no
man, but suffering all things quietly. There might the enemies
of Christ’s cross live in great security, and without any perse-
cution.

And here we may learn that it is the lot of all godly teachers,
that besides the cution which they suffer of the wicked and
unthankful world, and the great travail which they sustain in
planting of churches, they are compelled to suffer that thing,
whicl:‘ghey of long time before had purely taught, to be quickly
overthrown of fantastical spirits, who afterwards reign and rule
over them. This grieveth godly ministers, more than any per-
secution of tyrants. Thereg)re, let him not be a minister OF the
gospel, which is not content to be thus despised, or is loth to

ear this reproach; or if he be, let him give over his charge to
another. We also at this day do find the same thing to be true by
experience. We are miserably contemned and vexed outwardly
by tyrants, inwardly by those whom we have restored to liberty
by the gospel, and also by false brethren. ¢ But this is our
comfort and glory, that, being called of God, we have a promise
of everlasting life, and look for that reward which eye hath not
seen, nor ear hath heard, nor hath entered into the heart of man.”
(1 Cor.ii. 9.) < TFor when the great shepherd, Christ, shall ap-
pear, we shall receive an incorruptible crown of lo?'; who here
also in this world will not suffer us to perish for hunger.”
(1 Pet. v. 4.)

Jerom moveth here a great question, * why Paul called those
churches which were no churches. It is (saith he) because Paul
writeth to the Galatians that were perverted and turned back
from Christ, and from grace, unto Moses, and the law ?” Here-
unto I answer, that Paul calleth them the churches of Galatia,
by putting a for the whole, which is a common thing in the
scriptures. For writing in like manner to the Corinthians, ¢“he
rejoiceth on their belmlm?, that the grace of God was given them
in Christ, namely, that they were made rich through him in all
utterance and knowledge.” And yet many of them were misled

-
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SZad false apostles, and believed not the resurrection of the

Albeit then, that the Galatians were fallen away from the
doctrine of Paul, yet did baptism, the word, and the name of
Christ, remain among them. There were also some good men
that were not revolted, which had a right opinion of the word and

" sacraments, and used them well. oreover, these things could
not be defiled through them that were revolted. For baptism,
the gospel, and other things, are not therefore made unholy, be-
cause many are polluted and unholy, and have an evil opinion of
them: but they abide holy and the same that they were, whether
they he among the godly or the ungodly: by whom they can
neither be polluted, nor made holy. By our good or evil con-
versation, by our good or evil life and manners, they be polluted
or made holy in the sight of the heathen, but not afore God.
‘Wherefore, wheresoever the substance of the word and sacraments
remaineth, there is the holy church, although Antichrist there
reign, who (as the scripture witnesseth) sitteth not in a stable of
fiends, or in a swine-sty, or in a oomimny of infidels, but in the

ighest and holiest place of all, namely, in the temple of God.
erefore, althoug sEmtual tyrants reign, yet there must be
a temple of God, and the same must be preserved under them.
Therefore I answer briefly to this question, that the church is
universal throughout the whole world, wheresoever the gospel of
God and the sacraments he. The Jews, the Turks, and other
vain spirits, are not the church, because they fight against these
things and deny them. Hitherto as touching the title or inscrip-
tli)o:]‘ of this epistle. Now followeth the salutation or greeting of
a)

Vemse 8. Grace be with you, and peace from God the Father, and from our
Lord Jesus Clrist.

I hope ye are not ignorant what grace and peace meaneth,
seemggﬂent these terms are common in Paul, and now not ob-
scure or unknown. But forasmuch as we take in hand to ex-
pound this epistle, (which we do, not because it is needful, or for
any hardness that is in it, but that our consciences may be con-
firmed against heresies yet to come) let it not be tedious unto
you, if we repeat those thgsaga.m, that elsewhere, and at other
times, we teach, preach, sing, and set out by writing. For if we
negleet the article of justification, we lose it altogether. There-
fore most necessary 1t is, chiefly, and above all things, that we
teach and repeat this article continually :- like as Moses saith of
his law. For it cannot be beaten into our ears enough, or too
much. Yes, though we learn it and understand it well, yet
is there none that taketh hold of it perfectly, or believeth it with
his heart. So frail a thing is our sud disobedient to the
spirit.

. [
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The greeting of the apostle is strange unto the world, and
was never heard of before the preaching of the gospel. And
these two words, grace and peace, comprehend in them what-
soever belongeth to Christianity. Grace releaseth sin, and
peace maketh the conscience quiet. The two fiends that tor-
ment us, are sin and conscience. But Christ hath vanquished
these two monsters, and trodden them under foot, both in this
world, and the world to come. This the world doth not know,
and therefore it can teach no certainty of the overcoming of sin,
conscience, and death. Only Christians have this kind of doc-
trine, and are exercised and armed with it, to get victory against
sin, despair, and everlasting death. And it 1s a kind of doc-
trine, neither proceeding of free-will, nor invented by the reason
or wisdom of man, but given from above. Moreover, these two
words, grace and peace, do contain in them the whole sum of
Christianity. Grace containeth the remission of sins, peace,
a quiet and joyful conscience. But peace of conscience can
never be had, unless sin be first forgiven. But sin is not for-
given for the fulfilling of the law: for no man is able to sati
the law. DBut the law doth rather shew sin, accuse and i
the conscience, declare the wrath of God, and drive to despera-
tion. Much less is sin taken away by the works and inventions
of men, as wicked worshippings, strange religions, vows, and
Kilgrimages. Finally, there is no work that can take away sin:

ut sin is rather increased by works. For the justiciaries and
merit-mongers, the more they labour and sweat to bring them-
selves out of sin, the deeper they are plunged therein. For there
is no means to take away sin, but grace alone. Therefore Paul,
in all the greetings of his epistle, setteth grace and peace against
sin and an evil conscience. This thing must be diligently mark-
ed. The words are easy. But, in temptation, it is the hard-
est thing that can be, to be certainly persuaded in our hearts,
that by grace alome, all other means, either in heaven or in
e(“;;tdh’ set apart, we have remission of sins, and peace with

The world understandeth not this doctrine ; and therefore it
neither will nor can abide it, but condemneth it as heretical and
wicked. It braggeth of free-will, of the light of reason, of the
soundness, of the powers and qualities of nature, and of good
works, as means whereby it could discern and attain grace and
E’lmce; that is to say, forgiveness of sins and a quiet conscience.

ut it is impossible that the conscience should be quiet and joy-
ful, unless it have peate through grace; that is to say, thro
the forgiveness of sins promised in Christ. Many have car
laboured, by finding out diverse and sundry religious orders nni
exercises for this purpose, to attain peace and quietness of con-
science: but by so doing, they have plunged themselves in more
and greater miseries; for all such devices are but meansto increase
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doubtfulness and despair. Therefore there shall be no rest to,
my bones or to thine, unless we hear the word of grace, and cleave
unto it steadfastly and faithfully. Then shall our conscience un-

donbtedly find and (reace.

. The apostle goth fitly distinguish this grace and peace from
all other kinds of grace and peace whatsoever. He wisheth to
the Galatians grace and peace, not from the emperor or kings
and princes: for these do commonly persecute the godly, and
rise up against the Lord, and Christ his anointed, (Psalm ii. 2.)
nor from the world, (“for in the world,” saith Christ, “ye
shall have trouble :”) but from God our Father, &e. which is as
much as to say, he wished unto them a heavenly peace. So
Christ saith: ¢ My peace I leave unto you: my peace I give
unto you; not as the world giveth it, do I give it unto you.”
The peace of the world granteth nothing but the peace of our
goods and bodies. So the grace or favour of the world giveth
us leave to enjoy our goods, and casteth us not out of our pos-
sessions. But in affliction, and in the hour of death, the grace
and favour of the world cannot help us, they cannot deliver us
from affliction, despair, and death. But when the grace and

ace of God are in the heart, then is man strong, so that he can
neither be cast down with adversity, nor puffed up with prospe-
rity, but walketh on plainly, and keepeth the highway. For he
taketh heart and courage in the victory of Christ’s de th; and
the confidence thereof beginneth to reign in his conscience over
sin and death; because, through him, he hath assured forgive-
ness of his sins: which after he has once obtained, his conscience
is at rest, and by the word of grace is comforted. So then a
man, being comforted and heartened by the grace of God, (that
is, by forgiveness of sin, and by this peace of conscience) is able
valiantly to hear and overcome all troubles, yea even death it-
self. is peace of God is not given to the world, because the
world never longeth after it, nor understandeth it, but to them
that believe. And this cometh to pass by no other means than
by the only grace of God. .

A rule to be observed, that men ought to abstain from the curious
searching of God’s majesty.

But why doth the apostle add morcover in this salutation,
¢ And from our Lor«f Jesus Christ ?°  Was it not enough to
say, “ And from God our Father?”” Why then doth he couple
Jesus Christ with the Father? Ye have oftentimes heard of us,
how it is a rule and principle in the scriptures, diligently to be
marked, that we must abstain from the curious scarching of
God’s majesty, which is intolerable to man’s body, and much
more to his mind. ¢ No man” (saith the Lord) ¢“shall see me
and live,” (Exod. xxxiii. 20.) The Pope, the Turks, the Jews,
and all such as trust in their own merits, regard not this rule,
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and therefore removing the mediator Christ ont of their sight,
they speak only of God, imd before him only they pray, and do
all that they do.

As for example, the monk imagineth thus: ¢ These works
which I do, please God, God will regard these my vows, and
for them will save me.” The Turk saith, “If I keep the things
that are commanded in the Alcoran, God will accept me, and
give me everlasting life.” The Jew thinketh thus: “If I keep
those things which the law commandeth, I shall find God merci-
ful unto me, aud so shall I be saved.” So also a sort of fond
heads at this day, bragging of the spirit of revelations, of visions,
and such other monstrous matters, I wot not what, do walk in
wonders above their reaches. These new monks have invented
a new cross and new works, and they dream that by doing them
they please God. To be brief, as many as know not the article
of justification take away Christ the mercy seat, and will needs
comprehend God in his majesty by the juggment of reason, and
pacity him with their own works.

But true christian divinity, (as I give you often warning) set-
teth not God forth unto us in his majesty, as Moses and other
doctrines do. It commandeth us not to search out the nature of
Goil: but to know his will set out to us in Christ, whom he
would have to take our flesh upon him, to be born and to die
for our sins, and that this should be preached among all nations.
¢ For after that, in the wisdom of &od, the world by wisdom
kuew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
savethem that believe,” (1Cor.i.21.) Wherefore, when thy con-
sciencestandethin conﬁict,wrestlingagainst thelaw,sin, and death,
in the presence of God, there is nothing more dangerous than to
wander with curious speculations in heaven, and there to search
out God in his incomprehensible power, wisdom, and majesty,
how he created the world, and how he governeth it. If thou
seek thus to comprehend God, and wouldst pacify him without
Christ the mediator, making thy works a means between himn
and thyself, it cannot be but that thou must fall as Lucifer did,
and in horrible despair lose God and all together. For as Gal
is in his own nature unmeasurable, incomprehensible, and infi-
nite, so is he to man’s nature intolerable.

Wherefore, if thou wouldst be in safety, and out of peril of
conscience and salvation, bridle this climbing and presumptuous
spirit, and so seek God as Paul teacheth thee, (1 Cor. i.) ¢« We,
saith he, preach Clrist crucified, a stumbling block unto the
Jews, and foolishness unto the Grecians; but unto them whick
are called, hoth of the Jews and Greciaus, we preach Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God.” Therefore begin thou
there where Christ began, namely, in the womb of the virgin, in
the manger, and at his mother’s breasts, &c. For to this
end he came down, was “orn, was conversant among men,
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suffered, was crucified, and died, that by all means he might
set forth himself plainly before our eyes, and fasten the
eyes of our hearts upon himself, that he thereby might keep us
from climbing up into heaven, and from the curious searching of
the divine majesty.

Whensoever thou hast to do therefore in the matter of justi-
fication, and disputest with thyself how God is to be found that
justifieth and accepteth sinners; where, and in what sort he is to
'Le sought; then know thou that there is no other God besidesthis
man, Christ Jesus. Embrace him, and cleave to him with thy
whole heart, setting aside all curious s tions of the divine
majesty: ¢ For he that is g searcher of God’s majesty, shall be
overwhelmed of his lglot'y,” (Prov. xvii. 15. xxv. 27.) 1know
by experience what I say. But these vain spirits which so deal
with God, that they exclude the mediator, do not believe me.
Christ himself saith, “I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh to the Father but by me.” (John xiv. 6.) There-
gore besiges this way Christ,bthol\: shalt find ng ;vay to the lI;‘;ther,

ut wandering: no verity, but isy and lying : no life, but
eternal deatl?.g Wherefo)l"e marlzptﬁg W};ll in tyl::g matter of jus-
tification, that when any of us all shall have to wrestle with
the law, sin, and death, and all other evils, we must look upon
no other God, but only this God, incarnate and clothed with
man’s nature.

But out of the matter of justification, when thou must dis-
pute with Jews, Turks, Papists, Heretics, &c. concerning the
power, wisdom, and majes;y of God, then employ all thy wit
and industry to that end, and be as profound and as subtle a dis-
puter as thou canst: for then thou art in another vein. But in the
case of conscience, of righteousnessand life (which I wish here di-
ligently to be marked) against the law, sin, death, and the devil,
orinthe matter of satisfaction, of remission of sins, of reconciliation,
and of everlasting life, thou must withdraw tl}y mind wholly from
all cogitations and searching of the majesti:];)'n God, and look only
upon this man Jesus Christ, who setteth himself forth unto us to
be a mediator, and saith, “ Come unto me, all ye that labour, and
are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.” (Matt. xi. 28.) Thus
doing, thou shalt perceive the love, goodness, and sweetness of
God: thou shalt see his wisdom, power, and majesty sweetened
and tempered to thy capacity: yea, and thou shalt ﬁndy it, this mir-
ror and pleasant contemplation, all things according to that say-
ing of Paul to the Colossians: “In Christ are hid ﬂlgthe treasures
of wisdom and knowledge.” And in ch. ii. “For in him dwelleth
the fulness of the godhead bodily.” (Col ii. 3.and9.) Theworld
is ignorant of this, and therefore it searcheth out the will of God,
setting aside the promise in Christ, to his great destruction.
¢ For no man knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to whom
the Son will reveal him.” (Matt. xi. 27. John x. 15.)
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And this is the cause why Paul is wont so often to couple Jesus
Christ with God the Father, even to teach us what true Chris-
tian religion is, which beginneth not at the highest, as other
religions do, but at the lowest. It will have us to climb up b
Jacob’s ladder, whereupon God himselfleaneth, whose feet toucﬁ
the very earth, hard by the head of Jacob. (Gen. xxviii. 12.)
‘Wherefore, whensoever thou art occupied in the matter of thy
salvation, setting aside all curious speculations of God’s wun-
searchable majesty, all co(ﬁimtions of ivorks, of traditions, of phi-
losophy, yea, and of God’s law too, run straight to the manger,
and embrace this infant, and the Virgin’s little babe in thine
arms, and behold him as he was born, sucking, growing up, con-
versant among men, teaching, dying, rising again, ascending up
above all the heavens, and havix powe:ltﬁjove all thin By
this means shalt thou be able to :ﬁmke off all terrors and errors,
like as the sun driveth away the clouds. And this sight and
contemplation will keep thee in the right way, that thou mayest
follow whither Christ is gone. Therefore, Paul, in wishing

ace and peace not only from God the Father, but also from
§rm Christ, teacheth, first, that we should abstain from the
curious searching of the divine majesty (for God no man
knoweth), and to hear Christ, who 1s in the hosom of the
Father, and uttereth to us his will, who also is appointed of the
Father to be our teacher, to the end that we should all hear him.
(John viii. 18.)

Christ is God by Nature.

The other thing that Paul teacheth here, is a confirmation of’
our faith, ¢ that %hrist is very God.” And such like sentences
as this is, concerning the godhead of Christ, are to be gathered
together and marked diligently, not only against the Arians, and
other heretics, which either ¥mve been, or shall be hereafter,
but also for the confirmation of our faith: for Satan will not fail
to impugn in us all the articles of our faith ere we die. Heisa
most deadly enemy to faith, because he knoweth that it is the
victory which overcometh the world, (1 John, v. 4) Where-
fore, it standeth us in hand to labour that our faith may be
certain, and may increase and be strengthened by diligent and
continual exercise of the word, and fervent prayer, that we may
be able to withstand Satan.

Now, that Christ is the very God, it is manifestly declared, in
that Paul attributeth the same things equally unto him which he
doth unto the Father, namely, divine power, as the giving of
grace, the forgiveness of sins, peace of conscience, life, victory
over sin, dea:lgl-,l the devil, and hell. This were by no means
lawful for him to do, nay, it were sacrilege this to do, except he
were very God, according to this sa 'ng, “I will not give my
glory unto another,” (Isa. xlii. 8.) Again: No man giveth that
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to others which he himself hath not. But seeing Christ giveth

, peace, and the Holy Ghost, delivereth from the power of
tile devil, from sin, and death, it is certain that he hath an infinite
all:d divine power, equal in all points to the power of the Fa-
ther.

Neither doth Christ give grace and peace, as the apostle gave,
and brought the same E;to Iglrt:l by prgtchi of the ggspel:gabut
he giveth it as the author and Creator. e Father createth
and giveth life, grace, peace, and all other good things. The
self-same things also the Son createth and giveth. Now, to give
grace, peace, everlasting life, to forgive sins, to make righteous,
to quicken, to deliver from death and the devil, are not the works
of any creature, but of the Divine Majesty alone. The angels
can neither create nor give these things; therefore these works
pertain only to the glory of the sovereign Majes;ti;3 the Maker
of all things: and seeing Paul doth attribute the self-same power
of creating, and giving all these things, unto Christ :Rually with
the Father, it must needs follow that Christ is verily and na-
turally God. .

Many such arguments are in John, where it is proved and
concluded by the works which are attributed to the Son as well
as to the Kather, that the divinity of the Father, and of the
Son, isall one. Therefore, the gifts which we receive of the Fa-
ther, and which we receive of the Son, are all one. For else
Paul would have spoken otherwisc after thismanner: Grace from
God the Father, and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ; but,
in knitting them both together, he attributeth them egually, as
well to the Son as to the Father. I do therefore so diligently
admonish you of this thing, because it is dangerous; lest, among
so many errors, and in so great variety and confusion of sects,
there might step up some Arians, Eunomians, Macedonians, and
such other heretics, that might do harm to the churches with
their subtilty.

Indeed, the Arians were sharpand subtle fellows. Theygrant-
ed that Christ hath two natures, and that he is called ¢ very God
of very God,” howbeit, in name only, Christ (said they) is a most
noble and perfect creature, above the angels, whereby God after-
ward created Heaven and earth, and all other things. So Ma-
homet also speaketh honourably of Christ. But all this is nothing
else but goodly imaginations, and words pleasant and plausible to
man’s reason, whereby the fantastical spirits do deceive men, ex-
cept they take good heed. But Paul speaketh otherwise of Christ.
« t'e (saith he) are rooted and established in this belief, namely,
that Christ is not only a perfect creature, but very God, who doth
the self-same things that God the Father doth.” He hath the
divine works not of a creature, but of the Creator, because he
giveth grace and peace: and to give them, is to condemn sh!, to
venquish death, and to tread the devil under foot. These things




VER. 4.] EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, 17

no ] can give. But seeing they are attributed unto Christ,
it ma:fteneedsg;':)]low, that hel;g“ vely',y God by nature.”

Verse 4. Which gave himself for our sins,

Paul in a manner, in every word, handleth the ment of
this epistle. He hath nothing in his mouth but Christ; and
ther:E)re in every word there 1s a fervency of spirit and life. And
mark how well and to the purpose he speak, He saith not,
which hath received our works at our hands, nor which hath re-
ceived the sacrifice of Moses’s law,‘worslﬁp%nﬁrel' ions, masses,
vows, and pilgrimages; but hath given— t? Not glzlg,s:or
silver, nor beasts, nor paschal lambs, nor an angel, but himself'!
For what? Not for a crown, not for a kingdom, not for our
holiness and righteousness, but “for our sins.” These words
are very thunder-claps from Heaven against all kinds of right-
eousness. Like as is also this sentence of John: ¢ Behold the
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the world.” There-
fore, we must with diligent attention mark every word of Paul,
and not slenderly consider them, or lightly pass themn over; for
they are full of consolation, and confirm fearful consciences ex-
ceedingly. '
Burﬁmw may we obtain remission of our sins? Paul answereth,
¢that the man which is called Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
hath given himself for them.” These are excellent and comfort-
able words, and are promises of the old law, that our sins are
taken away bynone other means than by the Son of God delivered
unto death. With such gun-shot and such artillery must the
papacy be destroyed, and all the religions of the heathen, all
works, all merits and superstitious ceremonies. For if our sins
may be taken away by our own works, merits, and satisfaction,
what needed the Son of God to be ti’:‘ven for them? But seeing he
was given for them, it followeth that we cannot put them away -
by our own works.

Again, by this sentence it is declared, that our sins are so
great, 80 inznite and invineible, that it is impossible for the whole
world to satisfy for one of them. And surely the greatness of
the ransom (namely, Christ the Son of God, who gave himself
for our sins) declareth sufficiently, that we can neither satisfy for
sin, nor have dominion over it. The force and power of sin is
set forth and amplified exceedingly by these words: ¢« Which
gave himself for our sins.” Therefore here is to be marked the
infinite greatness of the price bestowed for it, and then it will
appear evidently that the power of it is so great, that by no means
it could be put away, but that the Son of God must be given for
it. He that considereth these things well, understandeth that this
one word sin comprehendeth God’s everlasting wrath and the
whole kingdam ofp Satan, and that it is a thing more horrible than
can be expressed; which ought to move us and make us afraid

c
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indeed. But we are careless, yea, we make light of sin, and a
matter of nothing: which although it bring with it the sting and
remorse of conscience, yet notwithstanding we think it not to be
of such weight and force, but that, by some little work or merit,
‘we may put it away.

This sentence therefore witnesseth, ¢ that all men are servants
and bond-slaves to sin, and (as Paul saith in another place) are
sold under sin,” (Rom. vii. 14.) And again, ¢ that sin is a most
cruel and mighty tyrant over all men;” which cannot be van-
quished by the power of any creatures, whether they be angels or
men, but by the sovereign and infinite power of Jesus Christ, who
hath given himself for lti?a same.

- Furthermore, this sentence setteth out to the consciences of all
men which are terrified with the greatness of their sins, a singular
corafort. For, albeit sin be never so invincible a tyrant, yet, not-
withstanding, forasmuch as Christ hath overcome it through his
death, it cannot hurt them that believe in him. Moreover, if we
arm ourselves with this belief, and cleave with all oyr hearts unto
this man Christ Jesus, then is there a light opened, and a sound
judgment given unto us, so as we may most certainly and freely
Judge of all kinds of life. For when we hear that sin is such an
invincible tyrant, thus incontinent by a necessary consequence
we infer; then what do the Papists, Monks, Nuns, Priests, Ma-
hometists, Anabaptists, and all such as trust in their works, which
will abolish and overcome sin by their own traditions, works pre-
parative, satisfactions, &ec. ere forthwith we judge all those
sects to be wicked and pernicious, whereby the glory of God and
of Christ is not only defaced, but also utterly taken away, and
mnl'3 own Mmﬁdée and established.d ¢ Panl, l

- But weigh diligently every word of Paul, and specially mark
well this plg)noun, our,?'for tHa effect altogether cosnzistetgin the
well applying of the pronoumns, which we find very often in the
scriptures; wherein also there is ever some vehemency and
power. Thou wilt easily say and believe that Christ the Son
of God was given for the sins of Peter, of Paul, and of other
saints, whom we account to have been worthy of this grace ;
but it is a very hard thing, that thou, which judgest thyself un-
worthy of this graee, shouldst from thy heart say and believe,
that Christ was given for thine invincible, infinite, and horrible
sins. Therefore, generally, and without the pronoun, it is an
easy matter to maguify and amplify the benefit of Christ,namely,
that Christ was given for sins, but for other men’s sins,
which are worthy. But when it, cometh to the putting to of this
pronoun our, there our weak nature and reason starteth back,
and dare not come nigh unto God, nor promise to herself, that
80 great a treasure shall be freely given unto her, and therefore
ehe will not have to do with God, except first she be pure and
without sin; wherefore, although she read or hear this sentence:
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“ which gave himself for our sins,” or such like, yet doth she
not apply this pronoun (our) unto herself, but unto others which
are worthy and holy; and as for herself, she will tarry till she
be made worthy by her own works.

This then is nothing else, but that man’s reason fain would
that sin were of no greater force and power than she herself
dreameth it to be. Hereof it cometh, that the hypocrites, being
ignorant of Christ, although they feel the remorse of sin, do think,
notwithstandiui,sthat they shall be able easily to put it away by
their good works and merits, and secretly, in their hearts, they
wish that these words, ¢ which gave himself for our sins,”
were but as words spoken in humility, aud would have their sins
not to be true and very sins indeed, but light and small matters.
To be short, man’s reason would fain bring and present unto
God a feigned and counterfeit sinner, whi:ﬁ is nothing afraid,
nor hath any feeling of sin. It would bring him that is whole,
and not him that hath need of a physician; and when it feeleth
no sin, then would it believe that Christ was given for our

«sins.

The whole world is thus affected, and especially they that
would be counted more holy and righteous than others, as
monks, and all justiciaries, These confess with their mouths
that they are sinners, and they confess also that they commit
sins daily, howbeit not so great and many, but that they are able
to put them away by their own works: yea, and besides all this,
they will bring their righteousness and deserts to Christ’s judg-
ment-seat, and demand the recompence of eternal life for them
at the judge’s hand. In the mean while, notwithstanding, (as
they pretend great humility) because they will not vaunt them-
selves to be utterly void of sin, they feign certain sins, that, for
the forgiveness thereof, they may with great devotion pray with
the puﬁiam, “God be merciful unto me a sinner!” (Luke
xviii. 18.) Unto them, these words of St. Paul, “for our
sins,” seem to be but light and trifling ; therefore, they neither
understand them, nor in temptation, when they feel sin indeed,
can they take any comfort of them, but are compelled flatly to
despair.

is is then the chiet knowledge and true wisdom of Chris~
tians, to count these words of Paul, ¢ that Christ was delivered
to death, not for our righteousness or holiness, but for our sins,”
(which are very sins indeed, ‘great, many, ves, infinite and in-
vincible) to be “ most true, effect; andy of great importance.”
Therefore, think them not to be small, and such as may be done
away by thine own works; neither yet despair thou for the
eatness of them, if thou feel thyself oppressed therewith, either
n life or death; but learn here of PauY, to believe -that Christ
was given, not for feigned or counterfeit sins, nor yet for small
gins, but for great and huge sins; not for one or two, but for
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all ; not for vanq]uiahed sins, (for no man, no, nor I, » able
to overcome the least sin that is) but for invincible sins. And
except thou be found in the number of those that say * our
sins,” that is, which have this doctrine of faith, and teach, hear,
learn, love, and believe the same, there is no salvation for thee.

Labour therefore dil.i'iently, that not only out of the time of
temptation, but also in the time and conflict of death, when thy
conscience is thoroughly afraid with the remembrance of thy
sins past, and the devil assaileth thee with great violence, going
about to overwhelm thee with heaps, ﬂoog, and whole seas of
sing, to terrify thee, to draw thee from Christ, and to drive thee
to despair, that then I say, thou mayest be able to say with sure
confidence, Christ, the son of God, was given, not for the righ-
teous and holy, but for the unrighteous and sinners. If I were
righteous, and had no sin, I should have no need of Christ to be
my reconciler. Why then, O thou peevish holy Satan, wilt thou
make me to be holy, and to seek righteousness in myself, when,
i very deed, I have nothing in me bat sins, and most grievous

-6ins? Not feigned or trifling sins, but such as are against the,
first table: to wit, great infidelity, doubting, despair, contempt
of God, hatred, ignorance, and blaspheming of &od, unt| -
fulness, abusing of God’s name, neglecting, loathing, and des-
pising the word of God, and such hke. moreover, these

sins against the second table: as not to yield honour to
my parents, not to obey the magistrates, to covet another man’s
go his wife, and such like; albeit that these be light faults
m respect of those former sins. And admit that I have not
committed murder, whoredom, theft, and such other sins
against the second table, in fact, yet I have committed them in
heart, and therefore I am a transgressor of all God’s command-
ments; and the multitude of my sins is so great, that they can-
not be numbered : ¢ for I have sinned above the number of the
sands of the sea.”

Besides this, Satan is such a cunning juggler, that he can
make of my righteousness and good works, great sin. For so
much, then, as my sins are so weighty, so infinite, so horrible,
and invincible, and that my righteousness doth nothing further
me, but rather hinder me before God; therefore ¢ Christ, the
Son of God, was given to death for them, to put them away, and
80 save all men witich believe.” Herein therefore consisteth the
effect of eternal salvation, namely, in taking these words to be ef-
fectual, true, and of great importance. I say not this for nou%ht,
for I have oftentimes proved by experience, and I n‘z nd
what a hard matter it is to believe (espeeially in the conflict of
conscience) “that Christ was given,” not for the holy, righteous,
worthy, and such as were his friends, “but for wicked sinners,
for the unworthy, and for his enemies, which have deserved
God’s wrath and everlasting death.”
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Let us therefore arm ourselves with these, and such like sen-
tences of the holy scripture, that we may be able to answer the
devil (accusing us, and saying, “thou art a sinner, and therefore
thou art damned,”) in this sort: Because thou sayest, I am a
sinner, therefore I will be righteous and saved; Nay, (saith the
devil) ¢thou shalt be damned.” No, (say I) for I fly unto
Christ, “who hath given himself for my sins;” therefore, Satan,
“thou shalt not prevail against me,” in that thou goest about
to terrify me, in setting forth the greatness of my sins, and so
to bring me into heaviness, distrust, despair, hatred, contempt,
and blaspheming of God. Yea, rather, in that thou sayest, I
am a sinner, thou givest me armour and weapons against thy-
self, that with thine own sword I may cut thy throat, and tread
thee under my feet; for Christ died for sinners. Moreover,
thou thyself preachest unto me the glory of God; for thou
puttest me in mind of God’s fatherly love towards me, wretched
and damned sinner; “Who so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him shall not
pensh,egut have everlasting life,” (John iii. 16.) And as often
as thou objectest that I am a sinner, so often thou callest me to
remembrance of the benefit of Christ my Redeemer, upon whose
shoulders, and not upon mine, lie all my sins; for the Lord
hath “laid all our iniquity upon him,” (Isaiah liii. 6.) Again,
¢ For the transgressions of his people was he smitten,” (chap.
lili. 8.) Wherefore, when thou sayest I am a sinner, thou dost
not terrify me, but comfortest me above measure.

Whoso knoweth this one point of cunning well, shall easily
avoid all the engines and snares of the devil, who, by putti
man in mind o;"%:is sins, driveth him to despair, and'destroyetzﬁ
him, unless he withstand him with this cunning, and with this
heavenly wisdom, whereby only sin, death, a‘:si the devil, are
overcome. But the man that putteth not away the remembrance
of his sin, but keelﬁth it stilr and tormenteth himself with his:
own cogitations, thinketh either to help himself by his own
strength or Bolicy, or to tarry the time till his conscience may-
be quieted, falling into Satan’s snares, aud miserably afflicte
himself, and at length is overcome with the eontinuance of the
temptation ; for the devil will never cease to accuse his con~
science.

Against this temptation we must use these words of St. Paul;
in the which he giveth a very good and true definition of Christ
in this manner : ¢ Christ is the Son of God, and of the Virgin,
delivered, and put to death for our sins.” Here, if the devil
allege any other definition of Christ, say thou, the definition,
and the thing defined, are false: therefore, I will not receive
this definition. I speak not this without cause: for I know what
moveth me to be so earnest, that we should learn to define Christ
out of the words of Paul. For indeed Christ is no cruel exac-
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tor, but a forgiver of the sins of the whole world. Where-
fore, if thou be a sinner (as indeed we are all) sit not Christ
down upon the rainbow, as a judge, (for so thou shalt not be ter-
rified, aud despair of his mercy) but take hold of his true defini-
tion, namely, that Christ, the Son of God, and of the Virgin, is
a person, not that terrifieth, not that afflicteth, not that condem-
neth us of sin, not that demandeth an account of us for our life
evil passed: but hath given himself for our sins, and with one
oblation hath put away the “sins of the whole world,” (Col. ii.
14.) hath fastened them upon the cross, and put them clean out
by himself. :

Learn this definition diligently, and especially so exercise this
pronoun our, that this one syllable being believed, may swallow
up all thy sins: that is to say, that thou mayest know assuredly,
that Christ hath taken away the sins, not of certain men only,
but also of thee, yea, and of the whole world. Then let not thy
sins be sins only, but even thy own sins indeed; that is, to wit,
believe thou that Christ was not only given for other men’s sins
but also for thine. Hold this fast, and suffer not thyself by any
means to be drawn away from this most sweet definition of
Christ, which rejoiceth even the very angels in heaven: that is to
say, that Christ, according to the proper and true definition, is
no Moses, no lawgiver, no tyrant, but a mediator for sins, a free
giver of grace, righteousness, and life; who gave himself, not
for our merits, holiness, righteousness, and godly life, but for our
sins. Indeed Christ doth interpret the law, but that is not his
proper and principal office. ,

ese things, as touching the words, we know well enough,
and can talk o%'s,them. But in practice, and in the conflict, when
the devil goeth about to deface Christ, and to pluck the word
of grace out of our hearts, we find that we do not yet know
them well, and as we should do. He that at that time could
define Christ truly, and could magnify him and behold him as
his most sweet Saviour and High-priest, and not as a strait judge,
this man hath overcome all e\:ﬁs, and were already in the king-
dom of heaven. But this to do in the conflict, is of all t.hu:ﬁ:
the most hard. I speak this by experience. For I know
devil’s subtleties, who at that time not only goeth about to fear
us with the terror of the law, yea,.and also of a little mote
maketh many beams; that is to say, of that which is no sin he
maketh averyhell (for heis marvellous crafty both in aggravating
gin, and in pufting up the conscience even m good works): but
also is wont to fear us with the vexl'g person of the Mediator: into
the which he transformeth himself; and, laying before us some
lace of ucripture or saying of Christ, suddenly he striketh our
earts, and sheweth himself unto us in such sort as if he were
Christ indeed, leaving us sticking so fast in that cogitation,
that our conscience would swear it were the same Christ whose
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saying he alleged. Moreover, such is the subtlety of the enemy,
tlmtnie will not set before us Christ entirely and wholly,
but a piece of Christ only, namely, that he is the Son of God,
and man born of the Virgin. And by-and-by he patcheth there-
to some other thing; that is to say, some sa of Christ,
wherewith hie terrifieth the impenitent sinners, such as that it is
in the thirteenth of Luke, “Except ye repent, ye shall all
likewise perish.” And so, corrupting the true definition of
Christ with his poison, he bringeth to pass that albeit we believe
him to be Christ the true mediator, yet, in very deed, our
troubled conscience feeleth and jud.?et.h him to be a tyrant and
ajudge. Thus we, being deceived by Satan, do easily lose thas
sweet sight of our High-priest and Saviour Christ, which, being
once lost, we shun him no less than the devil himself.

And this is the cause why I do so earnestly call upon you,
to learn the true and proper definition of Christ out of these
words of Paul, ¢ Which gave himself for our sins.” If he gave
himself to death for our sins, then undoubtedly he is no tyrant
or judge which will condemn us for our sins. He is no caster-
down of the afflicted, but a raiser-up of those that are fallen, a
merciful reliever and comforter of the heavyand broken-hearted.
Else should Paul lie in saying, “which gave himself for our
sins.” If I define Christ thus, I defme him rightly, and take
hold of the true Christ, l:lt;d poseess h;::gintge:g And here I
let all curious tions touchi e divine majesty,
andp:::y myself in thsmmmity of Christ, and so I leamJtm{y
to know the will of God. Here is then no fear, but altogether
sweetness, joy, peace of conscience, and such like. And bere-
withal there is a light ed, which sheweth me the true know-
ledge of God, of m » of all creatures, and of all the iniquity
of the devil’s kingdom. We teach no new thing, but we re~
peat and establish old things, which the apostles and all godly
teachers have taught before us. And would to God we could so-
teach and establish them, that we might not only Lave them
in our mouth, but also well-grounded in the bottom of our
heart, and especially that we might be able to use them in the
agony and conflict of death.

Verse 4. That he might deliver us from this present evil world,

In these words also Paul handleth yet more effectually the
argument of this epistle. He calleth this whole world, which hath
been, is, and s be, the present world, to put a difference be-
tweenthis and the everlasting world tocome. Moreover hecalleth,
it evil, because that whatsoever is in this world, is subject to the
malice of the devil reigning over the wholeworld. For this cause
the world is the kingdom of the devil. Tor there is in it no
thing but ignorance, contempt, blasphemy, hatred of God, and
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disobedience against all the words and works of God. In and
under this kingdom of the world are we.

Here again you see that no man is able, by his own works or
his own power, to put away sin, because this present world is
evil, and (as St. John saith) ¢ is set upon mischief.” As man
therefore as are in the world are the bondslaves of the dev’
constrained to serve him, and do all things at his pleasure
‘What availed it then, to set up so many orders of religion, for
the abolishing of sin; to devise so many great and most painful
works, as to wear shirts of hair, to beat the body with whips
till the blood followed, to go on pilgrimage to St. James in har-
ness, and such other like? Be it so that thou doest all these
things, yet notwithstanding this is true, that thou art in this ore-
sent evﬂ world, and not in the kingdom of Christ. And if thou
be not in the kingdom of Christ, it is certain that thou belongest
to the kingdom of Satan, which is this evil world. Therefore
all the gifts, either of the body or of the mind, which thou en-
joyest, as wisdom, righteousness, holiness, eloquence, power,

eauty, and riches, are but the slavish instruments of the devil,
and with all these thou art compelled to serve him, and to ad-
vance his kingdom.

First, with thy wisdom thou darkenest the wisdom and know-
! of Christ, and, by thy wicked doctrine, leadest them out

of the way, that they cannot come to the grace and knowledge
of Christ. Thou settest out and praisest thine own righteous-
ness and holiness: but the righteousness of Christ, by which
ouly we are justified and quickened, thou dost hate and condemn
as wicked and devilish. To be brief, by thy '}l)ower thou de-
stroyest the kingdom of Christ, and abusest the same to root
out the 1, to persecute and kill the ministers of Christ, and
- 80 many as hear them. Wherefore, if thou be without Christ,
this thy wisdom is double foolishness, thy righteousness double
sin anc( impiety, because it knoweth not the wisdom and right-
eousness of Christ: moreover, it darkeneth, hindereth, blasphe-
meth and persecuteth the same. . Therefore Paul doth rightly
call it the evil or wicked world: for when it is at the best, then
. is it worst. In the religious, wise, and learned men, the world
is at the best, and yet, in very deed, in them it is double evil.
I overpass those gross vices which are against the second table,
as disobedience to parents, to magistrates, adulteries, whore-
doms, covetousness, thefts, murders, and maliciousness, wherein
theworld is altogether drowned, which notwithstanding are light
faults, if ye compare them with the wisdom and righteousness
of the wicked, whereby they fight against the first table. This
white devil, which forceth men to commit spiritual sins that they
may sell them for righteousness, is far more dangerous than the
black devil, which only enforceth them to commit fleshly sins,
which the world acknowledgeth to be sins.
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By these words then, ¢ That he might deliver us,” &c. Paul
sheweth what is the argument of this epistle; to wit, that we
have need of grace and of Christ, and that no other creature,
neither man nor angel, can deliver man out of this present evil
world. For these works are only belonging to the divine ma~
jesty, and are not in the power of any, either man or angel.
'll'hat Christ hath put away sin, and hath delivered us from the
tyranny and kingdom ofythe devil; that is to say, from this
wicked world, which isan obedient servant, and a willing follower
of the devil his God. 'Whatsoever the -murderer and father
of lies either doth or speaketh, that the world, as his most loyal
and obedient son, diligently followeth and performeth. And
therefore it is full of the ignorance of God, of hatred, lying,
errors, blasphemy, and of the contempt of God. Moreover, of
gross sins, as murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, robberies,
and such like, because he knoweth his father the devil, who is
a liar and a murderer. And the more wise, righteous, and
boly that men are without Christ, so much the more hurt they
do the gospel. So we also, that were religious men, were double
wicked in the papacy, before God did lighten us with the know-
ledge of his g and ye, notwithstanding under the colour of
true piety and holiness.

Let these words then of Paul remain, as they are indeed, true
and effectual, not cnloured or counterfeit, namely, ¢ that this
present world is evil.” Let it nothing at all move thee, that, in
a great number of men, there be many excellent virtues, and
that there is so great a show of holiness mn hypocrites. But mark
thou rather what Paul saith: out of whose words thou mayest
boldly and freely pronounce this sentence against the world, that
the world with all his wisdom, power and righteousness, is the
kingdom of the devil: out of the which God alone is able to de-
liver us by his only begotten Son.

Therefore let us praise God the Father, and give him hearty
thanks for this his unmeasurable mercy, that hath delivered us
out of the kingdom of the devil (in the which we were holden
captives) by his own Son, when it was impossible to be done b
our own strength. And let us acknowledge, together with P
¢ that all our works and righteousness,” (with all which, we
could not make the devil to stoop one hair’s breadth) “are but
loss and dung.” Also let us cast under our feet, and utterly ab-
hor all the power of free-will, all pharisaical wisdom and righte-
ousness, all religious orders, all masses, ceremonies, vows, fast-
ings, and such like, (Phil. iii. 8.) as a most filthy defiled cloth,
(Isa. Ixiv. 6.) and as the most dangerous poison of the devil. Con-
trariwise, let us extol and magmify the glory of Christ, who hath
delivered us by his death, not from this world only, 